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Grateful Hearts, Stronger Together

It’s official! The New Forest is a very creative 
place to live!
School children in Ringwood and 
Fordingbridge, are participating in an exciting 
CreateTogether project. They have been busy 
drawing pictures and writing poems to say 
thank you for everything in their lives that 
they are grateful for.

Some of the children’s work will be displayed in 
shop windows and Council Offices in Ringwood 
and Fordingbridge. Their work will also feature 
in a CreateTogether Exhibition celebrating many 
different forms of creativity including painting 
and poetry, quilt making, Lego building and 
photography!                            
			     continues on page 28
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Donaldson Ross and Co. are an innovative,
approachable and forward-thinking team
of chartered accountants, tax advisers and
business consultants.

• Accountancy and bookkeeping
• Business start-up and consultancy
• Tax returns and tax planning
• Payroll and VAT support
• Xero gold champion partner

Call: 01425 480814 
for a free consultation

12 Millstream, Ringwood,
Hampshire, BH24 3SE
e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Spring - is that you?
The evenings are getting longer, the
daffs are coming out, and the first
bumblebee has been spotted! 

That’s right - Spring is here! 

Spring represents a new beginning,
and with the new tax year
approaching quickly - April 6th for
those who don’t know - we’re
squeezing in some last minute tax
planning for the 2024/25 tax year. 

But, what does that look like for most
people? 

Maximise your ISA allowance
You lose your remaining ISA
allowance for 2024/25 on 6th April.
Use it or lose it!

Top up your Pension Contributions
Extend your Basic Rate tax band with
some pension contributions - this
might keep you out of a higher tax
bracket, or save you from the dreaded
hidden 60% bracket!

Utilise your Capital Gains Allowance
The annual exemption is just £3,000
this year (2024/25), so if you’re selling
assets, timing is crucial!

Start bringing your business
records up to date
If you’re a sole trader there are some
changes coming to how you need to
record and report your income and
expenses to HMRC - more on that
next month. For now, build good
habits, gather your receipts and
invoices and summarise them for
your accountant. 

A little planning can mean big
savings later. Need a hand making
sense of it all? 

Get in touch to see how we can help. 

How can we help?
Read our final blog in our “Getting
Started” series here. We’d love to help.
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Celebrating Mother’s Day
EDITOR

As Mother’s Day approaches, the 
charming towns of Ringwood and Fording-
bridge come alive with love and gratitude 
for the wonderful mothers, grandmothers, 
and mother figures who make our 
communities so special. This cherished 
occasion, observed on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent, is a time to reflect on the 
immeasurable contributions of mothers 
and show appreciation for the care, 
wisdom, and strength they provide every 
day. 
 
Both Ringwood and Fordingbridge offer 
the perfect setting for a heartfelt 
celebration. From picturesque walks along 
the Avon Valley Path to cosy afternoon 
teas in our delightful cafes, there are 
countless ways to make this Mother’s 
Day a memorable one. Many of our local 
businesses are offering special gifts, floral 
arrangements, and dining experiences 
tailored for the occasion, ensuring that 
every mother feels truly valued. 
 
Beyond the personal celebrations, this 
day is also a reminder of the importance 
of supporting those mothers who may be 

Darren & Naomi

Publishers:
Darren & Naomi Loose

Advertising:
Rae Frederick
07970 831881
sales@rfnews.uk

Editorial
editor@rfnews.uk

Telephone:
01425 563111
__________________________________
The next issue will be published on 
Wednesday 20th April
------------------------------------------
Editorial copy deadline
Wednesday 13th April
------------------------------------------
Printed by Blackmore LTD, Shaftesbury, Dorset.

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP
All non profit making community events 

can be adverised here FREE OF CHARGE. 
Please email your article to editor@rfnews.uk

facing difficulties. 
Local charities and 
support groups, 
such as Ringwood 
Foodbank, work 
tirelessly to assist 
families in need. 
This Mother’s Day, 
consider extending 
kindness by donating or volunteering, 
helping to ensure that all mothers in our 
community feel appreciated and 
supported. 

As we mark this special day, let us not only 
celebrate the mothers in our own lives 
but also recognise the incredible role they 
play in shaping our community. Whether 
through a simple ‘thank you’, a handwritten 
note, or a day spent together, let’s make 
this Mother’s Day one filled with warmth, 
appreciation, and love.
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01425 472104 
29a Southampton Road,  
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1HB

tapperfuneralservice.co.uk

Only available through our branches.

An independent family 
business founded in 
1904, offering a caring, 
sympathetic service to 
the local community.

-  Cremations, burials and 
unattended funerals

-  Prepaid funeral plans  
tailored to suit you

-  All funerals arranged to  
your personal requirements

-  Floristry and stonemasonry 
available

-  Exclusive access to Harbour 
View crematorium

BARROW BROS & TAPPER
FUNERAL SERVICE

4 Fridays Court, Kingsbury’s Lane

Ringwood BH24 1AB       

ringwood@peacockcomputers.net

Call  01425 333163

Home Tech-Experts

Simplify & scale your I.T. systems, 
minimise your long-term costs and 
collaborate with your teams

Your one-stop shop for computer and 
smart device repairs, sales, support 
and data recovery!

Business IT Specialists

Computer health check

Win / AppleMac repairs + upgrades

Cyber security + data recovery

New computers + accessories

Faster internet + better WiFi

Anti-virus software

Tuition + general assistance

Old tech recycling drop-off

IT systems architects

Servers + database design

Business email services

Cloud data services

Networks, VOIP + broadband

Contract or payg service plans

Websites + digital marketing

Software development

P

Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm & Sat 9am - 3pm

available off Kingsbury’s Lane 

Walk to Fridays court next to Pets Corner.    

Readers and Engineer Prepare 
to Record the 800th Edition of 
The Ringwood & Fordingbridge 
Talking News.
The Ringwood & Fordingbridge Talking News was established 
some thirty years ago reading and recording the local news 
extracted from local newspapers for the benefit of the Blind or 
Visually Impaired working out of a unit at St Leonards Hospital. 

Over the years it moved to the old Council Offices in Christchurch 
Road then to Ringwood Medical Centre and most recently to the 
library in St Ives Care Home.  Every fortnight a round-up of the local 
news is distributed on CD, Memory Stick or can be accessed by any 
one on line at bit.ly/3Tx2dDv.   

Although primarily distributing the News to individuals an 
increasing number are going into Care Homes in the area where 
they are listened to in groups or by residents in their own rooms. 
This is a completely free service with the tasks of editor, reader or 
engineer carried out by volunteers.

If you would like to know more about volunteering for Talking News 
please phone Peter on 07801 539516 or if you have a friend or 
relative who might appreciate receiving The Ringwood & 
Fordingbridge Talking News you can find Peter on the same number 
or email peteransell@onetel.com.
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Of Fordingbridge

Hardware Shop of the Ringwood 
and Fordingbridge area

Garden Essentials

Watering cans, hose fittings, lawn seed, plant feed, 

weedkiller, Slug bait, tomato feed, lawn care, pest control

 Seeds

Quality flower and vegetable seeds

Including the celebrated Franchi Seeds of Italy

Tools

 Hand tools, forks, spades, saws, secateurs and rakes 

Private Car Park

Caxton Decor
Tel 01425 652700 / 653489  

26-30 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge

Like us on Facebook

Wills, Probate & LPAs

Estate & Tax Planning

Conveyancing

Matrimonial

Dispute Resolution

www.meesons-spurlings.co.uk 
 

New House, Market Place, Ringwood BH24 1ER

 

MMMMeeeeeeeessssoooonnnnssss    &&&&    SSSSppppuuuurrrrllll iiiinnnnggggssss    
SSSSoooollll iiiicccciiiittttoooorrrrssss    

 

Need Direction?
Wherever you need to go, we offer  
a friendly professional legal service 

 
We can provide advice  

over the telephone, 
via video conferencing  

and in person 
 

Contact us today by 
telephone or email on: 
enquiries@meesons-spurlings.co.uk 

Branches at: 
Ringwood     01425 484420 
Mudeford      01425 275690 Christchurch  01202 473321

River Avon Bathing 
Water Status
  
  Fordingbridge Greener Living along with FLOW (For the Love of 
Water) CIC welcomed over 40 people to Avonway in 
Fordingbridge to hear an update on the quality of the water in the 
River Avon in Fordingbridge which is a designated Bathing Area. 
  
Guest speakers Jim Flory, Area Environment Manager from the En-
vironment Agency, and Matt Wheeldon, Director of Infrastructure 
Development at Wessex Water, presented results of tests by their 
respective organisations over the last bathing season. 
  Environment Agency
Jim Flory began by explaining that statutory testing is for faecal 
bacteria only, specifically E-Coli and Intestinal E…….  Overall, the 
testing for the season has resulted in a classification of ‘Poor’ wa-
ter quality. The next step is for the Environment Agency to inves-
tigate the sources of the pollution and then to work on reducing 
it.  They are clear that the pollution is most likely to be human 
sewage, the main sources of which are likely to be Salisbury and 
Downton, although there are small amounts from most of the 
villages.  Private septic tanks can be source of pollution.
There is a direct correlation between high rainfall and sewage pol-
lution and the Environment Agency is developing models to help 
become more predictive of water quality.
  Wessex Water
Matt Wheeldon explained that Wessex Water deals with a very 
large Avon catchment area with many rivers feeding into the Avon 
before it gets to Fordingbridge.  The main issue affecting sewage 
outflows is the high groundwater levels.  This can fill sewage pipes 
leading them to overflow into the river.  Again, there is a very high 
correlation with high rainfall, which not only leads to short term 
pollution events but also longer term as the groundwater struggles 

to seep away.

Wessex Water’s investment in the next 5 years will include:
•	 Sealing drains and sewers where they can
•	 Nature based solutions for the treatment plants (reed 		
	 beds) which will clean the water more thoroughly before 
	 it goes into the river
•	 Storage to hold rainfall
•	 Continuous monitoring to better understand correlation 
	 and causations
•	 Phosphorus removal

  A continuous monitoring probe has been installed at The George 
pub which will use AI to learn about river conditions, test the 
water and eventually become predictive of conditions and be able 
to give very accurate real time monitoring of pollution levels.  This 
will help anyone using the river to make an informed decision 
about whether to enter the water or not. 
  Adam Ellis of FLOW CIC commented that it is ‘inspiring to see so 
many people interested in the river's health’. 



Page 6 – Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

NEWS

C A R P E T S  –  W O O D  –  A M T I C O  –  K A R N D E A N  –  V I N Y L S

See our ranges online or instore:  
Christchurch: 01202 480900  
New Milton: 01425 610101
Ringwood: 01425 464355
  

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk
warehouse@kimberscarpets.co.uk
shop@kimberscarpets.co.uk
ringwoodshop@kimberscarpets.co.uk

Est 
1984

We include:

 Underlay

 Carpet

 Fitting

 Accessories

All-inclusive
Packages

Starting  
from

£19.99

Ringwood Rotary Club Schools 
Photographic Competition
The presentation of certificates and winners’ prizes for the Rotary 
Club of Ringwood Interschools Photographic Competition took 
place in The Barn, Ringwood School on 11th March 2025
Initiated in 2011 and organised jointly with Ringwood School, the 
competition has expanded to this year receiving over 900 entries 
from 35 schools invited across Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire. 
This year’s theme was LAYERS.

Judging was carried out by a team drawn from the Rotary Club of 
Ringwood, Ringwood School Art Department, The Royal Photo-
graphic Society Digital Imaging Group, Ringwood Camera Club and 
the Arts University Bournemouth. A short list of some 50 images 
were selected within the four classes – Adult, Primary, Years 7-10 
and Years 11-13.

The Winners in Student categories were, Emmeline Hall, St. Marks 
Junior School (Primary), Billy Dixon-Clarke, Trafalgar School (Y 7-10) 
and Freddie Serle, Ringwood School (Y 11-13).
In 2022, Rotarian Michael Lingam-Willgoss, a founder member of 
the competition team and a major fund raiser died. In his memory 
the award for the overall Best in Show, the MLW Prize for the Young 
Photographer of the Year, was presented to Billy Dickson-Clarke. 
The Arts University Bournemouth Prize went to Lily Cunning-
ham-Davis King Edward 7th School (Y11-13) and was presented by 
Josh Read (Course Leader, Foundation Diploma in Art, Design and 
Media).

Mr. Max Cheshire, an alumnus of Ringwood School’s Photographic 
Course, now an established Professional Photographer, was Guest 
Speaker.

The winning entries and the 
short-listed images will be 
on display at the Greyfriars 
Community Centre, Ringwood 
during the latter part of March 
2025.

(Attached: the Winning Image 
of the MLW Prize for the Young 
Photographer of the Year, Win-
ner Billy Dixon-Clarke, Trafalgar 
School (Y 7-10). Title: “Life is 
like an onion” and the AUB 
winning image, Lily Cunning-
ham-Davis, King Edward 7th 
School (Y11-13). Title: “Silent 
Layers of Life”.)
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DRIVERS WANTED
Looking for a 

full or part-time job?
Based in Ringwood, we are recruiting  
drivers for a range of shifts including  
school runs, day and evening shifts  

during the week or weekend.

Local knowledge is desirable. Minimum age of 25.

www.redexpresstaxis.co.uk
01425 47474701425 474747
Find out more by calling

"The show must go on” or “An 
Evening to Remember"
  A large audience were in their seats ready to enjoy a concert by 
superb musicians from Cologne. Behind the scenes the  
Committee anxiously watched the clock. 

  An earlier text message from the players had read "travel problems 
- expected arrival 
7.15 p.m”. 7.15 arrived, but the performers didn't! Where were 
they? Another text message came through “Expected arrival now 
7.50-8.00 p.m ”. The concert was supposed to start at 7.30! What 
should we do? 

  We decided to serve the interval refreshments!

  The audience were told that the musicians were experiencing 
travel problems. Everyone enjoyed coffee, wine, nibbles and 
conversation and the evening became very sociable. At 7.50pm a 
phone call 
confirmed that the musicians, known as Kammerphilharmonie 
Europa, were now at Cadnam and just leaving the M27! The 
audience gave a collective sigh of relief and decided unanimously to 
wait. We now drew the Raffle!

  The social aspects of the evening became more and more 
enjoyable and eventually at 8.15, to a great cheer, the players 
arrived. 8 
musicians quickly changed into formal dress, tuned their 
instruments and entertained a happy, relaxed and expectant 
audience with superb playing. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed an 

evening to remember. The music was varied and lively – ranging 
from  Vivaldi through Piazzolla to Gershwin with a wonderful 
trumpet concerto thrown in too!

  We are now looking forward to the final concert of the Avon Valley 
Concerts 40th season. It will be on Friday 16th May at 7.30 p.m. in 
Trinity Church, Ringwood. Our President, the internationally-
renowned concert pianist, and President of our Society, Leon 
McCawley will play a programme of works by Beethoven, Chopin 
and others. Do come along - you will not be disappointed.

Tickets in Fordingbridge will now be available from Caxton Décor,  
26-30 Salisbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1AF, and no longer from 
the Fordingbridge Bookshop. 
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Our ambition, your future

We are proud to be a highly successful, 
award winning Company that transforms 
older people’s lives. We specialise 
in building and managing 
high quality developments 
across the UK and were 
recently crowned overall 
‘Best Retirement Home 
Developer’ at the 
WhatHouse? Awards.

Careline
Support

Churchill Foundation
B u i l d i n g  a  d i f f e r e n c e

Your lifestyle • Your choice

Churchill
Living

AWARDS

For more information on our current vacancies 
 visit Churchill-living.co.uk/about-us/careers and search ‘Ringwood’

  Stunning, modern 
offices with 
beautiful views

  Career progression 
opportunities local 
& nationwide

  Colleague 
wellbeing 
programmes

  Extra day off on 
your birthday

  £200 John Lewis 
vouchers for 
expectant parents

  Ongoing 
investment into 
your personal 
development

  Free Colleague 
health checks

  Variety of other 
Colleague benefits

Start your next chapter  
with Churchill…
We currently have a variety of  
office based positions available at 
our beautiful, modern Head Offices in 
Ringwood. Offering both permanent 
and temporary positions, these roles 
require self-motivated, meticulous, 
and personable individuals who take 
pride in providing first-class service.

Our current opportunities include:

  Architectural Technologist
  Health and Safety Manager

 
JOIN THE 

CHURCHILL 
GROUP

Based in Ringwood and proud 
to be one of the UK’s ‘Top 
10’ employers as ranked 

by The Sunday 
Times, 

Join us to fulfil your career goals 
and see where our opportunities 
can take you.
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Understanding Investments-The importance of tax wrappers
Investments returns are primarily driven by investments markets, 
asset allocation and charges. Ensuring whoever is managing your 
investments are making sensible, well researched choices and are 
charging you a fair fee for doing so is job No1. 

What many people don’t understand is that the tax wrapper you 
then hold the investments in will also affect the financial outcome 
as tax can be a drag on performance. Therefore it’s important that 
you own your investments in the optimal tax wrapper for your 
personal circumstances. 

ISAs and Pensions are usually the first wrappers to consider as 
any growth within these are capital gains tax and income tax free. 
Pensions have more complex rules around contributions and with-
drawals but for the purposes of this article the important thing to 
understand is that the underlying investment content of both ISAs 
and Pensions are tax free. 

If a client has more money to invest then there are 3 main alter-
native wrappers; General Investment Account,  Onshore Bond or 
Offshore Bond. What are the main features and considerations of 
each?

1-General Investment Account (GIA):

Returns are subject to income tax and capital gains tax. Dividends 
are taxed at 8.75% and interest at 20% for basic rate tax-payers 
but these increase to 33.75% and 40% for higher rate tax-payers 
and 39.35% and 45% for additional rate tax-payers. Capital gains 
tax is now at 18% or 24% (basic rate and higher/additional rate) 
and the annual capital gains tax exemption is £3,000. 

The increase in the rate of capital gains tax and the reduction in 
the annual exemption means higher and additional rate tax-pay-
ers need to carefully consider whether a GIA is still the most 
suitable wrapper within which to hold their investments.

2-Onshore Investment Bond:

The underlying investment growth is taxed as corporation tax 
equating to 20%. Interest is taxed at 20% and dividends are tax-
free. Onshore Bonds are subject to the “chargeable event regime” 
which means that on surrender or death a tax event occurs which 
calculates the total return on the bond and any gains are subject 

   Plan for retirement
   Enter retirement
   Mitigate inheritance tax
   Fund residential care
   Invest tax effi ciently
    We provide personal fi nancial 

planning for business owners

5 Fridays Court   High Street   Ringwood   Hampshire   BH24 1AB

T 01425 208 490    E hgoodship@lonsdaleservices.co.uk    W lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.

Call us on 01425 208 490 for 
independent fi nancial advice

We help our customers:

to income tax. However a 20% tax credit is applied. Depending on 
the bond-holder’s tax position in the year of the event, there may 
be no further tax to pay or there may be a further 20% or 25% tax 
to pay on any growth of the investments. These bonds also allow 
up to 5% per annum of capital withdrawals for up to 20 years with 
no immediate tax charge.

Higher rate tax-payers now who will become basic rate tax-pay-
ers in retirement may be able to benefit from lower taxation on 
growth than a GIA but the key is mitigating a tax charge on exit 
which requires careful consideration.

3-Offshore Investment Bond:

The underlying investment growth is tax free so these benefit 
from “gross roll-up”. However they are also subject to the same 
“chargeable event regime” as Onshore Bonds and the same tax 
rules on surrender or exit but without the 20% tax credit. There-
fore all returns are taxed at 20%, 40% or 45%. 

It is important that there is an exit plan for these bonds. It is 
possible to assign segments of the bond (this is also possible with 
Onshore Bonds) so we often see these being assigned to a family 
member who is a none or basic rate tax-payer such as a grand-
child to fund university fees or for a deposit for a house. 

Tax rules are subject to change and are more detailed than a 
short-article can cover. Therefore it’s important you take personal, 
financial advice before making any decisions on which wrapper 
works best for your circumstances. 

Stewart, Harry and I are available for a free initial, no obligation 
chat to discuss and consider your personal situation.
Howard Goodship is an Independent Financial Adviser with Lons-
dale Wealth Management, 5 Friday’s Court, Ringwood Tel: 01425 
208490,  www.lonsdaleservices.co.uk. 

The value of an investment and the income from it could go down 
as well as up. The return at the end of the investment period is not 
guaranteed and you may get back less than you originally invested. 
The contents of this article are for information purposes only and do 
not constitute individual advice. The Financial Conduct Authority does 
not regulate Cash-flow planning or tax advice.
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RINGWOOD & SOPLEY 
SELF STORAGE 

Domestic, home &      
Retail use.

New 20ft x 8ft & 10ft x 
8ft containers on hard 
standing. Suitable for 
horse boxes & boats.         

A very clean site.
Telephone: 07717 310422

 Greening Ringwood has two Energy Events coming up in March! 

1. Home Energy Online Event - Wednesday 26 March 7 pm – in the comfort of your own Home! 

What will you learn? 
• An overview of the energy systems in the UK - by Bean 
Beanland (the Heat Pump Federation) 

• Interpreting thermal images that may have been taken 
by our volunteers, of your home showing where heat is 
escaping, plus small home hacks to keep your energy costs 
down – by Terena Plowright (The Greening Campaign) 

• The new hub for FREE advice on grants, getting the 
right advice for RETROFIT, and how to understand what your 
home needs to reduce bills - by Stuart Mills  (The Environment 
Centre (tEC) Southampton) 

Here is the online meeting link  https://msteams.link/81G1  
 

2. Our Future Energy Landscapes Workshop -  Monday  31 March 7 pm – Greyfriars Community  Centre,  
Ringwood 

 
Greening Ringwood is hosting a Future Energy Landscapes Workshop with 
Energise  South Downs – we want to come together as a Ringwood 
Community and explore the question…. 
 
‘How might Ringwood power its community using locally generated 
renewable energy?’ 
 
Come and join us for this interactive workshop to  learn together about 
different renewable energy technologies, and discuss how acceptable they 
are in our local Ringwood landscape and what difference they can make to 
meet our energy needs 
 
More info and to book https://esd.energy/events/future-energy-
landscapes/  
 
 
 
 
 

For more info on both of these events email greeningringwood@gmail.com  
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HEALTH, BEAUTY & WELLBEING

As a new  
patient, you’ll enjoy  

a warm welcome and 
personalised attention 

from the moment  
you walk through  

our doors. 

The Importance of Regular Toenail Cutting 
for Better Foot Health and Fall Prevention
Regular toenail cutting and foot checks are vital for maintaining 
foot health, especially for older people. Age Concern Hampshire 
is committed to making these essential services accessible and 
affordable, with Foot Care clinics located throughout the county. 
Offering affordable 6-weekly appointments helping prevent dis-
comfort, improve balance, and reduce the risk of falls, ensures old-
er people can maintain their mobility and live more comfortably. 
In addition to reducing pain, regular toenail cutting is essential 
for maintaining good posture, balance, and coordination. Healthy 
feet with properly trimmed toenails help ensure that toes remain 
straight and aligned, providing a solid foundation for walking. 
Misalignment or pressure from improperly maintained toenails can 
cause unbalanced movement, increasing the risk of falls. Ensuring 
toenails are trimmed regularly as part of a foot health check helps 
keep walking safe and stable. 
  Each appointment is conducted by a fully qualified foot health 
practitioner, who performs routine foot health checks as part of 
the service. These checkups provide an opportunity to identify 
early signs of other foot issues, such as fungal infections, ingrown 
toenails, and other conditions. Early detection enables prompt 
treatment, helping to prevent these problems from escalating and 
promoting better overall foot health. 
  Age Concern Hampshire offers foot health clinics throughout 
the county, ensuring that essential services are easily accessible 
to older people in various communities. With locations across 
Hampshire, and new clinics coming soon, these services provide 
regular toenail cutting and comprehensive foot checks, helping 
individuals maintain their mobility and comfort. For more informa-
tion, visit their website at https://www.ageconcernhampshire.org.
uk/our-services-hampshire/footcare/ or book an appointment by 
calling 01962 868545. 
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Your Luxury Skin Clinic in Avon Castle, Ringwood
Introducing Aesthetica, Ringwood’s brand new skin clinic offering 

bespoke treatments designed to help you achieve radiant, youthful 

skin. Nestled in the serene surroundings of Avon Castle, the clinic 

blends luxury with cutting-edge skincare technology and also has free parking right 

outside the entrance.

We provide digital skin analysis and personalised consultations to create tailored treatment plans based on

your unique skin needs. Whether that is to combat skin conditions such as fine lines, wrinkles and acne

scarring with our advanced radio frequency skin tightening, chemical peels, and microneedling. Or, if

you're preparing for a special occasion or seeking long term rejuvenation we would love to help. The

Clinicare Cinderella Facial delivers instant radiance, while the Skinbase Microdermabrasion facial

smooths and brightens the skin for a refreshed complexion. For deep hydration and targeted skin

concerns, the Skinbase Hydrofacial is the ultimate glow boosting treatment Enhance your results with

Dermalux LED light therapy - clinically proven to stimulate collagen production and restore your natural

glow.

Experience expert care in a relaxing, private environment designed to help you feel confident in your skin.

Visit our website for more information: www.aesthetica-ringwood.co.uk

�� info@aesthetica-ringwood.co.uk     �� Call or WhatsApp: 07388 517798     �� DM us on Instagram: @aesthetica.ringwood

Book your consultation today and let your skin journey begin with Aesthetica.
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Ellingham & Ringwood RFC 
Ladies team
Ellingham & Ringwood Women edged out a hard-fought 24-21 
victory over Amesbury Women in a dramatic and physical encoun-
ter at Amesbury RFC. Both teams battled fiercely, with momentum 
swinging throughout the match in a contest that kept spectators 
on the edge of their seats.
  The game began with nerves evident on both sides, but it was 
Ellingham who struck first. Just six minutes in, CH powered through 
to score the opening try, though the conversion was missed, leaving 
the score at 0-5.
Amesbury responded immediately after the restart, showing strong 
possession and attacking intent. Their persistence paid off in the 9th 
minute, as they crossed the whitewash, with their ever-reliable fly-
half adding the conversion to take the lead at 7-5.
  Despite Amesbury’s attacking threat, Ellingham dominated in 
the scrums, showcasing their strength up front. However, an early 
setback saw Emily leave the field with an injury, replaced by Nina, 
making her return to the team.
Momentum swung back to Ellingham in the 19th minute, when 
captain Alice muscled her way over the line, and Smithy added the 
extras, regaining the lead at 7-12. Ellingham’s defensive resilience 
shone through as they successfully held up a potential Amesbury 
try, denying their opponents a crucial score.
  The game’s physicality intensified, with Ellingham stealing a line-
out at the 30-minute mark and making good ground. In a bizarre 
moment, Holly’s kick found an unfortunate target – the face of an 
Amesbury player (again!), causing a brief pause.
Just before halftime, drama unfolded. A blistering breakaway run 
from AF on the wing had fans on their feet, only for the referee to 
mistakenly signal a try—only to realize she had been stopped at the 
22-meter line. With confusion reigning, Ellingham regained compo-
sure as PW picked and went from the scrum, dummied the defence, 
and crashed over for a stunning try, converted by CS, extending the 
lead to 7-19 at the break.
  The second half saw CB come on for her debut, and she nearly 
made it a dream start, but her first-ever try was denied. Amesbury, 
refusing to back down, found their footing and hit back in the scrum 
battle, eventually scoring from a 5-meter scrum, closing the gap to 
14-19.
  As the game became scrappy, Amesbury attempted an ambitious 

penalty kick from halfway, but it 
fell short.
A lengthy stoppage in the 65th 
minute due to injury seemed 
to benefit Amesbury, who re-
grouped and struck immediately 
upon the restart, scoring a try 
and conversion to take the lead 
for the first time at 21-19.
  With time running out, Elling-
ham pushed forward relent-
lessly. As the 79th minute approached, they won a crucial penalty 
deep in Amesbury territory. Showing quick thinking, CS took a tap, 
drawing in the defence, while EB came charging in from deep. The 
Amesbury defence had no answer as EB bulldozed her way through, 
bouncing off tackles to score the decisive try. The whistle blew 
moments later, sealing a thrilling 24-21 victory for Ellingham!
  Second-placed Ellingham & Ringwood Women will travel to take 
on Reading Kites next Sunday before their final game of the season 
at home against Supermarine Ladies on the 13th of April.
Ellingham & Ringwood: Anna Fogel, Elvira Berninger, Anja Dixon, 
Franki Ridsdale, Lauryn Thurlow, Alice Elgar, Maria East, Paige 
White, Charlotte Smith, Holly Veneroso, Bryony Thompson, Kimber-
ley Riolo, Charlotte Harvey, Emily Snowball, Ellie Dolbear. Subs: E. 
Watling, C. Baltazar, F. Howcroft, N. Hoadley, H. Sinclair.

Ellingham & Ringwood RFC 
Mens team defeat Bognor to 
solidify 2nd place position
Ellingham and Ringwood 1st XV welcomed Bognor to the Ray-
mond Brown Memorial Ground that was bathed in early spring 
sunshine to see if they could overcome the side that beat the home 
teams closest rivals for the second spot and promotion (Gosport & 
Fareham) last week. Es had to make some changes to the team that 
had won against Eastleigh following some injuries sustained in a full 
contact session on Thursday night, but the depth in squad proved to 
be beneficial to Ellingham in a hard fought game.
  The opening exchanges of the game were fast and brutal, Bognor 
came out of the blocks spinning the ball wide and really testing the 
home teams defence, but it was Ellingham that were the first team 
to get the score board moving when following an infringement by 
Bognor, winger Chris Frost stepped up and slotted over the penalty 
kick to give the home team an early three point lead in the 5th min-
ute. Bognor did not deter from their flowing attack rugby and in the 
13th minute they were awarded a penalty for several infringement's 
the last of which earned Frost a yellow card for a high tackle and 
the resulting penalty was slotted over to level the scores. Then in 
the 27th minute of the game following sustained pressure from the 
Ellingham forwards scrum half and captain Sammy Veneroso darted 
and sniped his way through Bognor's defence to score the first try 
of the game, Frost was able to slot the conversion to add the extra 
two points.
  Ill discipline by the home team led to them giving another penalty 
away in the 30th minute from a kickable distance and the visitors 
duly slotted over the kick for another three points, remarkably this 
was to be their last score of the game for Bognor despite their ef-
forts for the remainder of the game. In the 34 minute number eight 
George Randall who like many Ellingham players had a fine game 
powered his way over to extend the home teams lead and Frost was 
able to add the two points. This was to be the last score of the first 
half with the score being Ellingham & Ringwood 17 - Bognor 6 at 
half time.
  Ellingham and Ringwood came out of the blocks in the first half 

Back of the match: Charlotte Harvey & Forward of the match: Anja 
Dixon - (pictured together after the game)



Page 17 – Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

SPORT 

Poulner Junior School children 
Design New Sports Kit
Celebrations were underway at Poulner Junior School for the 
launch of the NEW sports kit, after Zacks idea was chosen as the 
best design.
  At Poulner Junior school a very kind parent Mr Murphy offered 
his help through a work scheme by donating some much-needed 
funds to support the purchase of a new sports kit. We decided it 
would be a great fun to involve all the children in a design compe-
tition to come up with their own ideas for the new sports kit. 
  The competition ran across all the year groups and they excitedly 
sketched out their own ideas, only restricted by the colours they 
could choose. Over a number of weeks with many great entries, 
the drawings were then whittled down to the top 3. Finally, a vote 
was cast by all the children and staff for the design of their choice.
  On 27th February the school held a special assembly to celebrate 
the winner, Zach Santus, where his parents and grandparents, 
Ringwood town Mayor,  Cllr. Rae Frederick and Mr Murphy came 
along for the unveiling of the NEW sports kit and the presentation 
to Zack for his very own set of kit. Look out for the teams in the 
new kit!!

with replacement Daniel Jackson jigging and muscling his way over 
in the 40th minute to score the home teams 3rd try of the game 
and Frost was able to convert the for the extra two points. Then 
in the 44th minute Frost got a try in the far left hand corner of the 
SPECSAVERS end of the ground in front of a delighted home crowd 
following some swift handling from full back Chris Jeffes, giving the 
home team their try bonus point. Leading from the front yet again 
which has been a familiar, but welcomed pattern throughout this 
season Sammy Veneroso once again found a gap in Bognor's de-
fence exploiting it perfectiy to score the home teams fifth try, Frost 
was having a good game with his place kicks and duly slotted over 

for another two points. The game was very hard fought throughout 
with some big tackles going in from both sides leaving man of the 
match Adam Higgins (pictured) a conundrum with who to give the 
hit/meat of the week to. Surprisingly the last score of the game 
came in the 58th minute with hooker Pat Fraser using his power to 
force his way over the line to score the last points of the game.

Despite Bognor's efforts they could not breach the home teams de-
fence, there is now a rest week and then for the penultimate game 
of the season Ellingham & Ringwood travel to Gosport & Fareham 
that could decide who goes up with runaway leaders Havant.
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On the search for the 
purrfect pet care?

Look no fur-ther! We Love Pets Ringwood offer the best 
care for all of your pets. Whether they are furry, 

feathered or scaly. Animal welfare is our top priority. 

If you require dog walking, home boarding, day care or 
pet visits, We Love Pets Ringwood are happy to help!

Contact: Catherine
07438 536040

ringwood@welovepets.email
welovepets.care/branch/ringwood

Befriending Positive Feedback
HOPe Befriending Service has been welcomed with open arms 
making a positive impact to the isolated older generation living 
in our neighbourhoods. Relationships are blossoming and the 
feedback received from both Client and Volunteers makes it so 
worthwhile.
“I love our chats the time goes so quickly.”
“I now have a new friend.”
“I enjoy having someone to tell my worries”
“A very nice gentleman. We have been singing, talking about his 
family, going through photographs”
“I was looking to volunteer for something worthwhile and Be-
friending has given me so much in return.”
We still need more volunteers to bring some happiness to more of 
our older people.
www.hopenewforest.org/befriending.
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Window Cleaning
Water fed pole and traditional  
for all your domestic and  
commercial needs

Gutters & Fascias
Cleaned and cleared,  

will include free  
windows and frames

Pressure Washing
Patios, pavements and 
driveways cleaned

Conservatory roofs  
and solar all  

panels cleaned

off with this 
advert quote: 
RFN2210% 

01425 477444-07759 949173
Also caravans cleaned ask for detailsallbrightcleaning@mail.com

FROM  
£10

FROM  
£50

FROM  
£60

 BEFORE

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 AFTER

Ringwood 01425 479 022 | Fordingbridge 01425 654 410 

FLORIDA &
ORLANDO

 2027 & 2028 DATES
ON SALE NOW

Terms and conditions apply. Customer must be 18 years old or over and have a valid email address and bank account to qualify 
for a direct debit with us. Ask in store for more information.

Contact your local branch today

Book now and pay on our interest free 
monthly Direct Debit payment plan*

Ringwood Royal British Legion
An update from the Ringwood 
and District Royal British 
Legion. 

The Legion is perhaps best 
known for its Poppy Appeal 
which takes place in the weeks 
leading up to Remembrance 
in November, but fund raising 
go on year round to support the work of the Legion with serving 
and ex military families and individuals.  Ringwood, the people 
and businesses have been generous supporters over the years 
and might be interested to know that this year (October 2024 to 
September 2025) South Hampshire has raised £986,922 to date 
not far short of £1 million a record and fundraising doesn’t stop till 
the end of September. 

Thank You.  

The next Branch Meeting of the Ringwood and District British 
Legion will be held on Monday 24th Match at 7.30pm in the 
Carlton Room of Club 22.

The Guest speaker will be Tim, the County Recruitment Officer.  
Everyone is welcome to join us.  More information from our 
Chairman, Brian Mansi ringwood.chairman@rbl.community

Home Library Service

If you or someone you know can't get to the library due to ill-
health, disability or caring responsibilities, the library can come to 
you via our Home Library Service. 

We can arrange for you to have your library books delivered to 
your home on a regular basis for free. 

We offer books in standard and large print and also have a wide 
range of audio books in various formats.  

For more information or to sign up please visit the website below.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/
access-for-all/homelibraryservice
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FOR RACE ENTRIES, SPONSORSHIP & MORE, VISIT
WWW.BRITISHPEDALCARGRANDPRIX.ORG

THE BIGGEST
RACE OF

THE YEAR IS
BACK!

SUNDAY 13TH JULY
RINGWOOD TOWN CENTRE
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HAVE AN EVENT 
COMING UP?

All non profit making community events 
can be adverised here 
FREE OF CHARGE.

Please email your article to  editor@rfnews.ukeditor@rfnews.uk

WHATS ON

What’s on at Greyfriars!

22 March – Moviola - Conclave
Ralph Fiennes is Cardinal Lawrence who is tasked with 
running the Papal election after the death of the beloved 
Pope.  The Cardinal uncovers a trail of deep secrets. 2pm 
for 2.30pm start, tickets available at Greyfriars or via 
Ticketsource.

22 March  – Flipping Fashion Roadshow 
Top quality pre-owned Ladies Fashion to buy or sell. 
Can’t bear the thought of uploading everything to an 
online reseller?  Come  and visit the Greyfriars Activity 
Centre from 12noon – 3pm. 

2 April – The Ringwood Society  
Ken Chatfield delivers an entertaining talk about an 
alarming 1950’s plan to turn Ringwood into a mega-town. 
7.30pm, tickets for £6 are available at Greyfriars or via 
Ticketsource.

5 April – Greyfriars Sping Book Sale 
We have a huge range of books of every genre and for 
every age group ready for you to peruse, along with an 
enormous variety of jigsaw puzzles. As usual doors open 
at 9am and we close at 1pm. Refreshments also 
available.

12 April  – Murder Mystery ‘Bring out your dead’ 
The Burley plays present our next murder mystery 
evening.  £20 with Church Supper.  Bring your own drinks/ 
nibbles.  Arrival time 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Tickets 
available from office@greyfriarsringwood.org.uk or call 
01425 472613.
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tickets available at greyfriars
 and ticketsource

FAMILY TICKETFAMILY TICKET

2 PARENTS / GRANDPARENTS
 + 2 CHILDREN

£20

Saturday 24  May 
2.00 for 2.30pm

Come and bring your 
children / grandchildren 

to the movie everyone wants to see

Bar provided - bring a picnic 
and your dancing shoes

newforestrhythmix
.co.uk

"It don't mean a thing"It don't mean a thing
If it aint got that swing"If it aint got that swing"

An

 ev
enin

g  of music and dance

New Forest Rhythmix 
swing, blues, popular rhythm n’blues band,

present an evening of music and dance 
plus raffle in support of Greyfriars

Friday 23rd May
7.30 - 9.30pm
At Greyfriars

Tickets £10
From Greyfriars or

New Forest Rhythmix
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Education Center
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 Join Us at Animals Voice: Become 
a Part of Our Mission
Animals Voice is on a mission to create a rescue center for our beloved wildlife and an 

educational hub for the community. We are reaching out to ask for your support as we 

embark on this exciting journey. We need Members, Volunteers, and Trustees to help us 

establish a community animal rehab and education center.

Our Vision

In 2019, Animals Voice purchased Butts Lawn Farm, marking the beginning of our dream to 

create a refuge for sick and injured wildlife. Our goal is not only to care for these animals but 

also to empower you with the knowledge to do the same.

Animals Voice has been working to safeguard our animals and environment for the last 60 

years but now we’re the ones needing the help. 

Theresa, our Vice Chairman says 

“We’ve had an amazing team of people around us for the last 60 years and we’ve done some 

great work but now its time for us to move to a more educational role so the people of 

Fordingbridge can benefit from this great charity for the next 60 years. We’ve got a great 

opportunity to benefit not only the animals that live around us but also our community. I 

can’t wait to see it get started!” 

Community Meeting Invitation

We cordially invite you to our community meeting, where we’d love to share our vision and 

hear how your thoughts, skills, and expertise can make a real di�erence. The meeting will be 

held on April 3rd from 3pm at Fordingbridge Town Hall. This is an opportunity for you to 

contribute to a cause that truly matters and have a direct impact on the people around you. 

We welcome any and all skills—there’s a job for everyone!

Our Future Energy Landscapes
 

How might Ringwood power 
its community using locally 

produced renewable energy?

Monday 31st March 7.00 - 9.30pm 
Greyfriars Community Centre

44 Christchurch Rd, Ringwood BH24 1DW  

  

 
Workshop created bySupported by:

Book your free space and get more 
information at 

  https://esd.energy/events/future-energy-landscape

WHATS ON

THE RINGWOOD  
AND BURLEY BAND 

Invite you to their                     
ANNUAL 

GENERAL 
MEETING 
To be held on 
FRIDAY 4th 
APRIL 2025 

at 7.30pm in the 
EBENEZER HALL 

GREYFRIARS 
RINGWOOD 

All welcome 
You are invited for tea and biscuits after the meeting 

when the band will play a short programme, time 
permitting 
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Lessons for the Future, or a 
Warning from the Past? 

.   
In 1954, proposals to build a new town adjacent to Ringwood 
for a population of 40,000 people were made. Now, the story 
of how our town was nearly subsumed is to be recalled in a 
talk hosted by The Ringwood Society. 
 
The talk, by Society member, Ken Chatfield examines the proposal 
by the London County Council, which was barely known about at 
the time and has since slipped further into obscurity. “I came 
across this story completely by chance whilst doing some family 
history research” Ken explains. “Immediately I was intrigued 
because, despite having a keen interest in local history, I had never 

heard anything about it.  That was enough to hook me in, and 
then as the story slowly emerged, I was struck by just what a ‘near-
miss’ it had been, and how it would have impacted almost 
everything about my entire lifetime experience of my home town.” 
Ken’s talk will cover how the scheme arose, what was planned and 
how it was stopped. Hightown resident; Major Colin Ziegler, was 
heavily involved in trying to stop the plans and this set him on the 
course of becoming the founding President of The Ringwood 
Society in 1962. 
 
Tickets, which are on sale through the Society website at 
www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk/events or at Greyfriars, are free for 
members of The Ringwood Society, or £6 for non-members. The 
talk will take place in the Ann Rose Hall at Greyfriars Community 
Centre at 7.30pm on 2nd April 2025, all are welcome. 
 
Since 1962, The Ringwood Society has championed our historic 
market town through a variety of endeavours, and always 
welcomes new members to support their work with projects and 
by joining the executive committee. The more members the 
Society has, the more which can be achieved! Membership is only 
£10 a year for a single membership, only £18 per year for a couple, 
and students receive free membership. Further details can be 
found on their website www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk 

A family-run care home with a friendly atmosphere.

01425 479492
RINGWOOD

9.7
Rated 9.7/10 on carehome.co.uk
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Your Local Skip Hire & 
Waste Recycling Experts

BOOK ONLINE:  
www.rfrecyclinggroup.co.uk

Call: 01425 652696

OUR HIRE SERVICES:

 4, 6, 8, 10 & 12 Yard Skips 

 15 & 40 Yard Roll On / Roll Off Bins

 Man & Van Waste Collection

 Waste Bags (Great for smaller jobs)

 Tip at our Waste Recycling Site

SAVE £20 USE CODE:  
CARNIVAL24  
AT CHECKOUT

T&C’s apply. Voucher expires 30th November 2024

WITH THIS ADVERT

HIRE A SKIP!

NEWS

Charlie and The Chocolate 
Factory
The two Charlie Buckets starring in Poulner Players’ recent pro-
duction of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory presented a cheque 
for £500, after the final performance, to Peter Vandervelde and 
Jo Russell from STARF, Stronger Together Across Ringwood & 
Fordingbridge.   

This 50th Anniversary Show played to packed houses the Feb-
ruary half term at the Waldorf School Theatre.  Peter on behalf 
of STARF, thanked the Players for their generous donation and 
expressed his delight in organising the raffle and thanked local 
businesses for the provision of valuable prizes.  

He also thanked everyone who bought tickets which resulted in 
over £1000 for STARFF, saying the money raised will make a real 
difference to families in need in our local community.

Tiles of Ringwood
Unit A, Ringwood Trading Estate, 

Castleman Way, Ringwood
BH24 3BA 01425 478769

-----------------------------------------------
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Fears for wildlife and further flooding if “absurd” house building 
plans go ahead on a New Forest floodplain.
Hundreds of people are asking New Forest District Council to reject a planning application for 140 new houses to be built on a local flood-
plain, next to the protected Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve.
Blashford Wet Meadows’ Location 
The proposed site – locally known as Blashford Wet Meadows – is at Blashford, a small community of c.65 properties about one mile north 
of Ringwood. The Blashford Wet Meadows site is bordered by the River Avon to its west, Linbrook spate stream to its south, and the New 
Forest National Park, just a few hundred metres to its east.
The land is situated at the southern side of the ecologically-significant Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve (managed by Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust). Much of the area’s 500 acres has protected status, with Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Special Areas of Conser-
vation being just a few metres away from the proposed development land.

Importance of Blashford

The Blashford Lakes and Avon Valley area is internationally recognised as an important site for thousands of birds, mammals, reptiles and 
plants, and its importance is recognised by much of the area having protection status:
i) SSSI - Site of Special Scientific Interest
ii) Ramsar Wetlands Convention
iii) SPA - Special Protection Area
iv) SINC - Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
The proposed development site at Blashford Wet Meadows borders these protections and, unsurprisingly, many of the Nature Reserve’s 
species use Blashford Wet Meadows for nesting, breeding, feeding and/or roosting; the two are symbiotically linked.

Outside of the environmental and hydrological objections, other serious objections include:

• Lack of capacity at all the local schools and GP surgeries
• The generation of yet more traffic on the A338 and neighbouring Gorley Road, and the currently single track gravel lane being used as a 
‘rat run’.
• The impact on other local infrastructure and services, including the sewage treatment plant near Kingston which was declared “very close 
to capacity” five years ago.

A previous planning application was REJECTED by New Forest District Council in June 2021 because of extreme susceptibility to flooding. 
In the latest application, there are hundreds of documents to read through and, so far, the only flooding mitigation measures that have been 
found would potentially endanger the proposed development itself, local water courses, and neighbouring properties.
Clearly, the District Council needs to contribute towards the Government’s target of building 1.5 million new homes within their five-year 
tenure but, as Chris Packham says, “Come on New Forest District Council … can we have a rethink here?”
Anyone wanting to comment on the proposal can do so at bit.ly/Blashford
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interior furnishings & unique gifts 
 an exquisite selection of interior  

furnishings & gorgeous goodies 
 

56 High Street • Ringwood • BH24 1AG  
 

www.with-grace.uk  •  contact@with-grace.uk   
ig: withgrace._  •  fb: With Grace  •  mb: 07786 074465 

 
 
 

silk flowers for weddings & your home 
 creating forever flower wreaths, bouquets  

& arrangements using the finest silk flowers 
 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NEWS

Poorly installed or damaged 
cavity wall insulation can lead 
to damp & mould growth, 
cold spots and heat loss and 
structural damage!

0800 043 0380 | 07564 821818
theextractiongroup@gmail.com

BOOK YOUR FREE HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

Located close to Ringwood Town Centre

Is Your Home Suffering 
from Damp or Poor 

Insulation?

Efficient insulation removal for a safer, warmer home www.theextractiongroup.co.uk
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continued from page 1

  Adam Skirton, Pastor of Poulner Baptist 
Chapel said, ‘It’s well known that creativity 
and gratitude are really helpful for our mental 
and emotional wellbeing, and we trust that 
people will be blessed by seeing all the amazing objects that have 
been created’.
  CreateTogether project organiser, Susan Baker added, ‘It’s wonderful 
to be able to showcase the variety of skills and talents people have! 
The Exhibition promises to be a joyful and uplifting experience!’
  Churches Together in Fordingbridge commented, “ We are de-
lighted to support this important project in partnership with our 
local community, helping people to reflect on all that is good in the 
world."
  All are welcome to the CreateTogether Exhibition Opening with free 
tea and cakes on Mothering Sunday 4pm at Poulner Baptist Chapel, 
Linford Road BH24 3HZ.
  
RINGWOOD - Exhibition Schedule (free entry)
*  Poulner Baptist Chapel: Monday 31st March to Thursday 3rd 
April. 9am to 5pm (additional opening hours till 7pm on Tuesday)
*  Trinity United Church, Ringwood: Monday 7th to Thursday 10th 
April. 10am to 3pm
*  St Peter’s and St Paul’s, Ringwood: Monday 14th to Wednesday 
16th April. 9am to 5pm

FORDINGBRIDGE - Exhibition Schedule (free entry)
*  Work from the children in Fordingbridge schools will be displayed 
in various venues in and around Fordingbridge.

The Branch  -  Town Hall Offices  -  Salvation Amy Hall  -  
St Mary’s Church, Fordingbridge.
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- uPVC Windows & Doors 
- Aluminium Windows & Doors 
- Bi-folds 
- Lanterns
- Facias, Sofits & Cladding 
- Maintenance & Repairs  

Clear Choice Solutions  Ltd 

Contact: Karl Scriven 
number: 07718926175
Email: 
clearchoicesolutionslimited@gmail.com

Karl Scriven’s family run business with over 20 years of experience 
based in Ringwood serving all Dorset, Hampshire & Wiltshire 

clear.choicesolutionsltd

clear choice solutions

Fordingbridge Town Council are 
saying goodbye to one of its 
longest ever serving Councillors. 
 
Councillor Brian Perkins is standing down from the Town Council 
after many years of loyal service. Councillor Perkins initially joined 
as a member of the Fordingbridge Parish Council and 
continued as a Councillor when this later became Fordingbridge 
Town Council. Brian's broad understanding and experience of the 
role of a Town Councillor will be greatly missed in the future as 
will his knowledge of the Town. 
 
Alongside being a member of the Town Council for such an im-
pressive period of time Brian has also run a successful business in 
Provost Street for many years where 'Perkins Motor Accessories' 
has assisted many locals and visitors alike with vehicle and bicycle 
spares and repairs. 
 
Brian was also a member of Fordingbridge Fire Station as a 
retained Fireman from 1974 to 1982. He experienced first-hand 
the incredibly hot and busy Summer of 1976 when Fordingbridge 
crews dealt with many forest fires across the area. This is still one 
of the busiest years for the fire service on record. At the end of 
1976 Brian and the rest of the team at Fordingbridge Fire Station 
were personally thanked for all their hard work and efforts during 
a reception at the Ashburn Hotel hosted by Fordingbridge Parish 
Council.
 
In 2004 Brian again became part of another group of local 
volunteers supporting the Town. He joined the then newly formed 

Community First Responders 
who provided initial assistance 
at medical emergencies prior 
to the arrival of an Ambulance. 
Brian carried out this role for 
several years. 
 
Fordingbridge Town Council 
would like to thank Brian for all 
the hard work and 
achievements he has been 
involved in for our Town and 
community over the last 50 
years.”
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Potters Wood
Verwood 

Whitsbury Green
Fordingbridge

Oakwood Grove
Alderholt

Discover our range of move-in ready homes and fantastic offers
at pennyfarthinghomes.co.uk or call us on 01425 613 958

*Stamp Duty paid up to £25,000 on qualifying properties. Terms and Conditions apply.
†Please contact us for an appointment to view The George. See website for details.

Pennyfarthing House, Ossemsley, New Milton, Hampshire BH25 5TL

The George
New Milton

Viewing by appointment only† 

Sales offices

Thurs to Mon
10am to 5pm

OPEN

Beautiful new homes.
Zero stamp duty.*

Find out more
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Caravan & Motorhome
Service and Repair

UNIT B3, PLATINUM JUBILEE 
BUSINESS PARK, RINGWOOD, 
               BH24 3FW

              Telephone: 
          01425 486950

Propexheatsource.co.uk
Whale Service and Warranty 
Heater Installations and Repairs
Electric Installations
Fridge Repairs
LPG Vapour Tank Installations

.

.

.

.

.

Caravan and Motorhome Servicing
Habitation Checks
Safety Checks
Annual Servicing
Water and Damp Ingress Reports

.

.

.

..

.

.

PROPEX HEATING 
AND LEISURE LTD

Revival of Historic Church Clock to 
Mark Milestone Anniversary
The iconic church clock in Ringwood marketplace is in urgent need 
of restoration in time for its 250th anniversary next year, as well 
as the 800th anniversary of the market. The clock's original 1776 
mechanism, a rare and valuable piece of history, remains in repair-
able condition, but it needs significant funding for restoration, this 
can be achieved through grant funding.
The clock's face, which was damaged by gales a few years ago, has 
been refurbished with a stainless-steel backing and newly re-gilded 
numerals, thanks to the skill of a rope access team and the expertise 
of the Cumbria Clock Company. While the clock's face has been 
restored, it has been powered for over 50 years by an electric mech-
anism, which became unreliable and now finally failed. The original 
clockwork movement remains in place in the tower.
Dating back to 1776, the clock's original mechanism is the largest of 
its kind in the country. With pagoda-shape frames, such clocks are 
incredibly rare, with only around 35 remaining nationwide, all built 
in the second half of the 18th century by a pair of clockmakers in 
Moorfields, London. Ringwood’s was made by Charles Penton and 
stands as a remarkable piece of historical craftsmanship.
Last summer, Jonathan Betts, former Curator of Clocks at the 
National Maritime Museum, inspected the clock and confirmed that 
it is complete and even retains its original paint. The Cumbria Clock 
Company has provided a quote for its restoration, but £14,000 must 
be raised to make this historic repair possible. Unlike the electric 
clock, which would cost £6,000-7,000 to repair with no chance of 
grant funding, restoring the antique mechanism offers the potential 
for grants that could support the project.
The clock’s restoration is not just about preserving history but 
ensuring it continues to serve as a symbol of the market’s enduring 

legacy at the centre of the town. Local support and assistance with 
making grant applications and fundraising efforts would be invalu-
able. If you would like to contribute or learn more, please contact 
clock@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk by email.
Let’s work together to see this historic timepiece fully restored for 
future generations to enjoy!
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The Lodge of Unity 132 and Freemasons 
in Ringwood and the surrounding area are 
supporting the Prostate Cancer Support 
Organisation (PCaSO) in their charitable 
work of screening Men over the age of 50 
to combat Prostate Cancer. This perni-
cious and insidious cancer is diagnosed in 
over 45,000 men a year in the UK (NHS 
England).
 
Left undiagnosed and untreated it ruins the 
lives of men and their families. 

We want to play a small part in combatting 
this cancer by encouraging Men in our local 
community to book on-line for a Prostate 
cancer screening Test. It is a simple blood 
sample taken from your arm, to measure 
the amount of prostate specific antigen 
(PSA) to be found in your bloodstream.  
The booking details are on the adjacent 
information sheet. 
A small donation (£15-20) is always wel-
come to defray costs, all donations go to 
PCaSO. 

Local Freemasons will be supporting 
PCaSO on the day; tea, coffee and biscuits 
will be freely available, and we would be 
pleased to explain to visitors the Charitable 
work we do for our Local communities to 
support many other Clubs, Associations, 
Groups and Charities. 
The Lodge of Unity 132 began in 1764 
and has been in Ringwood since 1774, it 
remains the oldest not for profit charitable 
Organisation in the town. 
Help us help you help others.

Prostate Cancer Screening Day at Unity Hall 12th April 2025
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DELIVERY TEAM
We are looking for people to join our delivery team in  

Ringwood & Fordingbridge - 3rd Wednesday/Thursday of the month. 

Interested, please contact Rae at - Email: sales@rfnews.uk

unit 18 batten road, downton, salisbury, sp53hu

01725 513313 sales@downtonbrewery.comwww.downtonbrewery.com

 we’re
on the

x3
route3RD MAY - CUCKOO FAIR

10TH MAY - FORDINGBRIDGE VE DAY

find us out and about 

UPCOMING EVENTS at THE TAP BAR 
29TH MARCH - SPRING DISCO - 6-11PM
18TH APRIL
19TH APRIL -BEER FESTIVAL - 3-9PM

tap bar open every friday 4 - 9pm

first thursday of the month - quiz night
last thursday of the month - games night

check  out our website & social media for monthly
specials & food truck info!

shop open monday to friday 10am-4pm

free delivery of bottle & draught beer
to ringwood & fordingbridge

every wednesday
minimum £20 order
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ACCOUNTANCY

APPLIANCES

ALTERATIONS

BUILDING

ASBESTOS

CATERING

CARPETS

CHIMNEYS

CATTLE GRIDS

COMPUTERS

DOUBLE GLAZING

CLEANING

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk 

www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Accounts 
Consultancy 

Start-ups 
Taxation

Call: 01425 480814

CARPENTRY

Est 
1984

Ringwood:  
01425 464355

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk

Carpets   |   Amtico 
Karndean   |   Wood

ELECTRICIANS

Local and independent
oven, hob and extraction

cleaning specialist 
Fully insured
Contact Jim

01202 985 306 
07717 441443 

info@ecoovenclean.co.uk

Eco Oven Clean

Fully Qualified, Insured and Registered
Careful Attention to Detail
Reliable and Friendly Service
Flexible Hours
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Proud to be Local

Call Frank now on
(01725) 472 377

Electrician 
www.Carlyia.co.uk

♦ Extra Lights and Sockets
♦ New Fuseboards
♦ Rewires
♦ New installation
♦ Smoke Alarms
♦ Experts on Rewires  

♦ Landlords and Home    
   Buyers Reports
♦ Electric Heaters
♦ Fault Finding
♦ EV Car Charging Points
♦ Garden Lights

No Job Is Too Small
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ELECTRICIANS

FENCING

GARAGE DOORS

FOOT CARE

HAIR & BEAUTYGARDENING

PHILIP STALLARD
OFF ROAD Parking & Driveways 

Specialist
From Shingle to Block Paving 

All types of Fencing
Trees, Hedges removed
Mini digger work from 

Footing to Drainage
Work carries out by myself

(not contracted out)
Fast local service

07747 182093 & 01425 653105

GARDENING

FOOT CARE

HAIR & BEAUTY

HOMECARE

HOME CLEARANCE
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DELIVERY TEAM
We are looking for people to join the 

delivery team in Ringwood & 

Fordingbridge.

Once a month on a Wednesday or 

Thursday. 

Interested, please contact us at. 

Email: office@rfnews.uk

HOME IMP PEST CONTROL

PET SERVICES

PLASTERING

PLUMBING

RECORDS

POINTING

ROOFING

TRAVEL

RESTAURANTS

Resinateuk.co.uk
Paving contractor
Resin bonded
Block paving
Concrete
Gravel
Fencing
Drainage & Soakaways
Call Justin
for free friendly advise

07733 33 33 65
01202 828 382

PLUMBING

Roof Repairs - Chimneys
UPVC Fascia & Guttering
Brickwork & Repointing

Services
Flat Roof Repairs

References available Fully
insured

Free estimates & advice
Tel: 01425 688394

J & L Maintenance
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ARBORGRIND
Tree Surgery, Stump Grinding,  
Hedge Cutting and Removal.
NPTC Certified, Fully Insured.

Hardwood logs available.

Free estimates providing a 
reliable service with over 

15 years experience.

01425 483331 / 07860 467952
www.arborgrind.co.uk

ADVERTS
Whether a mian 

advert or a Small Ad 
all have  access to our 

Facebook page and 
website.
Contact: 

01425 563111 or 
email sales@rfnews.uk
for more information

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASTLE (nee Phillips)
 Sandra

With great sadness, we announce that 
Sandra Castle passed away peacefully on 
23rd February 2025. A much-loved mum, 
grandma, sister, auntie, cousin, and dear 
friend, Sandra will be deeply missed by all 
who knew her. Her funeral service will 
take place at New Forest Crematorium, 
Stem Lane, New Milton, BH25 5FH on 
Friday, 21st March at 1:00 pm. To honour 
Sandra’s memory, please feel free to wear a splash of pink, her 
favourite colour. Family flowers only, please. Donations in lieu 
of flowers for Salisbury Hospice can be made online at 
www.funeraldirector.co.uk/sandra-castle or sent c/o Ives & 
Shand Funeral Service, 568 Ashley Road, Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset BH14 0AG Tel: 01202 716500
__________________________________________________________

GAUDION
Ellen Margaret (Nellie)

Beloved Sister of Nichola and Anna, friend to many, loved by 
many. died  at home on 22nd February 2025.

Funeral Service to be held at Ringwood Parish Church on 
Thursday 27th March at 11.00am.  Family flowers only thank 

you, but donations if desired for The Stable Family Home Trust 
may be made online at www.tapperfuneralservice.co.uk or 

cheques may be sent to Barrow & Tapper Funeral Service, 29a 
Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, 

BH24 1HB (01425 472104)

N e e d  a  s u i t ?
Dislike shopping? 

Can’t find the time?
Made to measure tailoring

Ladies and Gent suits and 
separates chosen in the 

comfort of your own home. 
Anytime - Day or Evening  

~ Alterations ~
 • Choose from over 700 cloth 

samples • Styles to suit all tastes • 
Personally delivered 

• Prices to suit all pockets 
Telephone Bil l  King

(01425) 654307

Outdoor
Wooden Play
Areas

Bespoke
Furniture

Mud Kitchens

And More

07999 233399
GET IN TOUCH FOR A QUOTE 

TREE WORK

TUTORING

WOODWORK

RINGWOODS OLD TIMERS
Fordingbridge and

surrounding areas covered
1 Bricky ~ 1 Plasterer ~ 1 Painter

Available Mornings
Site trained from youngsters,

looking for smaller jobs 
Why use an Old Timer? 

We bring years of experience
to your job. Try us!

Brickwork 
PLASTERING  PAINTING

ROOFING
Telephone 07310 933912 

Thank you

TREE WORK

MISC

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellingham, Harbridge 

& Ibsley Parish Council 

NOTICE OF TENDER 

ICE CREAM 

PITCH 

CONCESSION 

Tenders are invited to sell ice cream, 
hot and cold non-alcoholic drinks 
from a mobile ice cream van parked 
on a designated parking area at the 
Moyles Court Ford, Rockford, 
Ringwood.  

The concession is to operate from 
01 April 2025 to 31 March 2028.  

The Parish Council reserves the 
right to accept or reject any tender.  

The tender application forms and 
details of the conditions of 
operation are obtainable from the 
Parish Clerk, Ellingham,  
Harbridge & lbsley Parish Council, 
PO Box 9710, Ringwood, Hants, 
BH24 9HF Tel: 07840 146506 

EmaiI:  

Clerk@ellinghamharbridgeibsley-
pc.gov.uk 

Offers in a sealed envelope marked 
"lce Cream Pitch Concession" to be 
received at the above address by 
5.00pm on Sunday 23 March 2025. 
 
Late applications will not be 
considered. 
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Ringwood £529,950 Fordingbridge £210,000 Ringwood £249,950

 Market Research1.
 Property Condition2.

  3. Local Amenities and Connectivity
  4. Economic Conditions
  5. Legal Requirements
  6. Tax Implications

Visit our website
www.brightwaterproperties.co.uk to

read more of our blog!
 

2 High Street 
Ringwood 

 Hampshire 
 BH24 1AF 

brightwaterproperties.co.uk

01425 478 719

SCAN HERE 
to see more

property details

Ringwood OIE £299,950

Extended detached Bungalow
located in Ringwood. Three
Bedrooms | Large Open Plan
Kitchen Diner | Separate Living
Room | Bi-fold Doors to Rear
Garden | Driveway Parking | Cul-
De-Sac Position |  | Close to Local
Schools and Amenities.

First-Floor Apartment located in a modern block in Ringwood. 
Two Double Bedrooms | Large Reception Room | Bathroom and
En-Suite Shower Room | Balcony with Views Over Marshland
Accessed by Main Bedroom and Living Room | Allocated and
Visitor Parking | Share of Freehold | Within Walking Distance
to Town Centre | Excellent Transport Links | 

First Floor Apartment located in a
Gated Development in
Fordingbridge Town Centre. Two
Double Bedrooms | Open Plan
Kitchen Living Room | Allocated
Parking | Views Over River Avon |
Leasehold | No Onward Chain |
Excellent Transport Links. 

First Floor Apartment located in
Ringwood Town Centre | Two
Double Bedrooms | Bathroom and
En-Suite Shower Room | Allocated
Parking | New 999 Year Lease
Granted | No Onward Chain | 
Walking Distance to Local Schools
and Amenities. 
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Ringwood For Sale By Tender

A three-storey detached block
comprising of 12 flats, and with a
forecourt providing space for six cars.
There is 4 studio, 6 onebedroom and 2
two bedrooms.

Current Yield: 7.63%

Ringwood £399,000

2 High Street 
Ringwood 

 Hampshire 
 BH24 1AF 

brightwaterproperties.co.uk

01425 478 719

An exceptional opportunity to
acquire a plot on the outskirts of the
historic town of Ringwood. The plot
has significant development
potential STPP.

Plot Size: 0.271 acres/0.11 hectre

Exciting things are happening.

We're thrilled to introduce, BrightWater Commercial,
Land and New Homes. 

Jason as our new Commercial Director and Harry  in
his new role as Commercial Property Consultant.
We’re excited to have them on board and look
forward to the journey ahead. With their leadership
and insight, BrightWater Commercial is poised for an
exciting future.

We’re eager to get started – and we want to work
with you! If you have commercial property needs,
opportunities, or projects in mind, get in touch. Let’s
make things happen together!

The property consists of two storeys
which have been split in to an office
on the ground floor and a one
bedroom self-contained flat on the
first floor which is rented on a
Assured Shorthold Tenancy.
Current Yield: 7.14%

SCAN HERE 
to see more

property details

Bournemouth £1,419,000

If you have any questions in regard to commercial,
development, land or new homes , please contact our

Commercial Director Jason Lewis at
jason@brightwaterproperties.co.uk, or our Commercial

Property Consultant Harry Loose at
harry@brightwaterproperties.co.uk.



Page 40 – Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

GRANTS ESTATE AGENTS

01425 480456

The Furlong, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 1AT
www.grantsofringwood.co.uk
sales@grantsestateagents.co.uk

POULNER - PRICE £390,000 
Extremely well presented 3 double bedroom 
semi-detached house,lounge/dining room, modern 
kitchen, bathroom/w.c., separate w.c., garage, 
parking, gas ch, dble glazing, garden, no chain. 
Epc band C

RINGWOOD TOWN CENTRE - PRICE GUIDE £435,000
Superbly presented modern (2022) 2 bedroom end of terrace town house, 
cloakroom, open plan kitchen/living/dining room, en-suite shower room, bathroom/
w.c., garden, covered parking. Epc band B 

RINGWOOD - PRICE GUIDE £685,000
Delightful detached 4/5 bedroom, (2000 sqft) multi-generational family home offering 
versatile & flexible accommodation, large kitchen/breakfast room, craft room/home 
office, private gardens, extensive off road parking, walking distance of town. Epc 
band E

RINGWOOD - PRICE GUIDE £175,000
Ground floor flat, patio garden, level walk to town, hall, 
kitchen/living room, double bedroom, bathroom/w.c., 
gas ch, double glazing, no chain. Epc band C

RINGWOOD PRICE GUIDE £275,000
Spacious 3 bedroom townhouse, small open 
plan garden, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, gf 
cloakroom/utility, shower room/w.c. on ff, gas ch, 
double glazing, no chain. Epc band E  

RINGWOOD
PRICE GUIDE	
£850,000
Impressive 3/4                   
bedroom house, superb                 
‘park-like’    gardens ¼ of 
an acre, level walk to town, 
kitchen/family rm, sitting rm, 
dining/garden rm, study/bed 
4, gf luxury shower/cloakrm, 
en-suite shower rm/w.c. &            
dressing room to main bed, 
dble garage, parking. Epc      
band C

team
teamprop.co.uk


