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What an incredible week it was in The Barn at Ringwood School - the production of Start-ups
Beauty and the Beast was a huge success, with standing ovations every night. Over 2300 Taxation
people saw the enchanting story told by a cast of 80 students, a technical crew of 15 <+ tarman@donaldsonross couk
Production Arts students and a live orchestra. www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Audiences were captivated through singing, acting and dance, re-telling the powerful story
that has moved millions around the world. Call: 01425 480814

continues on page 32

01425 482509

Service For all your garden
needs.....
Sales
Call us or pop
Parts infor achat

The Old Coal Yard, 18 Hightown Rd, Ringwood, BH24 1NW info@englandsGM.co.uk www.englandsgardenmachinery.uk
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JOIN THE
CHURCHILL
GROUP

Based in Ringwood and proud
to be one of the UK’s ‘Top
10’ employers as ranked
by The Sunday
Times,

* Stunning, modern *x £200 John Lewis

offices with vouchers for
beautiful views expectant parents
St_art your n,eXt chapter * Career progression *x Ongoing
with Churchill... opportunities local investment into

We currently have a variety of & nationwide your personal
office based positions available at * Colleague development
our beautiful, quern Head Offices in wellbeing * Free Colleague
Ringwood. Offering both permanent programmes health checks

and temporary positions, these roles _
require self-motivated, meticulous, and * Extra day off on * Variety of other

personable individuals who take pride in your birthday Colleague benefits
providing first-class service. .

Our ambition, your future

We are proud to be a highly successful,
award winning Company that transforms
v’ Property Administration Supervisor older people’s lives. We specialise in

7 pesEEr Lane Buyer building and managing high quality
v Land B developments across the UK
an uyer

and were recently crowned
v Divisional Personal Assistant overall ‘Best Retirement

v Careline Call Operator Home Developer’ at the
(Days & Evenings) WhatHouse? Awards.

v’ Accounts Administrator Join us to fulfil your

v’ Architectural Technologist career goals and see
where our opportunities

can take you.

Our current opportunities include:

For more information on our current vacancies

ato
==, visit Churchill-living.co.uk/about-us/careers and search ‘Ringwood’

L e

C
Churchill Churchill Churchill Foundation CS‘s:_'t

: bl
LIVIﬂg Estates Management Building a difference\\
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Your lifestyle * Your choice
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Springing in to action

We've nearly made it! The mornings are
getting lighter, the daffodils are starting
to show themselves and we are exiting
the final weeks of winter. For some local
businesses, this winter has been one push
too far.

We were deeply saddened to hear of the

closing of Nava Coffee from

RIngwood High Street. Yet another
business that has been crippled by rising
rents, increased business rates, the
cominance of online shopping and the
cost-of-living crisis squeezing both
business owners and consumers.

The decline of independent shops isn't
just an econimic issue - it's a social one.
These businessses don't just sell goods;
they create jobs, foster local culture, and
form part of the history of both Ringwood
and Fordingbridge.

If we want to save our independent
shops and protect the high streets, action
is needed. Local councils must do more to
support small businesses thorugh initia-
tives that encourage footfall. But just as
importantly, we as consumers must make
conscious choices. Every purchase at a
local store is an investment in the

community, helping to ensure that our
high streets remain vibrant places where
businesses can thrive.

Do you have a story you want to
highlight? Whether about a local business,
community group or school we'd love to
hear from you.

EDITOR

Publishers:
Darren & Naomi Loose

Advertising:

Rae Frederick
07970 831881
sales@rfnews.uk

Editorial
editor@rfnews.uk

Telephone:
01425 563111

The next issue will be published on
Wednesday 19th March

Editorial copy deadline
Wednesday 12th March

Printed by Blackmore LTD, Shaftesbury, Dorset.

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP
All non profit making community events
can be adverised here FREE OF CHARGE.
Please email your article to editor@rfnews.uk

Our Wonderful shop
is celebrating

50 years on

Ringwood High Street

Made to Measure Curtains and Roman Blinds
Choose from fabric in stock or from 100's of
swatch samples from Chatham Glyn,
Prestigious & Clark & Clark fabrics.

We offer a FREE measuring service too

* 20% off swish ‘curtain’ tracks in stock *

We stock King Cole yarns,
Simplicity patterns, Fiskars scissors,
Dylon Dyes Pony & Hemline haberdashery

and many more ......

TRY US FIRST & VISIT US SOON

OPEN 9AM

- 4.30PM MONDAY - SATURDAY

RINGWOOD FABRICS

15 HIGH STREET, RINGWOOD, BH24 1AB

01425 475677

07980 747711

Follow us on n Facebook & Instagram
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Fordingbridge Twinning
Association - Murder Mystery
evening coming soon!

Once again, Fordingbridge Twinning Association is running its
annually very successful, great fun evening coming up on Satur-
day, 22 February!

Fordingbridge Twinning Association will be holding its annual
Murder Mystery evening at Avonway Community Centre starting
at 7.30 pm. As always, the evening promises to provide lots of
laughs as the cast battle its way through all the clues to help the
participating audience to solve the murder (which has taken place
in this story called ‘The Brie, The Bullet and the Black Cat’) The
attached photograph depicts some of the actors from last year's
event doing just that!

"BARROW BROS & TAPPER
FUNERAL SERVICE

An independent family
business founded in

1904, offering a caring,
sympathetic service to
the local community.

01425 472104

29a Southampton Road,
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1HB

tapperfuneralservice.co.uk

- Cremations, burials and
unattended funerals

- Prepaid funeral plans
tailored to suit you

- All funerals arranged to
your personal requirements

- Floristry and stonemasonry
available

Har

CREMATORIUM | FUNERAL HOME
WOODLAND BURIAL GROUND

- Exclusive access to Harbour
View crematorium

Only available through our branches.

A homemade 2 course hot supper is included in the ticket price of
£18 per person - available from Caxton Décor and Jessica’s, both
in the Fordingbridge High Street. (The audience is requested to
bring its own drinks - glasses will be provided!)

There will also be the famous ‘silent raffle’ to help raise funds for
the forthcoming visit of Fordingbridge’s French guests from Vi-
moutiers. The Twinning Association will be welcoming a delegation
of approximately 40 French visitors who will be joining in Fording-
bridge town’s celebration of the 80th Anniversary of VE Day on 8
and 10 May.

Meanwhile, audiences are urged to go along to Fordingbridge
town centre and get tickets now!

For further details, do contact Derek and Alison Ayling on 01425
650770, and or Hippotrain@BTInternet.com

RINGWOOD'S OLD TIMERS

The Building Trade
is our Trade

There will always
be an Old Timers
coming through
Equiries please call
07310 933912

Call 01425 333163

ringwood@peacockcomputers.net

@ Peacock

COMPUTERS

Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm & Sat 9am - 3pm

Home Tech-Experts Business IT Specialists Microsoft Partner

Your one-stop shop for computer and
smart device repairs, sales, support
and data recovery!

simplify & scale your LT. systemns,
minimise your long-term costs and
collaborate with your teams

’
' Consultants Network

* Computer health check * IT systems architects

* Win / AppleMac repairs + upgrades * Servers + database design

* Cyber security + data recovery * Business email services

* Tuition + general assistance * Cloud data services

* New computers + accessories * Networks, VOIP + broadband

* Faster internet + better WiFi * Websites + digital marketing
* Anti-virus software * Software development

* Old tech recycling drop-off * Contract or payg service plans

4 Fridays Court, Kingsbury's Lane
Ringwood BH24 1AB

Walk to Fridays court next to Pets Corner.

B available off Kingsbury's Lane




Forest Forge Theatre
Company leaps forwards with
the appointment of three new
trustees

Forest Forge, the New Forest’s leading theatre company, has
started the year with the appointment of three new trustees to
the board that oversee the charity.

Charity fundraiser and Ringwood Town Councillor James Swyer,
community engagement specialist Jasmine Taylor and accountant
and local businessman David Waugh bring extensive experience of
the charity, cultural and commercial sectors.

James Swyer works as Head of Public
Fundraising for Spurgeons, an innovative
charity working with disadvantaged chil-
dren and young people. He previously
worked as the Director of Marketing and
Memberships at the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust in Fordingbridge.
Since May 2023 James has represented
the Ringwood South Ward as a Ring-
wood Town Councillor.

Jasmine Taylor is the Community

Engagement Manager at Southampton

Forward, a charity dedicated to

transforming the city through culture

and collaboration. In this role, Jasmine

leads community engagement efforts

and co-creates projects that were initially

developed as part of the City of

Culture bid. Before joining Southampton

Forward, Jasmine served as the Cultural Development Manager at
Hampshire Cultural Trust, based at the Forest Arts Centre in New
Milton. She began her career in dance at Pavilion Dance South
West and holds a Master's in Creative Event Management with a
focus on co-creative practices.

David Waugh became involved with
Forest Forge in 2024 when he joined
Wordsmiths, the company’s creative
writing group. As a businessman and
qualified accountant David has worked
in businesses of all sizes. He has lived
in Ringwood and the New Forest for 40
years. In 2000 he set up WaughGroup
which supplies and designs clothing,
from corporate staff uniforms to clothing
for tv and film, including James Bond’s
Skyfall.

James, Jasmine and David join Forest Forge at an exciting time,
as the company has secured a new premises, confirmed project
funding from Arts Council England and launched a new look and
website.

Forest Forge, a registered charity, has been an important part of
the cultural life of the New Forest for over 40 years. The
organisation was originally formed to create and tour
professional theatre performances to rural venues. This strand
of work it continues to deliver today, with the company having
recently completed a highly praised tour of A Christmas Carol to
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village halls across Hampshire,
Wiltshire and Dorset. Alongside
touring high quality professional
theatre, the company has an
extensive participation programme,
working with over 100 people from

age 7 - 92, each week. The company also uses it expertise and
playful artistic ethos to support, develop and inspire artists and
theatre makers through its Artist Development programmes.

The trustee roles are voluntary, and the three new members join
the existing board which already includes experts in theatre
directing and producing, law, charity governance and marketing
and communications.

Miranda Bentinck, Chair of Trustees says:
“We are thrilled that James, Jasmine and David are bringing their
expertise, care and time to

Forest Forge. As a board it is our

role to oversee the charity and

to secure its long-term future,

as well as to champion the

incredible work that is deliv-

ered by our team. | know that

these new trustees will support

Forest Forge on its exciting

journey of development,

helping it to continue to make

an important difference to our
community.”

Find out more about Forest

Forge its activities at
www.forestforgetheatre.co.uk

Neesvis @ Snuplings
SOlIGTOYS

Contact us today by
telephone or email on:
enquiries@meesons-spurlings.co.uk

Branches at:

Ringwood 01425 484420
Mudeford 01425 275690
Christchurch 01202 473321

www.meesons-spurlings.co.uk
New House, Market Place, Ringwood BH24 1ER
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The Joy of Repair- Inside your
local Repair Café

It was a really cold wet morning and as | set out for the repair café
| wondered if the weather would put people off from attending. |
could not have been more wrong. There were already many volun-
teers in the hall buzzing around, setting up tables, equipment and
generally preparing to open to the public. The atmosphere was
already warm and jolly. There were so many volunteers there, |
was sitting just watching and | counted 17, and a few more arrived
later. All with fantastic skills to share, all multi-talented and very
keen to help and not let anything go unseen by a repairer.

A lady called Sandra came in with a petrol lawn mower she had
inherited from her father-in-law. Bill took it outside in the cold and
drizzle to see if he could mend the pull cord which had stopped
working.

Frankie and Rasha came in from Lyndhurst. They had met in
Covid-19 Lockdown during the time we were allowed out to take
a walk and have been great friends since. They both had electric
blankets that had failed, so brought them in hoping they could be
sorted out.

The dedication and care of all the people at the café is so wonder-
ful. None of them give up until a piece is repaired or reluctantly
declared ‘end of life’. And it all takes places with pleasure’ humour
and enthusiasm. And it doesn’t stop there, the ‘non-repairers’ or
Welcome Team are all on hand with a warm smile and welcome
‘hello’, aiming to help customers flow through the café with mini-
mal hassle, facilitating assistance with form completion, matching
repairs required to an appropriately skilled repairer, bringing in
homemade cake for people to enjoy with a hot drink whilst they
wait, accepting donations for repairs undertaken, and to just chat
to people about anything and everything.

One gentleman told me he went home every month and looked
for something that was broken just so he could come in and say

Est
1984

CARPETS - WOOD -

See our ranges online or instore:
Christchurch: 01202 480900
New Milton: 01425 610101
Ringwood: 01425 464355

AMTICO -

hello and talk to someone...... perhaps he could join the welcome
team as a volunteer?

The repair café really is a wonderful place to spend a morning, lots
of laughter and camaraderie, and of course the repairing of differ-
ent articles going on. So many local people giving their time and
skills for free for the benefit of the community. When | watch the
television news at the moment with all the worrisome, alien, bad
headlines, it is so encouraging to see in my tiny corner of the globe
that good people exist, and | take heart that most of the world is
still like this if you look for it. e At today’s repair café, an estimated
£4,274 replacement value of goods was seen

e 12 items were successfully repaired.

e 42kg of waste was prevented by repairing items instead.

e 15 items were declared repairable with additional spare parts
acquired.

e Only 3 items were deemed ‘end of life' - to be recycled or
thrown away.

Kimbers £e

THE FLOORING SPECIALIST

AUl incfesive

We include:

[/ Underlay

[V| Carpet

[V Fitting

[V Accessories

Starting
from

£19.99

KARNDEAN - VINYLS

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk
warehouse@kimberscarpets.co.uk
shop@kimberscarpets.co.uk
ringwoodshop@kimberscarpets.co.uk

L fJofin
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Bickerley Green Resident Kath,
Supports Salisbury Dogs’ Trust
for her 90th Birthday

Bickerley Green's resident Kath has had a lifelong passion for
dogs. Even as a small girl she recalls taking stray dogs to her local
police station - much to the amusement of the desk sergeant!
Kath told us how the friendly sergeant would always comment to
her: “What this, not another dog you've found? We will have to
soon pay you for working on behalf of the police.”

This love of dogs has continued for all Kath’s life and for Kath’s
recent 90th birthday, Kath didn’t want any gifts for herself, but to
use this milestone birthday to raise funds and to gather donations
for Salisbury Dog's Trust. When Kath came to live at Bickerley
Green, Dogs Trust very kindly took in one of her beloved dogs,
Georgia. With the help of Sarah, in reception, Kath put out an ap-
peal for donations and gifts for the Salisbury Dogs Trust’s charity.
The response was terrific!

Kath has been overwhelmed by the generosity of both nation-

al and local businesses, residents and their relative’s family and
friends. Three huge boxes of doggy treats have been amassed and
on 17th January, Justine from the Salisbury Dog’s Trust came to
collect these doggy delights from Kath and all her supporters at
Bickerley Green.

Justine, wished to express her deep appreciation to Kath and to
everyone who donated items to the Salisbury Dog's Trust. “Our

Canine Care Card service is free and there to provide the comfort
that if something should happen to you, your beloved four-legged

AU

FOR YOUR HOME

92A CHRISTCHURCH RD. RINGWOOD
07786074465

INTERIOR
DESIGN

LUXURY
FURNISHINGS

friend will be well cared for by Dogs Trust. Having been involved
with the activation of Kath'’s Canine Care Card from the start,

it was so wonderful to be able to visit and reassure her that her
beloved Georgia is thriving.

On behalf of everyone at Dogs Trust Salisbury, thank you to Kath
and everyone with a connection to Bickerley Green for the amaz-
ing donation of treats, toys, and goodies. We deeply appreciate
the support, and all will be thoroughly enjoyed by our dogs.”

Pictured, left to right, is Justine, from Salisbury Dogs’ Trust
and Bickerley Green resident Kath.
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Tired of chasing payment?
Try these tips:

For small business owners, late
payments can be a nightmare. Cash
flow is the lifeblood of any business,
and waiting on overdue invoices can

cause unnecessary stress.

So, how do you make sure your
pay on without
damaging relationships?

clients time

Here are some practical tips to keep
your finances running smoothly:

Clear Payment Terms
State payment deadlines upfront (7,
14, or 30 days).

Invoice Promptly
Send accurate invoices as soon as
work is done.

Automate Reminders
A simple nudge before and after due
dates works wonders.

Offer Multiple Payment Options
Make it easy with bank transfers, card
payments, or direct debit.

Ready to get noticed?

Read our blog on marketing your
business to make the most of 2025!

Charge Late Fees

A small penalty can deter Ilate
payments.

Ask for Deposits

For larger projects, get partial

payments upfront.

Good credit control means less stress
and more cash in the bank.

Need help improving yours?
Call Donaldson Ross & Co today!

business consultants.

Donaldson Ross and Co. are an innovative,
approachable and forward-thinking team
of chartered accountants, tax advisers and

e Accountancy and bookkeeping

e Business start-up and consultancy
e Tax returns and tax planning

e Payroll and VAT support

e Xero gold champion partner

Call: 01425 480814

for a free consultation

12 Millstream, Ringwood,
Hampshire, BH24 3SE

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk
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Understanding Investments-End
of tax year investment planning

The end of the current tax year is April 5th 2025. As always it’s
good practice to review and potentially utilise allowances and
exemptions in advance.

1-Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs):

There are no changes to the £20,000 allowance per adult (plus
£9,000 for Junior ISAs). It is possible to earn interest of between
3% and 4.5% on accessible cash or fixed term cash bonds. Using
your annual ISA allowance for either Cash ISAs or Stocks and
Shares ISAs has become more important as any interest, dividends
or capital gains are exempt from tax within an ISA.

2-Capital Gains Tax:

The annual personal exemption remains at £3,000 in April 2025.
The Trust exemption is a maximum of 50% of this. Utilising annual
exemptions can be important to reduce potential future tax
charges. It may also be worth reviewing investment portfolios and
crystalising losses in certain scenarios.

The rate of CGT was increased in the October 24 budget to 18%
and 24% (from 10% and 20%), depending on whether it is charged
at basic rate or higher rate tax.

3-Pension Contributions:

Making personal pension contributions can be very tax efficient.
You obtain tax relief on the contribution at your marginal tax rate.
In addition contributions can reduce your taxable income and can
affect other allowances such as Child Benefit and your personal
tax free allowance.

One of the criteria to receive Child Benefit without clawback as a
result of the Child Benefit Tax Charge is that you or your partner’s
adjusted net income isn’t above £60,000 per annum. If exceeded,
a High Income Tax Charge is applied, meaning that Child Benefit is
fully clawed back once income reaches £80,000.

The personal tax free allowance of £12,570 is tapered if adjusted
net income exceeds £100,000. The effective tax rate for income
between £100,000 and £125,140 is 60%!

Additional rate tax of 45% will be applied to earnings above
£125,140.

Pension contributions reduce your adjusted net income so can be
a powerful tool in reducing the tax you pay. The annual pension
allowance for total pension funding is £60,000 although it is
possible to go back 3 tax years and “carry-forward” unused
allowances, subject to certain criteria. Personal tax-relievable
contributions are limited to 100% of earnings or £3,600 or annum
if more.

Finally, it is possible to make a pension contribution on behalf of
another individual and the tax benefit will apply to that individual
personally. So for example a retired parent who is a basic rate
taxpayer could make a pension contribution for a working adult
child who is a higher or additional rate taxpayer and the parent
would make the payment net of basic rate tax relief and the adult
child would receive any higher/additional tax relief, claiming this
from HMRC.

4-Corporation Tax and Employer National Insurance Rates:

If you own a limited company corporation tax rates will remain at
19% for profits up to £50,000 and then 25% for profits in excess
of £50,000. There are changes to both the employers rate of NI
from 13.8% to 15% and the thresholds and allowances. You should
seek advice from your accountant regarding the effect this may
have on your business and any required planning. We work with
accountants to ensure all planning is joined-up.

As you can see, it is important to keep up to date on tax changes
and how they may impact your planning.

If you'd like to discuss your personal financial situation and
planning, my colleagues Stewart Sims-Handcock, Harry Goodship
and | are available for a free initial, no obligation chat.

Howard Goodship is an Independent Financial Adviser with
Lonsdale Wealth Management, 5 Friday’s Court, Ringwood Tel:
01425 208490 www.lonsdaleservices.co.uk

The value of an investment and the income from it could go down as well
as up. The return at the end of the investment period is not guaranteed
and you may get back less than you originally invested. The contents of this
article are for information purposes only and do not constitute individual
advice. The Financial Conduct Authority do not regulate cash flow planning,
tax planning, or estate planning.

LONSDALE

Wealth Management

We help our customers:

Plan for retirement

Enter retirement

Mitigate inheritance tax
Fund residential care

Invest tax efficiently

We provide personal financial
planning for business owners

Vv VvV V VYV

Call us on 01425 208 490 for
independent financial advice

5 Fridays Court High Street Ringwood Hampshire BH24 1AB
01425 208 490 E hgoodship @lonsdaleservices.co.uk lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.
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HEALTH, BEAUTY & WELLBEING

Having Trouble Sleeping

If you have trouble sleeping massage is
a great way to encourage the release of
serotonin, a precursor to the hormone
melatonin that helps us to fall asleep.

Massage can help you fall asleep easier and
sleep deeper, allowing your natural circadi-
an rhythms to return to normal.

Aim for at least 8 hours a night - you will
feel refreshed and revitalised the next
morning.

If you cant't go for a massage regularly or
late in the day, research self-massage tips
that you or a partner can perform at home.

If this still isnt an option here are some
more Top Tips:

* By going and doing some exercise - a
swim or a run, thats a really good way of
protecting your sleep.

* People get into the habit of having
herbal teas, and when they're trying to be
healthy they have a set amount of water
they try and drink in the day and it gets to
7pm or 8pm and you have to down several
pints of fluid, which keeps you up. We
don't need to drink anything in the last two
hours before bed. Have your last drink two

hours before bed and just have little sips
after that.

* It's best to eat your main meal a couple
of hours before bed. Sometimes people
eatquite early but then they snack quite
late. The problem with a bowl! of crunchy
nut cornflakes before bed is that it can re-
ally spike your blood sugar. And then if you
do this, that has an impact on falling asleep
and your quality of sleep.

If you do need to snack, choose something
that's high in protein and low in carbohy-
drates and processed sugars. Something

like Greek yoghurt or almonds, which have
amino acids that are required for making
the hormone melatonin. Avoid Diet Coke
and dark chocolate, which both contain
high caffeine content.

* If you don't sleep you might be tempted
to turn your alarm off, but actually setting
your alarm means that you still have a reg-
ular wake-up-time, which is important.
Sleeping in doesn't protect your sleep in
the long run. If you sleep badly one night,
take a hit, write it off and wake up at a
good time.
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At Simply Beauty Ringwood, we provide luxurious
treatments in a fresh, welcoming environment to
help you escape the daily stresses and demands.
Enjoy pampering OPI and Shellac manicures and
pedicures, relaxing massages, Clarins blissful facials,

LVL lash-enhancing treatments and much more.

(, 01425472662

www.simplybeautyringwood.co.uk

Southfield

DENTAL PRACTICE

Steve crafts
lifelike dentures

Fed up witholdand e
uncomfortable dentures? Qs

missing teeth

Book your FREE assessment with our expert
Denture Technician Steve Martin

Southfield Dental Practice, 115 Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3AQ

Callus: 01425 489283 | enquiries@southfield-dental.co.uk | southfield-dental.co.uk
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TipS for Staying safe on winter whells and losing control.

* Pay attention to your speed and distance between cars, in wet
roads wintery weather you should increase this ten-fold.

* Slow down when approaching a bend and try not to brake hard.
Driving in the winter can be more challenging, so its importantto ~ * Do not use cruise control as your car will not be able to register

take extra care. the conditions.
* Be aware of specific conditions as frost will take longer to thaw,
Before you set off areas such as roads under bridges.
* Ensure your windscreen, windows and mirrors are clean.
* Check your wipers and top up on windscreen washer liquid. It is recommended that you carry the following in your car:
* Check your headlights, indicators and brake lights are working. * jce scraper * torch and spare batteries
* Check your tyres are legal, the legal limit is currently 1.6mm * first aid kit * empty fuel can
* Plan your journey giving thought to any potential issues like * road atlas * phone charger
flood-prone areas. Also monitor the weather. * high-visibility jacket * boots with good grip
* jump-start cables * food and drink
While you're on the road * reflective warning sign * sunglasses
* Stay in as high gear as possibe on slippery roads - alongside * warm clothes * blanket

keeping your revs low, this reduces the chance of spinning your
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Prostate Cancer Screening Day at Unity Hall 12th April 2025

The Lodge of Unity 132 and Freemasons We want to play a small part in combatting Local Freemasons will be supporting

in Ringwood and the surrounding area are this cancer by encouraging Men in our local ~ PCaSO on the day; tea, coffee and biscuits

supporting the Prostate Cancer Support community to book on-line for a Prostate will be freely available, and we would be

Organisation (PCaSO) in their charitable cancer screening Test. It is a simple blood pleased to explain to visitors the Charitable

work of screening Men over the age of 50 sample taken from your arm, to measure work we do for our Local communities to

to combat Prostate Cancer. This perni- the amount of prostate specific antigen support many other Clubs, Associations,

cious and insidious cancer is diagnosed in (PSA) to be found in your bloodstream. Groups and Charities.

over 45,000 men a year in the UK (NHS The booking details are on the adjacent The Lodge of Unity 132 began in 1764

England). information sheet. and has been in Ringwood since 1774, it
A small donation (£15-20) is always wel- remains the oldest not for profit charitable

Left undiagnosed and untreated it ruins the ~ come to defray costs, all donations go to Organisation in the town.

lives of men and their families. PCaSO. Help us help you help others.

Prostate Cancer Support Organisation
In association with
Ringwood Masonic Lodge
are hosting a

PSA* Blood Test Event

For men aged between 50 - 80
Saturday 12t April 2025 1000 — 1500 hrs.
Unity Hall 2 Southampton Road
Ringwood BH24 1HY

Itis recommended that any man over 50 or over 40 if there
is history of Prostate Cancer be checked regularly.

Know your PSA, Know y where its going!

By appointment only. Book online using the
QR Code or at www.pcaso.org/psa-testing
Opens from 15t Feb 2025

We do not charge for the service Donations are welcome to defra costs

Prostate Specific Antigen. An indicator of Prostate health. A small blood
sample, taken from a vein Results take around 5 - 10 days.

www.pcaso,org. Reg Charity No. 1170536
We do not charge for this service, but donations are welcome

To find out more about Freemasonry
Email: Ringwoodmasons@gmail.com
Or Call
Chris on 07977 414597
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Fishing on The Hampshire Avon

The Hampshire Avon, one of the most historic fishing rivers in
the British Isles, which travels down from Wiltshire at its source
and meanders through Hampshire and through to Dorset where
it meets the sea at Christchurch, which was once located in the
County of Southampton.

This water is held in high esteem amongst the angling community
and has earnt its iconic status by its immense record of catches
of many different species of the river. From Salmon, as photo-
graphed, through to Barbel, Pike, Sea Trout.

The river boasts many thousands of visitors who take the pilgrim-
age to the water in pursuit of their chosen quarry. Many books and
historical anecdotes have been written about the Avon. One of the
many facts on the various stretches of this river relates to the Roy-
alty Fishery, in Christchurch. This stretch of river once belonged to
the Countess of Salisbury and was taken by the Crown following
an act of treason by her two sons who fled to France. She was sent
to the Tower of London, at the age of 80, and was subsequently
beheaded, and this stretch of water was gifted to the 1st Earl of
Wessex by the ruling monarch, Henry VIII, who would enjoy a
“surfeit of Sea Lamprey” from the fishery.

| am always looking for any information, photos, notes, books, etc,
that relate to this River to keep adding to our knowledge on its
history.

Please can you contact Jason Lewis on 07920 800333 if you are
able to help. Thanks.

Rated 9.7/10 on carehome.co.uk @

RINGWOOD & SOPLEY
SELF STORAGE

Domestic, home &
Retail use.

New 20ft x 8ft & 10ft x
8ft containers on hard
standing. Suitable for
horse boxes & boats.
A very clean site.

Telephone: 07717 310422

RINGWOOD

01425 479492

—=RED

EXPRESS TAXIS

DRIVERS WANTED

Based in Ringwood, we are recruiting
drivers for a range of shifts including
school runs, day and evening shifts
during the week or weekend.

01425 474747
www.redexpresstaxis.co.uk

A family-run care home with a friendly atmosphere.
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Ellingham and Ringwood Rugby
Club Receive Funding

On Friday 24th January Ellingham & Ring-
wood RFC were invited to attend the Hall
& Woodhouse Community chest Awards
night at their iconic brewery in Blandford
Forum. Becci Windsor (Bar & Catering
manager) and Mark Johnson (Director

of Rugby) were joined by Rae Frederick
(Ringwood'’s Town Mayor).

The evening began with a presentation by Mark Woodhouse CEO
of Hall & Woodhouse of the company’s incredible history. Found-
ed in 1777 by Mark’s forefathers the company has been handed
down from generation to generation of Woodhouse. The firm has
a long-established culture of giving and supporting the communi-
ties it serves, and this was evident throughout the evening.
Ellingham & Ringwood were given a grant of £2,000 to help the
club develop its bar & catering capabilities. This will help the club
to deliver to the people of Ringwood who are its loyal fanbase by
enabling them to be served more quickly during matches and at
the many fundraising events the club supports. Mark Johnson said
“It was marvellous to see so many diverse causes being celebrated
and funded by Hall & Woodhouse. We learnt so much, and | look
forward to developing our partnership over the years to come.”

New Battery Installed at
Ellingham and Ringwood Rugby
Club from Ringwood Actions
for Climate Emergency (RACE)
Funding

Ellingham and Ringwood Rugby Club is thrilled to announce the
installation of an extra, state-of-the-art battery to power the
club’s facilities. This forms part of the club’s forward-thinking
project to be more sustainable and was funded by RACE.

The installation of the battery supplements the existing installation
of photovoltaic panels sponsored by Smart Hole Technical and it
will enable the club to store energy generated from these panels,
reducing reliance on the national grid during peak times. By using
clean, renewable energy, the battery system is not only helping

to lower operational costs but also contributing to Ellingham and
Ringwood's commitment to environmental responsibility.

“We are incredibly excited to be progressing this project,” said Club

Treasurer, Matt Windsor. “The photovoltaic panels and battery
installation align with our vision of a greener future while enabling
us to continue providing a fantastic environment for our players,
volunteers, and supporters.”

Bryony Robinson, RACE Treasurer added “We are delighted to be
able to support projects like this, helping organisations in Ring-
wood to take steps towards a lower carbon future. This is only
possible due to the dedication of our volunteers and the kind
donations we receive from members of the public”

About Ellingham and Ringwood Rugby Club: Ellingham and Ring-
wood Rugby Club has been a cornerstone of the local community
since 1966, offering a welcoming environment for players of all
ages and abilities. The club is dedicated to promoting rugby while
fostering inclusivity, teamwork, and respect for the environment.
About RACE: A registered charity based in Ringwood, Hampshire,
with the aim of bringing people together to take actions that help
the environment, biodiversity, and climate change.
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Ubuntu ~ Celebrate their
40th Anniversary

Ubuntu ~ Celebrate their 40th Anniversary with an Unforgettable
Evening!

As part of their 40th anniversary celebrations, we are beyond
excited to welcome Ubuntu—a vibrant and inspiring performing
group made up of alumni from the African Children's Choir—to
Poulner Baptist Chapel on Friday, 21st March!

These talented young performers have just completed secondary
school, thanks to the support of Music for Life, and are now shar-
ing their incredible gifts on a gap-year tour before heading to uni-
versity. And who knows? Some of them may have even performed
as part of the African Children's Choir in years past!

Join us for an evening of joyful music, uplifting energy, and unfor-
gettable

performances as we celebrate this milestone together. You won't
want to miss it!

Date: Friday, 21st March Time: 7:00 PM

Location: Poulner Baptist Chapel, Adults £5 with children going
free.

If you'd like to support the incredible work of Music for Life, there
will be an opportunity to make a donation on the night.

Sign up below, save the date and invite your friends — we can't
wait to see you here!

Holiday outside
the box

Book your perfect getaway with the UK’s
largest independent travel agent

Nobody offers you more
Service v Value v Choice

Ringwood 01425 479022 | Fordingbridge 01425 654410

*Trustpilot ;;:: K
4 T2 BABTA
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A Guide to Applying for a Child Arrangements Order

In cases where parents are unable to agree on arrangements for
their children following separation or divorce, seeking a Child
Arrangements Order (CAO) from the court in the United King-
dom can be needed. A CAO establishes where a child will live,
who they will spend time with, and other aspects of their care and
upbringing. Here we will provide a step-by-step guide to help par-
ents understand and navigate the process of applying for a Child
Arrangements Order.

Step 1: Consider Mediation

Before applying for a CAO, parents now have to attend a Media-
tion, Information and Assessment Meeting, unless an exemption is
being applied for. This could be due to urgency. Mediation offers
a less adversarial approach to resolving disputes and can help
parents reach agreements on child arrangements with the help of
a neutral mediator. In many cases, reaching an agreement through
mediation can avoid the need for court intervention.

Step 2: Gather Relevant Information

Before making an application for a CAQ, it's important to gather
all relevant information, including details about the child's basic
details, current living arrangements, any specific needs or pref-
erences they may have. Additionally, parents should be prepared
to provide information about their own circumstances, including
work schedules, living arrangements, and any concerns they may
have regarding the other parent's ability to care for the child.

Step 3: Complete the C100 Form

The next step is to complete the C100 form, which is the offi-

cial application form for a Child Arrangements Order. This form
requires detailed information about both parents, the child, and
the proposed arrangements for the child's care. It's essential to be
thorough and accurate when completing the form to ensure that
all relevant information is provided to the court.

Step 4: Submit the Application to the Court

Once the C100 form is completed, it should be submitted to the

We Love Pets Ringwood

We Love Pets has been providing reliable, award-winning care for
the nation’s pets for over 15 years; including dog walking, home
boarding, pop in visits and much more. Whether your pet is big

or small, furry, feathered or scaly - We Love Pets are happy to
help! They are the largest pet care provider in the U.K. and have
also received ethical accreditation due to their high standards of
animal welfare.

The local branch is run by Catherine and her team of animal loving
professionals, who are committed to providing the very best care
to the pets in their community. The team are all DBS checked, fully
insured and trained in pet first aid.

One of the most popular pet care services they offer is dog walk-
ing. Having a reliable dog walker can remove a lot of stress from
busy owners, and the team aims to make each walk the highlight
of your dog’s day! Regular walks lead to positive changes in behav-
iour; providing essential physical activity and mental stimulation
to improve health and wellbeing. They allow dogs the chance to
play, socialise, exercise and explore new sights and smells, before
returning home happy and tired.

We Love Pets promise that they will never pack walk your dog,
therefore ensuring that safety and wellbeing are paramount,
Instead, dogs are carefully matched with one or two others for
maximum enjoyment and socialisation. A one-to-one dog walk-
ing service is also available for dogs who require some extra TLC
whilst experiencing the big wide world.

The team at We Love Pets are always on hand to help - contact
Catherine to discuss your pet care needs and tailor a plan that’s
perfect for you.

family court along with the appropriate court fee. The court will
then process the application and allocate a case number. Back-
ground safeguarding checks will be completed, the process for
which will depend upon what court you are issuing your applica-
tion in. For some cases, the court may also schedule a preliminary
hearing to discuss the application and explore the possibility of
reaching an agreement without the need for a full hearing.

Step 5: Attend Court Hearings

If an agreement cannot be reached through mediation or negoti-
ation, the court will schedule a series of hearings to consider the
application for a CAQ. Both parents will be required to attend
these hearings and present their case to the judge. The court will
consider the best interests of the child when making a decision
and may seek input from other professionals, such as social work-
ers or child psychologists.

Step 6: Obtain the Child Arrangements Order

If the court is satisfied that a CAO is necessary and in the child's
best interests, it will issue the order outlining the arrangements
for the child's care and upbringing. This may include details about
where the child will live, when they will spend time with each
parent, and any other specific arrangements deemed necessary by
the court. The court works on the basis of the ‘no order’ principle,
meaning they will only make an order if the welfare of the child
requires it.

Conclusion:

Applying for a Child Arrangements Order can be a complex and
emotionally challenging process, but with the right guidance and
support, parents can navigate the process successfully. By seeking
legal advice when needed, parents can ensure that the best inter-
ests of their child are prioritized and that suitable arrangements
are put in place for their care and upbringing.

If you or anyone you know requires help and assistance with child
arrangements, get in with Loose Legal touch for a free initial dis-
cussion: office@looselegal.co.uk 01425 536046

On the search for the
purrfect pet care?

Look no fur-ther! We Love Pets Ringwood offer the best
care for all of your pets. Whether they are furry,
feathered or scaly. Animal welfare is our top priority.

If you require dog walking, home boarding, day care or
pet visits, We Love Pets Ringwood are happy to help!

Contact: Catherine

07438 536040
ringwood@welovepets.email
welovepets.care/branch/ringwood
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SHINING IN MARCH IN HO

DATE OF REGIMENT
DEATH NAME OR SHIP

03/03/1944 Peter Norman Brown Fg. Officer RAFVR
08/03/1944  Reginald Douglas Privett Aircraftman RAFVR
10/03/1917 Edwin Elliott Phair Corporal ASC
10/03/1917 Barry Martin Topp Private 1 Bn, R Berks
10/03/1941 Roy Edward Greenfield Trooper RAC

11/03/1917 Frank ] Minty Private 1/4' Bn, Hamps
21/03/1918 Ernest Victor Cox Private 9 Coy, MGC
21/03/1918 Sydney Herbert Minchington ~ Sergeant 11" Bn, Essex
22/03/1942  Cecil Lesile Bowey Aircraftsman 2"¢Class 234 Sqn, RAFVR
24/03/1918  Raymond George Fall Perrett  Private 7' Bn, DCLI
25/03/1918 Richard Lawrence Wilson Private 2" Bn, Dors
26/03/1918  William Charles Rawlings Rifleman 18" Bn, KRRC
26/03/1941 Mark Edlin Welby Lt. Commander HMS Nile
27/03/1943  Cyriil Frank Seymour Gunner 4™ Maritime Regt
27/03/1944  Keith Wyatt Pilorow Aircraftsman 2™ Class  RAFVR
28/03/1918 Albert D Bartlett Private 8™ Bn, Glos
28/03/1945  Albert George Seymour Lance Corporal 22" Dns, RAC

31/03/1943 Gerald Richard Lynham Captain Royal Engineers

We K¢

Fordingbridge Conservation Group
at Bishop’s Pond - 2025

Bishop’s Pond Conservation Site is at the corner of Normandy
Way and Cottage Mews, Fordingbridge, SP6 1RJ.

Our next work parties, on Mondays, Saturdays and Sundays,
all from 2.00 to 4.00 pm (weather permitting- see our website)
are scheduled for:

January: Monday 6™, Saturday 18™, Sunday 26t
February: Monday 3", Saturday 15, Sunday 23
March: Monday 3, Saturday 15", Sunday 23

Visit our website-
www.fordingbridgeconservation.uk which has a
gallery of current photos, and our Facebook
page: Fordingbridge Conservation Group for
more information.
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WHATS ON

What’s on at Grey rs!

26 February ~1 ntiques Club

invites yo isional actor, Wayne

New tstitions, Myths & Legends"
c kets for non-members are
ave or free to members.

22 Mai«

Selling you _just about decluttering
to buy or sell. dventure! From 12-3pm.
Email: flipping.fas com

12 April - Little Pick}

Expecting a baby wing fast, or
maybe you've g >quipment to
sell? Email: adeles 0.uk to book a

space or for more infe

12 April — Murder Mystery

“Bring out your dead” themed t your detective

skills to the test; it’s just campanc rdangerous

can it be? £20 per ticket from Gr

Ticketsource. Bring your own a ‘Church’

supper!

Mon, Tue & Thu- Daniel Cox Languag \tion

Join a fun and friendly Spanish group. £1¢ of

£44/4 sessions. Email: dj.cox@live.co.uk
GREYFRIARS MOVIOLA ‘1

/\ The Critic
Setin 1930s London and revolves around a
feared theatre critic.
Saturday 22 February 2025 - 2.00 for 2.30 start £6.00

Hillview Art - An Open Studio
Farewell

For many years visitors have enjoyed Open Studios events at

HAVE AN EVENT
COMING UP? e Lniood Tl New Forest g rom

purchase Ceramics, Glass, Painting, Sculpture and Wood Turning,

All non proﬁt making Community events including many items at clearance prices, before the studio closes
can be adverised here forever. Opening times: 10:30am - 4:30pm. Location: Between

FREE OF CHARGE Red Shoot Inn and Appleslade Car Park (What Three Words -
Please email your article to editor@rfnews.uk Suspended.Purifier.Breath).
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wad ool Lo

St IVES HOUSE

COUNTRY HOUSE CARE

A Care South home for
residential and dementia care

Scan the QR code
to find out more,
hear from residents
and meet the

Home Manager.

Your trusted local care home in the
heart of your community

S FUN - | Good
FRIENDSHIP

November 2023

Horton Road | Ashley Heath | BH24 2EE C are

01425 209464 | care-south.co.uk h
O st Sout

Proud to be part of Care South, a not-for-profit charity and leading provider of residential, dementia
and nursing care, as w.ell as care at home services across the south of England. Registered Charity No. 1014697. l‘t‘g TL\@ e ‘th:t cownts...
* Correct at time of print.
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New Towns, Triangular Castles,
Things Lost and Opening Doors

The Ringwood Society have just announced their programme
of events for 2025; including how Ringwood nearly became a
mega town and the potential to look behind some closed
doors, you perhaps never knew existed.

First on the calendar is a talk by Society member; Ken Chatfield
about designs the London County Council had on the local area
to expand with a so called ‘new town'. Although ultimately
defeated, a glimpse of what could have been gives both lessons
from the past and warnings for the future.

The rest of the year includes a trip to Longford Castle (famously
triangular in plan), an exhibition on the ‘Lost Buildings of
Ringwood’ at the Meeting House and History Centre, and a

programme of events and activities across the town, tied in with
Heritage Open Days in September.

Heritage Open Days is a national scheme which aims to give the
opportunity to visit buildings or enjoy events which are not usually
accessible to the general public, Bisterne Manor for example
usually opens its doors as part of the scheme. The Society is
looking to bolster the programme locally this year and are looking
for people who have interesting buildings or places who might be
willing to join in to contact us to express their willingness to take
part, by email info@ringwoodsociety.org.uk

Members of The Society, receive free or discounted rates to
events, depending on the event, but non-members are warmly
welcomed. Our calendar of events is wide and varied and full
details of are available at www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk/events

The Ringwood Society always welcomes new members to support
their work with projects and by joining the executive committee.
The more members the Society has, the more which can be
achieved! Membership of the Society is only £10 a year for a single
membership, only £18 per year for a couple, and students receive
free membership. Further details can be found on their website
www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk

What a Star...

Since the passing of Landlord lan Pepperell in December 2023,
Nikki at The Star Inn, has wanted to offer as much support as she
is able too - to the Macmillian Caring Locally Christchurch hospice
as she can, as it was at the hospice - lan was looked after in his
final days and peacefully free from pain passed away.

Having been introduced to their yearly "Jolly Trolley Appeal" by
Star local - Jude Batchelor, bottles of all description are collected
for the patients to enjoy a drink on the ward and for the on site
raffles as prizes - that the hospice hold frequently to raise funds.

Along with Jude in 2024, the Star collected an impressive amount

of donations, and it earned
The Star Inn a 'Golden
Partner Award' with MCL

- it was then Nikki decided
to organise a special event
to raise money for the
charity, She approached
local band 'Cadence' who
offered to play a fee free
gig, Tickets were sold out
in less than 24 hours for
the event, and with the
kindness of lots of local
independent businesses
prizes collected for a raffle,
the fundraiser was held

on Saturday 11th January
2025, and was a huge

success, resulting in Nikki smashing her £1000 target... with a final
total of £1528.50 donated to the charity.

Nikki and Team Star are looking to hold a similar event in Spring/
Summer of this year to continue to spread the word of the
amazing care that is given by Christchurch Macmillian Hospice to
people with terminal cancer and their families.

Nikki wishes to Thank everyone who supported her in this event
and continues to support her at The Star Inn.

Pictured - Lin Sharp (Fundraising and Communications Director, Mac-
millian Caring Locally) with Nikki Pepperell (Owner, The Star Inn) and
Local band 'Cadence' and the Star Customers at the event.
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Doris Champion - Ringwoods
Longest Resident

Doris Eva Champion (nee Hawkins) was born on December 15th
1922 and has lived in Ringwood all of her life except for when she
was in the forces ATS during WW2.

She left school at 14 and went to work as a kitchen assistant in

a house in Matchams House grounds. Soon after she arrived the
cook had an argument with the butler and immediately left, Doris
took over cooking duties and carried on in that role as the house-
hold enjoyed her meals.

When the war broke out she decided she wanted to join up but
she had to wait until 1940 when she was 18. After training she
excelled at driving cars and lorries, she was stationed in Scotland
(North of the Firth of Forth and Dundee on the West Coast.

She drove Bedford lorries transporting Service Engineers and
delivering Spares and Ammunition to the Anti-Aircraft batteries
along the West Coast. When the Germans concentrated their air
raids on London she was transferred South and she was stationed
at Park Royal London where Princess Elizabeth was stationed (not
permanently). She travelled to gun battery sites in and around
London and on the Kent Coast.

After the war was over using her demob payment she purchased a
convertible Ford car from a lady who was moving abroad and re-
turned home to Ringwood to her parents small holding which was
at the end of Westbury Road and where Poplar Way is now.

She got a job driving a milk van and delivering milk around Ring-
wood.

In 1946 she married her husband Gordon Champion and they had
four children Eric, Margaret, Brian and Edna. When the three eld-
est children were School age and the youngest Edna was looked
after by a neighbour in Wessex Estate Doris got a job at Hale'’s

OUR HIRE SERVICES:

e ——f
WRY
RSY\%P\.

Nursery on the Fordingbridge Road driving a tractor while the
other ladies planted or picked the vegetables and flowers etc.

She then worked at Wright Rain Crow for many years and even-
tually retired in the early 1980'’s but needing something to keep
herself busy she took over a football pools round and worked as a
Lollipop Lady at the junction of Quomp, School Lane and Mans-
field Road.

Her husband Gordon passed away in October 1992 and in 1994
she moved from College Road to a bungalow in the Highfield area
where she still lives on her own with assistance from her four chil-
dren and also a couple of helpers who pop in twice a day to check
on her to ensure she takes her medication etc.

She keeps herself busy doing jigsaw puzzles and wordsearch
puzzles. Just before Christmas she celebrated her 102nd birthday
and although her short term memory is a bit erratic her long term
memory is quite good. She was recently asked to visit Ringwood
Infant School (taken by her eldest son Eric) to speak to the children
and answer questions which she really enjoyed.

Caxtons

Of Fordingbridge
Hardware Shop of the Ringwood
and Fordingbridge area

Garden Essentials

Watering cans, hose fittings, lawn seed, plant feed,
weedKiller, Slug bait, tomato feed, lawn care, pest control

Seeds

Quality flower and vegetable seeds
Including the celebrated Franchi Seeds of Italy

Tools

Hand tools, forks, spades, saws, secateurs and rakes

Private Car Park

Caxton Decor

Tel 01425 652700 / 653489
26-30 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge

Like us on Facebook
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an exquisite selection of interior
furnishings & gorgeous goodies

creating forever flower wreaths, bouquets
& arrangements using the finest silk flowers

56 High Street * Ringwood * BH24 1AG

www.with-grace.uk ¢ contact@with-grace.uk
ig: withgrace._ * fb: With Grace * mb: 07786 074465

Tile Emporium has been an established business in Ringwood since
2016, they have had a rebrand, Tile Emporium is now trading as...Tiles of
Ringwood!

This is exciting news for the only independent tile company in Ringwood,
the same experienced staff are thrilled with the rebrand, especially the
new colour scheme.

Kris lona the managing director of Tiles of Ringwood has said: “It brings
me great pleasure to announce the new name and rebrand of Tiles of
Ringwood, | felt it was the right time to change the name and incorporate
Ringwood into our name, | am very pleased with the new branding, the
colour really stands out on the building! We have only had positive feed-
back from all our regular tradesmen and retail clients, we really appreciate
the kind words and support. We are in the process of changing
lots of displays within the showroom so feel free to pop in for some in-
spiration for your new tiling project, we still have many sale tiles available
from £5m2, they are selling quickly, a bargain awaits you. | would like to
take this opportunity to personally thank all our clients over the past 9
years, it is very much appreciated that local Ringwood clients and beyond
support our Ringwood business!”

Tiles of Ringwood have many different tile collections, from as small as
metro style brick tiles to large format slabs 120x278cm size tiles, they
have an array of different colours and finishes for all requirements, they
cater for all budgets for pretty much every room in your home. The show-
room is open Monday-Friday 8am-5pm & Saturdays 9am-1pm.

The trade desk is also open the same hours as the above, fully equipped
to service the professional tiler to the weekend DIYer, the friendly Tiles of
Ringwood team are on hand to give expert advice on any tiling require-
ment.

Tiles of Ringwood is located at Unit A, Ringwood Trading Estate, Castle-
man Way, Ringwood, BH24 3BA (Opposite the Railway pub)

Contact number is 01425 478769

Email addresses are kris@tilesofringwood.uk or
beckie@tilesofringwood.uk
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Avon Valley Men’s Shed
supports Fordingbridge Greener
Living’s Community Fridge

Last Friday (14th February) saw the result of the coming together of two Fordingbridge stalwarts, when
the Avon Valley Shed installed a set of shelves for Fordingbridge Greener Living’s Community Fridge.
The Fridge team had asked the Avon Valley Shed to build, supply and install a set of shelves to store
ambient foods in a more presentable and tidy manner in Fordingbridge Library where the Community
Fridge is housed.

The Avon Valley Shed is a group of people who have got together to focus on various activities, in-
cluding charitable community work, on a non-profit basis, on projects, share skills and build friendships.
The “Shed” was originally conceived to help men reduce feelings of isolation and loneliness, supporting
members’ mental health and well-being.

Fordingbridge Greener Living's Community Fridge is based in Fordingbridge Library and its purpose is
to reduce food waste by collecting food which supermarkets can no longer sell, but which is perfectly
safe to consume. The food in the Fridge is available for anyone in the community to collect and use, free
of charge.

Alison Ayling, Team Leader of the Community Fridge,
thanked the Avon Valley Shed volunteers for their work
which indeed enhances the appearance of the fridge area
in the Library. “They were very efficient in their work, and
easy to deal with as they are very approachable”, she said.

The photo depicts Alison with Kevin Graves (left) and
Bob Mellors (right) of the Avon Valley Shed.

To contact the Avon Valley Shed,
email Enquiries@AvonValleyShed.org.uk or
call 07428 590090

To contact the Community Fridge,
email fordingbridgegreenerliving@gmail.com or
call 07798 555500

Ellingham, Harbridge
& Ibsley Parish Council
NOTICE OF TENDER
ICE CREAM
PITCH
CONCESSION

Tenders are invited to sell ice cream,
hot and cold non-alcoholic drinks
from a mobile ice cream van parked
on a designated parking area at the
Moyles Court Ford, Rockford,
Ringwood.

The concession is to operate from
01 April 2025 to 31 March 2028.

The Parish Council reserves the
right to accept or reject any tender.

The tender application forms and
details of the conditions of
operation are obtainable from the
Parish Clerk, Ellingham,
Harbridge & Ibsley Parish Council,
PO Box 9710, Ringwood, Hants,
BH24 9HF Tel: 07840 146506

Email:
Clerk@ellinghamharbridgeibsley-
pc.gov.uk

Offers in a sealed envelope marked
"Ice Cream Pitch Concession" to be
received at the above address by
5.00pm on Sunday 23 March 2025.

Late applications will not be
considered.
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Bickerley Bus Appeal

As part of their ongoing 10-year anniversary celebrations Lovitaly
restaurant provided the venue (foc) for a presentation to the
Bickerley Bus Appeal of funds raised by Ringwood Round Table.
Table members Craig Adams and Matthew Ring handed over a
cheque for £2500.00 to a very grateful Philip Grant of the Bick-
erley Green Care Home. Donations collection boxes along with
funds raised through various events staged by Lovitaly also provid-
ed over £1200 to the appeal and Town Mayor ClIr Rae Frederick
confirmed a desire to contribute from the council held charity
reserve. Further to this other sponsors including Economy Vehicle
Hire and the Ringwood & Fordingbridge Business Network organi-
sation have pledged financial support to be confirmed at meetings
in the near future. The purchase of a very necessary minibus at
Bickerley Green is of course an expensive project and despite the
immense generosity of the cohort of donors (and others) men-
tioned here the need for funds remains urgent. If you would like
further information or are able to contribute please contact Tony
Ring by email at picket.hill@btinternet.com or direct to Tracey
Cotterill or Philip Grant at Bickerley Green - 01425 473312

NEWS

Clear Choice Solutions Ltd

Karl Scriven’s family run business with over 20 years of experience
based in Ringwood serving all Dorset, Hampshire & Wiltshire

Bi-folds
Lanterns

uPVvC Windows & Doors
Aluminium Windows & Doors

Facias, Sofits & Cladding
Maintenance & Repairs

clear.choicesolutionslitd

ﬂ clear choice solutions
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Caravan & Motorhome
Service and Repair

PROPEX HEATING
AND LEISURE LTD

UNIT B3, PLATINUM JUBILEE
BUSINESS PARK, RINGWOOD
BH24 3FW

Telephone:
01425 486950

+ Caravan and Motorhome Servicing = Whale Service and Warranty
Propexheatsource.co.uk

+ Habitation Checks » Heater Installations and Repairs
+ Safety Checks = Electric Installations
* Annual Servicing * Fridge Repairs

+ Water and Damp Ingress Reports  + LPG Vapour Tank Installations

We are looking for a Situations Vacant

Full time Office Administrator

Are you flexible, reliable and have a helpful manner, do you have a good level of computer & IT skills,
including Sage 50.

We need someone to work alongside our collegue in our busy office where you will be required to
answer phone calls both to trade and retail customers to help receive and process orders and pay-
ments.

Process orders taken through our website

Book jobs into our workshop eg. Caravan service/Habitation checks, Installations etc.

Packing of website orders when required

This position will suit someone who likes to keep busy and works well in a small team, sometimes
able to help in other areas if required.

Hours are 8.30am —5.00pm Monday to Friday

28 days holiday to include bank holidays

Work Place Pension scheme (opt out if requested)
Competitive Salery

If this sound like it might be you then please get in touch, as we would love to hear from you.
Phone, write or email sally@propexheatsource.co.uk
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Top things to do in winter in the New Forest

1. Crisp winter walks. Enjoy the peace of the New Forest at a time when the tracks and trails are quieter. There is beauty all around, and
so much to see. Try the Burley walk with views of heathland and wetland, or Whitefield Moor with its romantic hilltop views - perfect at
sunset. Travelling with a family? Why not take your little ones for a walk? They'd love to swish their wellies through the carpets of leaves,
and see if they can identify the bare trees from their structure alone.

2. Bird watching. The winter months are a great time of year to do some bird watching. A great place to visit for some birding in the
winter is the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust’s Blashford Lakes nature reserve in the Avon Valley, near Ringwood. Here, huge
flocks of overwintering birds fly onto the lakes to roost during the winter months.

3. And breathe... plan your detox. Relax as you indulge yourself in the tranquillity of a wonderful spa day or spa stay at one of the beauti-
ful Hotels in the New Forest. Spas at Careys Manor Hotel, Balmer Lawn Hotel, Chewton Glen and Lime Wood hotels all offer a luxurious
and rejuvenating experience. Add some treatments to your experience such as a full body massage, a specialist massage or body facial
wraps, all of which will leave you feeling extra radiant.

4. Pub lunches. There’s nothing better than sitting in front of a roaring log fire in one of the New Forest’s cosy country pubs after a chilly
winter walk. Many of them feature local produce.

5. Museums and attractions! Beaulieu, with its National Motor Museum and Palace House, is a top day out for all the family and it's open
every day of the year except Christmas Day. Lymington’s St Barbe Museum runs a packed programme of exhibitions and events year-
round. And the New Forest Heritage Centre in Lyndhurst offers a fascinating, interactive insight into the Forest’s heritage. For bike fans,
the Sammy Miller Motorcycle Museum at New Milton houses one of the finest collection of fully restored motorcycles in the world

6. Cycle trails. Two wheels is a great way to explore the New Forest, and if you don’t have your own bike there are several places to hire
them from. There are miles and miles of off-road tracks and low speed limit roads where you can enjoy a leisurely day riding by herds of
ponies in stunning scenery. One of the most popular routes for families is the two miles from Beaulieu to Buckler’s Hard. Or, for a longer
stretch, the six-and-a-half miles from Brockenhurst to Lyndhurst is a favourite - and all but 0.2 of those miles are off-road tracks.

7. Award-winning dining. Enjoy indulging in fine dining at destination restaurants including The Montagu Arms and Chewton Glen. Many
others offer an AA rosette or two, so the New Forest can boast some truly special dining experiences.

8. Winter breaks. Whether it’s full-on luxurious pampering you're after or a cosy family stay in a holiday park, the New Forest is a wel-
coming winter destination. Relax and enjoy getting closer to nature with the promise of a comfortable bed and a hearty breakfast.

Visit the official tourism website for the New Forest at thenewforest.co.uk for more ideas of what to do in The New Forest.
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continued from page 1

One of the lovely messages received encapsulated so many
audience responses: “just when you think you know a show well,
and come along to support, you find yourself to be truly moved

by the magic of the culmination of all the aspects. The cast were
wonderful and clearly so inspired and empowered by the support
surrounding them”

It was a demanding but exciting time staging this amazing show.
Students and staff worked extremely hard on all aspects of the
production in and out of school hours. Beauty and the Beast is a
well-known story and is difficult to put on stage for many reasons.
Not only does the standard of performance need to be high, but
the Disney magic needs to happen in every performance making it
a very challenging show for the production students.

Helen Hawkins the Director/Choreographer was incredibly
impressed with the commitment shown from all the students in-
volved, backstage and on stage. It was a joy and privilege to work
with such an array of talent and enthusiasm across all year groups
from Year 7 to Year 13.

HOPe

Even in winter it is good to get out and

enjoy nature and where we live.

| have visited many older people recently

who it are unable to do this and have become housebound due to
iliness or being forced to stop driving.

HOPe strive to bring a little joy into their lives. Sharing items

or photos from nature instigates stimulating conversations and
enhances wellbeing. They have so many wonderful stories to share
too.

If you would like to help us, help those who are feeling lonely this
winter please call -

Georgina Towler, Hope Befriending Coordinator on

07936 495 708 or via befriending@hopenewforest.org

GURKHA ASIAN FUSION

(T Lo

Welcome to our Asian Fusion Cuisine restaurant, where we offer a unique blend of
flavours from Nepalese, Indian, Thai, and Indo-Chinese cuisines. Our menu is carefully
curated to provide a diverse range of options for everyone to enjoy.

Gluten Free, Vegetarian and Vegan Options Available

Sunday Lunch Buffet - Eat As Much As You Like - 12:00 - 3:00pm. Adult - £17, Child- £10

LARGER SPACE AVAILABLE FOR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARIES, FAMILY
GATHERINGS, OFFICE PARTIES AND BUSINESS MEETINGS

DELIVERY WITHIN 5 MILES ON ORDER OVER £30

NHS, STUDENTS, BLUE LIGHT CARD, NAVY, MILITARY 10% DISCOUNT DINE IN

Call: 01425 471717

Email: gurkharingwood@gmail.com
Visit: 2 Southampton Road Ringwood, BH24 THY
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Fordingbridge bakery partners
with Salvation Army to feed
local families

In the heart of Fordingbridge, a simple loaf of bread is making

a difference in the lives of those struggling to make ends meet.
Thanks to a partnership with a local bakery, The Salvation Army
in Fordingbridge can offer free fresh bread and rolls twice a week
to people in the local community who struggle to put food on the
table.

Belinda’s Bakery donates bread and rolls to the Salvation Army on
Roundhill throughout the week. The church then opens its doors
to give the bread to those who need it:

° Wednesdays: 3pm - 5pm

° Fridays: 9am - 10am

The bakery, a family-owned business, is inspired by a desire to
reduce food waste, and making a positive impact while strength-
ening its bond with the community.

Mike French, Leader of The Salvation Army in Fordingbridge, says
this partnership aligns with the church and charity’s mission of
serving the most vulnerable in the community through practical
ways. About 18 families have been helped every week since the
partnership started

Mike said: "While a single loaf of bread might not seem like much,
its impact on people facing hardship is significant. We are grateful
to Belinda’s Bakery for this tangible act of compassion that shows
kindness can make a real difference. This simple gesture provides
much-needed relief for families and individuals struggling finan-
cially, easing the burden of their grocery bills and offering a symbol
of hope."

NEWS

“We have a family who comes and gets their week’s supply of
bread for lunches for each family member for the week. This has
enabled them to provide more nutritious lunches for their children,
as well as having a little money each week to put aside. It's some-
thing small and simple but making a huge difference.”

Beyond the bread partnership, The Salvation Army in Fording-
bridge, in connection with Fareshare, ensures food that would oth-
erwise be wasted from the local Tesco Express store is distributed
to local families. The church gets two donations a week of shelf
stable foods that it says supports at least four families a week.

The church also has regular social events and support groups that
provide a sense of belonging and reduce isolation, which can be a
significant factor for people experiencing financial hardship. These
include a 'Tea and Play Cafe' Monday and Friday mornings for
those with preschool children - it is free to attend, with refresh-
ments available at a low cost.

For more information about The Salvation Army in Fordingbridge:
Fordingbridge | The Salvation Army.

DELIVERY TEAM

We are looking for people to join our delivery team in

Ringwood & Fordingbridge - 3rd Wednesday/Thursday of the month.

Interested, please contact Rae at - Email: sales@rfnews.uk
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SMALL ADS

ACCOUNTANCY BUILDING

:i" Donaldson
Ross & Co
Accounts
Consultancy
Start-ups
Taxation

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Call: 01425 480814

ALTERATIONS

CARPENTRY

APPLIANCES

CARPETS

ASBESTOS

Kimbers

THE FLOORING SPECIALIST

Carpets | Amtico
Karndean | Wood

Ringwood:
01425 464355

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk

Est
oeo (:

CATERING

CATTLE GRIDS

CHIMNEYS

COMPUTERS

CLEANING

Eco Oven Clean

Local and independent
oven, hob and extraction
cleaning specialist
Fully insured
Contact Jim
01202 985 306
07717 441443
info@ecoovenclean.co.uk

DOUBLE GLAZING

ELECTRICIANS
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SMALL ADS
ELECTRICIANS FOOT CARE GARDENING HAIR & BEAUTY
GARAGE DOORS
EENCING HOMECARE
GARDENING
PHILIP STALLARD
OFF ROAD;)::::E:( Driveways HOME CLEARANCE

From Shingle to Block Paving

All types of Fencing

Trees, Hedges removed

Mini digger work from
Footing to Drainage

Work carries out by myself
(not contracted out)
Fast local service
07747 182093 & 01425 653105

JFOOTCARE HAIR & BEAUTY
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HOME IMP PEST CONTROL PLUMBING RESTAURANTS

PET SERVICES ROOFING

Paving contractor
Resin bonded

Block paving

Concrete

Gravel

Fencing

Drainage & Soakaways

PLASTERING

07733 33 33 65
01202 828 382 POINTING

TRAVEL

RECORDS

PLUMBING

J & L Maintenance
Roof Repairs - Chimneys
UPVC Fascia & Guttering
Brickwork & Repointing

Services
Flat Roof Repairs
References available Fully
insured
Free estimates & advice




TREE WORK

MISC

ARBORGRIND

Tree Surgery, Stump Grinding,

Hedge Cutting and Removal.

NPTC Certified, Fully Insured.
Hardwood logs available.

Free estimates providing a
reliable service with over
15 years experience.

01425 483331 / 07860 467952
www.arborgrind.co.uk

TREE WORK

TUTORING

WOODWORK

Need a suit?

Dislike shopping?
Can't find the time?
Made to measure tailoring
Ladies and Gent suits and
separates chosen in the
comfort of your own home.
Anytime - Day or Evening
~ Alterations ~
e Choose from over 700 cloth
samples e Styles to suit all tastes e
Personally delivered
e Prices to suit all pockets

Telephone Bill King
(01425) 654307
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SMALL ADS & BEREAVEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RINGWOODS OLD TIMERS
Fordingbridge and
surrounding areas covered
1 Bricky ~ 1 Plasterer ~ 1 Painter
Available Mornings
Site trained from youngsters,
looking for smaller jobs
Why use an OIld Timer?
We bring years of experience
to your job. Try us!
Brickwork
PLASTERING PAINTING
ROOFING
Telephone 07310 933912
Thank you

Outdoor
Wooden Play
Areas

Bespoke
Furniture

Mud Kitchens

And More

GET IN TOUCH FOR A QUOTE

07999 233399

DELIVERY
TEAM

We are looking for people
to join the delivery team
in Ringwood &
Fordingbridge.
Once amonth on a
Wednesday or
Thursday.
Interested, please contact
us at.

Email:
office@rfnews.uk

SMITH Robert & Delphine.
Congratulations mum and dad
on your Platinum
Wedding Anniversary
on 12 March.

Love Martin and Jenette x

SHUTLER
Valerie
Passed away peacefully on
Monday 20th January 2025, aged 85 years.

Funeral service to be held at All Saints Church, Harbridge on
Thursday 20th February 2025 at 1pm. All flowers welcome
and donations if desired to Alzheimers Society c/o
I N Newman Ltd, 22, High street, Fordingbridge,

SP6 1AX, Tel 01425 656286

BRYANT
Joan Lucy (née Coy)
Passed away peacefully on 9th January 2025 aged 93 years.
Beloved widow of Jack, much loved mother of Caroline and
Clifford, adored grandmother of Oliver, Chloe, Christopher,
Paul and Freddie. Great grandmother of Maisie and Rory.
There will be a private family funeral, but any enquiries please
to Eden Funeral Directors on 01425 837080

RAYMOND
"John" Steel
Sadly John passed away in Bournemouth Hospital on 2nd
February, 2025, ages 81. Late partner to his beloved Anne
and step father to Janet and the late Lynda. Cremation has
taken place but there will be a Celebration of John's life at
Ringwood Conservative Club on 21st February at 12.00.
Donations can be made to the British Heart Foundation and
Cancer Research UK.

GWENDOLINE
BARBARA ZACHARIADES

It is with deep sorrow and heavy hearts that
we announce the passing of Gwendoline
Barbara Zachariades, who peacefully passed
away on 14 January, at the age of 90, after a
courageous and enduring battle with
dementia.Gwendoline was the cherished
wife of the late Andrew, a devoted mother
to her sons and daughter, and a loving
grandmother. Her kindness, warmth, and
strength touched the lives of all who knew her. She will be
profoundly missed by her family, friends, and all who had the
privilege of sharing in her life.The funeral has already taken
place, and she will forever be in our hearts.

STEELE
Eric
Died peacefully on 9th January 2025 aged 94 years. Now at
rest with his beloved wife Sheila. Father of Alan and Anita and
much loved Grandad and Great-Grandad. A private family
cremation has already taken place.
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PROPERTY

Let's look at what's
happening in the property market. And ask, is
now a good time to buy or sell?

* In 2024 the property market ended on a positive
note.

The Bank of England interest rate reductions in
August, November and February helped invigorate
the market.

Prices held up well. The Halifax HPI says house
prices rose 3.3% in 2024. (There was a small 0.2%
monthly fall in December.)

And the Boxing Day Bounce was significant. Right
move says Boxing Day 2024 was the busiest ever for
new property listings and traffic

to their site.

The stats show that people are motivated to move
in 2025.

*

*

*

Where's the market going?

* House prices: Most forecasts suggest average house prices
nationally will rise slightly in 2025.

* Knight Frank forecasts prices will rise 2.5%.

* Savills forecasts a 4% rise, dependent on interest rates.
* Stubborn inflation might slow the pace of future cuts.

*

*

A summary of the market so far in 2025

Interest rates: Interest rates haven't come down as fast as many anticipated.

However, most forecasts suggest that the Bank of England base rate will trend firmly downwards this year.
Santander forecasts it will fall from 4.75% to 3.75% by the end of next year.

Barclays forecasts the rate could fall further to 3.5%, over the same period.

This should, in turn, make mortgages cheaper and buying more attractive.

* Prices seem unlikely to race ahead like they did in 2020 and 2021; we anticipate they'll remain steady.
* If you want to buy there is a good choice of properties on the market at attractive prices.
* If you want to sell there are a lot of would-be buyers out there. (As always, correct pricing and professional marketing will be key to

finding them.)

So it could be a good time to consider a move

One last thing: Remember that price and market forecasts are based on national averages. They can and do vary locally. So, if you're
considering selling and want to know what's happening in your area, it's best to ask a local expert.
As your local experts, we'd be pleased to offer a free market appraisal and valuation.

Do you know of a friend or relative who would find this article useful? Please feel free to share it with them.

Calling On All Land!

We had previously written about the revisions NPPF, an acronym
which stands for the National Planning Policy Framework, to
address the new Government’s planning ambitions to meet its
1.5m homes that it is hoping to deliver during the current term of
Parliament. In response, many of our Local Planning Authorities
including New Forest District Council, Wiltshire Council, Dorset
Council and BCP Council, have put out a “Call for Sites”. This is a
process that allows land to be put forward and be considered for
inclusion within the local plan process for residential
development.

The process of promoting land for inclusion within an emerg-
ing local plan can be time consuming and very long winded, and
whilst sites will contribute to housing needs, for those in
Fordingbridge, Augustus Park and the land on the Whitsbury
Road are relied upon for housing delivery whereas in Ringwood,
strategic developments on Snails Lane, Nouale Land and
Moortown Lane are expected to deliver in excess 1,100 houses to

the town along with much

needed affordable housing,

where the planning policy

requires up to 50% of

the new homes for this

purpose.

However, the issue is that

NFDC, as an example, will

need to increase its housing delivery by over 100% in order to
meet the government’s ambition. The time delays for the planning
journey now leave a gaping door of a failing “5 year land supply”
which will now introduce a “tilted balance” argument allowing
sites that can support new housing to progress faster via the
appeal route.

Trying to simplify a complex process is hard but if you have land
that can support development, we'd be happy to review this and
offer our opinion. Please contact Jason on 07798 621585
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Ringwood £550,000 Ringwood £395,000 Ringwood £299,950

Extended detached Bungalow Semi-Detached House located in Semi-Detached House located in
located in Ringwood. Three Ringwood. Three Bedrooms | Open the heart of Ringwood Town Centre
Bedrooms | Open Plan Kitchen Plan Living | Intergrated Appliances | Two Bedrooms | Open Plan Living
Diner | Separate Living Room | | Conservatory | Separate WC and | Modern Decoration | Enclosed
Rear Garden | Driveway Parking | Utility Room | Rear Garden with Courtyard Garden | Off Road
Cul-De-Sac Position | Excellent Patio and Lawn | Driveway Parking Parking for One Car | Excellent
Transport Links | Close to Local | Close to Local Amenities and Transport Links | Ideal First Time
Schools and Amenities. Schools. Buy or Investment.

Exceptional detached Chalet Bungalow located in St Ives. Five
Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms | Open Plan Kitchen Diner Family
Room | Main Bedroom with En-Suite and Walk in Wardrobe |
Large Rear Garden with Separate Annex | Plot Approaching 0.4
St Ives OIE £1'000'000 Acre | Driveway Parking for Multiple Vehicles | Offered with No
Onward Chain | Close to Transport Links and Market Town.

. First Impressions Count
. Sets the Tone for the Property
. Increase Buyer Interest 2 High Street
. Ringwood
. Enhances Perceived Value Hampshire
. Boosts Online Appeal BH24 1AF
. Increases Competition Amongst 01425 478 719

Buye rs brightwaterproperties.co.uk

A . SCAN HERE
Visit our website to see more

www.brightwaterproperties.co.uk to property details EI

read more of our blog!
M
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