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Ringwood School is proud to present another spectacular production, continuing its long-standing
reputation for outstanding theatre. With many former students now thriving in television, film and
theatre — both on stage and behind the scenes — the school’s productions are not to be missed. This
year, audiences are invited to enjoy Kipps, the new Half a Sixpence musical, at The Barn, Ringwood,
from Tuesday 3rd February to Saturday 7th February. Bursting with energy, the show is a perfect
family treat, featuring show-stopping ensemble numbers, uplifting group performances and plenty of
cheeky, heart-warming duets. Tickets are available at www.thebarnringwood.co.uk

01425 482509

Service For all your garden
Sales needs.....
Call us or pop
Parts infor achat

The Old Coal Yard, 18 Hightown Rd, Ringwood, BH24 INW info@englandsGM.co.uk www.englandsgardenmachinery.uk
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A Fresh Financial Start

With Christmas and the New Year
now behind us, January is a natural
time to pause, take stock, and start
the year feeling more organised -
especially when it comes to your
finances.

With the 31 January Self Assessment
deadline fast approaching, many
people are in the final stages of
preparing their tax returns. If you're
still  pulling information together,
there is still time, but leaving things
to the last minute can add
unnecessary stress and increase the
risk of mistakes.

The most organised clients we work
with tend to do one thing well: they
don't wait for deadlines to force
action. Instead, they keep their
records up to date, ask questions
early, and use the quieter months to
plan ahead rather than react under
pressure.

Getting things in order now can mean
fewer surprises when tax bills fall due,
clearer decision-making throughout
the year, and greater peace of mind.

At Donaldson Ross & Co, we believe
good accountancy is about more than

Want to read more?

We've got plenty of blogs available
to read on our website:

meeting  deadlines. It's  about
communication, clarity, and helping
people feel confident about where
they stand.

If one of your goals for the year ahead
is to feel more in control of your
finances, now is a great time to start.

If you'd like to meet with one our of
team to get the ball rolling, just get in
touch using our contact details
below.

Donaldson Ross and Co. are an innovative,
approachable and forward-thinking team
of chartered accountants, tax advisers and

business consultants.

e Accountancy and bookkeeping

e Business start-up and consultancy

e Tax returns and tax planning
e Payroll and VAT support
e Xero gold champion partner

Call: 01425 480814

for a free consultation

12 Millstream, Ringwood,
Hampshire, BH24 3SE

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk
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EDITOR

Wrap up and get outside.....

With the weather the way it is its very easy
to shut yourself away and wait for Spring
but we must keep moving.

We are very lucky to live where we do with
so many things to do and places to explore.

Living on the edge of the New Forest there
is plenty of outdoor escapes including
miles of woodland, heathland and trails for
cycling and walking.

- Moors Valley Country Park which is great
for family walks and nature exploration.

- Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve offers
peaceful lakeside paths perfect for bird-
watching.

- Avon Heath Country Park with open
landscapes with trails and picnic spots.
These are just a few places which are per-
fect for starting the year actively, recon-
necting with nature or planning scenic day
trips.

For more ideas visit www.thenewforest.
co.uk where you will find lots of interesting
things to do.

As far as the paper goes we have decided
to promote a local independant business
for free every month, everyone is strug-
gling at the moment so if we can help pro-
mote the small businesses locally we feel

we are doing our bit. If you look through
the paper we have teamed up with Forest
FM radio station to offer bussinesses an
amazing deal to promote their businesses
at a fantastic discounted rate.

Dont forget we also love to publish any
community events and club news so please
send us any good stories and we will do
our best to publish them.

Wishing you a wonderful 2026.

(@ Naent

[Darret

Publishers:
Darren & Naomi Loose

Advertising:
Nicola Matthews
07881 270844
sales@rfnews.uk

Distribution:
Rae Frederick
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Editorial:
editor@rfnews.uk
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01425 563111

The next issue will be published on
Wednesday 18th February

Editorial copy deadline
Wednesday 11th February

Printed by Blackmore LTD, Shaftesbury, Dorset.
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A Nice New Year Story...
Here is a nice new year story from a local resident!

| lost my wallet at Fordingbridge last Thursday and the first |
knew was when | got a call from Fordingbridge police. Three
school-boys had found it and handed it in. The contents were
pretty much my whole life: passport...driver license...bank card...
nhs card etc etc and £50! The police had not got the names
but thought the school was Burgate. | rang the school and they
tracked down the boys.

| went there and thanked them personally with a reward of £20
each. They were very polite and unassuming lads and one said 'We
just thought it was the right thing to do'.

This is a great example of young people 'doing the right thing'.
We hear far to often the negative stories about young people and
| think (especially with so much negative news in the world) this is
a nice story.

SPOT THE LEGO SANTA
WINNER

Thank you to all that entered, it was the best entry
we have ever had. There were many correct answers
but only one winner.

Picked at random the winner was

Verena Fermor-Dunman who wins a £50 voucher for
Cafe Bridges in Fordingbridge.

BARROW BROS & TAPPER
FUNERAL SERVICE

An independent family
business founded in

1904, offering a caring,
sympathetic service to
the local community.

01425 472104

29a Southampton Road,
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1HB

tapperfuneralservice.co.uk

- Cremations, burials and
unattended funerals

- Prepaid funeral plans
tailored to suit you

- All funerals arranged to
your personal requirements

=7

S
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- Horistry and stonemasonry
available

- Exclusive access to Harbour
View crematorium

CREMATORIUM | FUNERAL HOME
WOODLAND BURIAL GROUND

@Peacock
COMPUTERS

Call 01425 333163

ringwood@peacockcomputers.net
Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm & Sat 9am - 3pm

Home Tech-Experts

Your one-stop shop for computer and
smart device repairs, sales, support

and data recovery!

* Computer health check

* Win / AppleMac repairs + upgrades

* Cyber security + data recovery

* Tuition + general assistance

* New computers + accessories
* Faster internet + better WiFi

* Anti-virus software

* Old tech recycling drop-off

Business IT Specialists

Simplify & scale your I.T. systems,
minimise your long-term costs and
collaborate with your teams

* IT systems architects

* Servers + database design

* Business email services

¢ Cloud data services

* Networks, VOIP + broadband

* Websites + digital marketing

* Software development

* Contract or payg service plans

Microsoft Partner

’
. Consultants Network

4 Fridays Court, Kingsbury's Lane Walk to Fridays court next to Pets Corner.

Ringwood BH24 1AB

Only available through our branches.

B available off Kingsbury's Lane
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Ringwood Marks 800 Years as a
Market Town

This year marks 800 years since Ringwood

was granted the right to hold a weekly

market, a tradition that has shaped the town

for eight centuries.

To celebrate this milestone, a community

celebration event will take place on Sunday

12 July in Ringwood Market Place, offering

residents and visitors the chance to reflect on the town'’s rich
history as a market town and its continuing role at the heart of the
community.

Ringwood’s market dates back to March 1226, when a Royal
Charter granted during the reign of King Henry Il gave the town
permission to hold a weekly Wednesday market, along with two
annual fairs. Remarkably, the weekly market has continued ever
since.

Located on the River Avon and forming the western gateway to
the New Forest, Ringwood has long been connected to agriculture
and trade. The market has been central to that identity, adapting
over time while remaining a constant presence in the life of the
town.

The Town Clerk said:

“For hundreds of years, the market has been at the heart of
Ringwood’s community and economy. This anniversary is an op-
portunity to celebrate that heritage, reflect on how the market has
evolved, and look ahead to how it can continue to serve the town
in the future.”

In 1734, the Market House was built in the Market Place, with
goods sold beneath its open arches and the room above used for
manorial court meetings. Although the building was removed in
1867, parts of its original stonework were reused and can still be
seen today on the corner of High Street and Lynes Lane.

While the traditional annual fairs came
to an end shortly before the Second
World War, the weekly market has
endured. Many residents will also
remember the livestock market, which
remained a feature of the town until
its closure in 1989.

Local clubs, organisations and
community groups are encouraged to

mark the anniversary in their own way. Ringwood Town Council
would be pleased to help promote related activities through its
social media channels, and a commemorative logo is available to
support anniversary events.

For more information, or to share plans for the celebration, please
contact Ringwood Town Council.

W2esvis @ Spuplings
Julichivgs

Contact us today by
telephone or email on:
enquiries@meesons-spurlings.co.uk

Branches at:

Ringwood 01425 484420
Mudeford 01425 275690

www.meesons-spurlings.co.uk
New House, Market Place, Ringwood BH24 1ER
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“Amphibians are friends” -
a unique outdoor photo gallery

Rangers at Moors Valley Country Park and Forest have teamed up
with Ringwood and Poulner Toad Patrol to stage a unique, free,

large scale outdoor photo gallery.

It will be on display for six months from 12 January 2026 until July
at a purpose-designed setting close to the popular Play Trail at
Moors Valley. An official launch event which will be open to all will

take place at 11am on Valentine’s Day, 14th February.

|n

Called “Amphibians are friends - a tale of toad patro
is the brainchild of Louis Pulford, a keen local wildlife

photographer, creative professional and regular volunteer with the

patrol.

“There’s a common misconception that toads are ugly, but in fact
they’re really beautiful,” said Louis. “I like to take a few seconds

- the gallery

“We're so happy to have this opportunity to tell people a bit more
about the importance of toads,” said Nicola Yorke who runs the
patrol. “Very sadly amphibians are in decline across the UK due
to habitat loss and changing weather patterns, and our local toad
population is no exception. Luckily we have a wonderful team of
dedicated, passionate volunteers who turn out in all weathers to
help them. Every life we're able to save is precious.”

to get close up pictures of them when I'm out on patrol, and it's a

privilege to be able to share them with other people who love and

want to protect wildlife”

Moors Valley Country Park and Forest is an award-winning visitor
attraction which is a joint venture between Dorset Council and
Forestry England.

Set in a wooded glade right in the heart of Moors Valley, the out-

door display features twelve super size posters to showcase bold,
dramatic photos of common toads and other amphibians, and the

vital part they play in our ecosystem.

Volunteers at Ringwood and Poulner Toad Patrol help to save the
lives of migrating toads as they cross a busy rural road just north

of Ringwood during their breeding season.

Kimbers £e
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See our ranges online or instore:
Christchurch: 01202 480900
New Milton: 01425 610101
Ringwood: 01425 464355

Natalie Crabb, Moors Valley Recreation Manager, said "We're
really excited to hold our first locally run outdoor exhibition at
Moors Valley. The work that the Ringwood and Poulner Toad
Patrol team do is so worthwhile and these striking photos are a
brilliant way of sharing this with our Moors Valley audience. We
can't wait for our visitors to come and enjoy the exhibition and
learn something new from this unique experience."

For more information email rptoadpatroll@gmail.com

NOW
£31.99m?
previously
£41.99m?

Karndean
Herringbone
Planks
reduced for
Autumn by
£10m?

AMTICO KARNDEAN VINYLS

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk
warehouse@kimberscarpets.co.uk
shop@kimberscarpets.co.uk
ringwoodshop@kimberscarpets.co.uk

e in
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HEALTH, BEAUTY & WELLBEING

olly Locks

Luxury Hair Extensions & Styling
s
*‘ Beautiful hair starts here

At Dolly Locks we specialise in creating seamless,
natural looking hair transformations with premium
extension methods and expert styling.

HAIR EXTENSIONS STYLING SERVICES
LA Wgave ) Curling - Waving - Crimping
Tape-in Extensions Wash & Blow Dry Treatments

Nano Bonds

Hybrid Techniques
New Fittings
Maintenance/ Refits
Removals

Repairs

? The Doll Hause

35 Palmerston Road,
Bournemouth BH1 4HN

Instagram : Dollylocksx
D4 Email : Dollylocksx@gmail.com

Mention this ad for 10% off your first fitting or styling!

Southfield

DENTAL PRACTICE

As a new
patient, you'll enjoy
a warm welcome and

ACCGpting oot
New Patients

you walk through
our doors.

Southfield Dental Practice, 115 Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3AQ

Callus: 01425 489283 | enquiries@southfield-dental.co.uk | southfield-dental.co.uk
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HEALTH, BEAUTY & WELLBEING

New Year, New You - What ‘New You

Means at Elements

Comprehensive assessment of
metabolic age, body composition,
strength and mobility

Tailored wellness plan
focused on your goals

Total-body recovery to boost
energy and reduce inflammation

Strength, flexibility and balance
training for long-term results

Google Rating

50 kv

Based on 328 reviews

Ringwood Clinic
39 Southampton Road, Ringwood

: BH24 THE
Discover our Money Back Guarantee 01425 839908
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Understanding Investments - Hoping to retire within the next 5

years?

We work with many clients in their 50's who start to think about
reducing their working hours or retiring. They realise that there are
a finite number of working years ahead and want to save tax and
maximise their savings during their peak earning years.

Often we see people paying more tax than they need, with the
subsequent tax savings we identify helping them build their own
retirement fund. Many people have pensions and investments but
are invested in default funds with no idea of what the funds invest
in and whether they are suitable for their own retirement needs.
They often hold a number of pension plans built up over the years
and don’t know what they are paying in charges or whether the
plans include any guaranteed benefits, which could be very valua-
ble at retirement.

Realising there is less than 5 years to accumulate sufficient capital
on which to live once retired, clients want to know “how much will
we need?”. This is one of the most important questions which can-
not easily be answered unless you have specific, financial planning
tools and software (which we do!).

I've listed below some of the key information required to help
create a plan.

1-Understand what loans (including mortgage) are outstanding,
what interest is being charged and when they are due to be repaid.
It is important to be debt free at retirement, albeit there are
number of ways to achieve that depending on your personal tax
situation.

2-Obtain a state pension projection to understand what you

will be entitled to and when. This can be obtained online via the
Government website and will be a valuable source of inflation-pro-
tected income at the state pension age. It is possible to top this up
with lump sum or regular payments if you haven't been credited
with the full 35 years of National Insurance contributions.
3-Obtain projections from any Defined Benefit Pensions. These
can also provide future inflation-protected income and the date
they are due to commence will vary depending on scheme rules.

4-Quantify your personal assets which include cash, investments
and property. Understand what your investments such as ISAS
and Pensions are invested in, what you are paying in charges and
to what level of risk they are exposed. Is this too low or too high
or just right, based on when you plan to retire? Do your pension
plans allow full pension freedom flexibility in the way you can
access income in retirement (Flexi-Access Drawdown, UFPLS,
Annuities)?

It's possible to switch between pension and ISA providers if it

is identified there is a financial advantage (lower charges, wider
investment choice or more flexible ways to draw income in retire-
ment). It's also possible to consolidate multiple plans with the aim
to reduce charges and simplify.

We utilise specialist cash-flow tools which help clients identify
“how much is enough?". Once in retirement, we help them max-
imise their lifestyles by showing them whether their retirement
“wish-list” is affordable and if so, encouraging them to do things
whilst they are fit and able.

If you'd like to learn more or discuss your personal situation, we
would be delighted to meet for a free, no obligation initial chat.

Howard Goodship is an Independent Financial Adviser with Lonsdale
Wealth Management, 5 Friday’s Court, Ringwood Tel: 01425 208490
www.lonsdaleservices.co.uk

The value of an investment and the income from it could go down
as well as up. The return at the end of the investment period is not
guaranteed and you may get back less than you originally invested.
The contents of this article are for information purposes only and
do not constitute individual advice. The Financial Conduct Author-
ity does not regulate Cash Flow Plans or Cash Flow Modelling.

LONSDALE

Wealth Management

We help our customers:

> Plan for retirement

> Enter retirement

> Mitigate inheritance tax
> Fund residential care

> Invest tax efficiently

>

We provide personal financial
planning for business owners

Call us on 01425 208 490 for
independent financial advice

5 Fridays Court High Street Ringwood Hampshire BH24 1AB
01425 208 490 E hgoodship@lonsdaleservices.co.uk lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.
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SHOP LOCAL...

Name: Rose Rowe & Jacob Clark

Business Name: Animal Avenue Pet Supplies

When did you open?

We first opened its doors in February 2024

at the Moody Cow Farm Shop, located at the

former Ringwood Town & Country Experience

site. This was where our journey began and where we started
building our customer base and gaining hands-on experience

as new business owners. After an amazing year of learning and
growth, we took the next big step and opened our own shop in
town on Southampton Road in February 2025, as this was always
the dream, which we never thought would be possible so quickly
into our journey. This has allowed us to be more accessible to the
local community and continue growing our brand.

Why did you open?

We are a young couple who took the plunge to open our own
business at just 22 years old. Animals have always been a huge
part of our lives, and we wanted to create a safe, welcoming,

and comforting space for both pets and their owners. Our main
passion lies in dog nutrition, and we love being able to educate
and support owners who may feel overwhelmed. With so much
conflicting information online and across social media, navigating
the right diet for your dog can feel like a minefield. We wanted to
create a place where people can come for honest advice,
reassurance, and guidance tailored to their individual dog. Animal
Avenue allows our passion to shine through while helping people
make confident, informed choices about their pet’s health.

What do you offer?

We offer a wide range of raw and natural pet foods, carefully
selected to support optimal health and wellbeing. We also have
our own brand of high-meat, grain-free, hypoallergenic kibble, as
well as cold-pressed dog food. Alongside nutrition, we stock an
exciting and thoughtfully handpicked selection of walking
accessories, dog toys, and enrichment products. Everything we sell
is something we truly believe in and would use with our own pets,
which gives customers peace of mind knowing each product has
been carefully chosen.

Why should people shop with you?

We pride ourselves on offering high-quality items at

reasonable prices, alongside friendly, approachable, and
knowledgeable customer service. As an independent business run
solely by the two of us, every purchase directly supports us and
helps turn our dream into a reality. You're also supporting a young
couple taking their first steps into building a life in the real world
through something we truly love. For us, this isn't just a shop, it's
something deeply personal. As a child, | (Rose) used to play “pet
shop,” dreaming of one day owning my own, and now that dream
has come true. When customers shop with us, they’re

supporting a small local business built on passion, care, and
dedication. We are also a completely no-judgment space, and we
welcome all dogs into our shop, no matter how nervous, reactive,
shy, or excitable they may be. We understand that every dog is
different and deserves patience, understanding, and kindness.
Our goal is to create a calm, safe, and supportive environment
where both dogs and their owners feel comfortable, accepted, and
listened to. We also have our very own dog “photo chair” in store,
a fun little feature where your dog gets their moment to shine! We
take a photography-grade portrait completely free of charge,
giving you a gorgeous keepsake to take home. If you'd like, your
dog may even become a mini star and be featured on our social

media pages. It's

a joyful, personal
touch that lets us
celebrate every

dog who walks
through the doors

of Animal Avenue,
because every

good dog deserves
their spotlight. We
are also proud to
support our local dog
rescue, Poppy’s Pals
Rescue. We regularly
help raise money for

the rescue, accept 43 Southampton Road, Ringwood

donations in store, and personally deliver them to ensure they
reach the dogs who need them most. In addition, we invite one

of the rescue dogs currently in kennels to spend a day with us at
the shop, where they are thoroughly spoiled and given the chance
to enjoy some time out. These days help the dogs experience
everyday life, gain confidence, and enjoy valuable face-to-face
interaction with customers, all while helping them on their journey
to finding their forever homes.

How'’s business?

Like most small businesses, things go up and down. We're still

in the process of establishing ourselves and building our brand
within the community. That said, we're gradually growing, and it’s
incredibly rewarding to see both new customers and familiar faces
returning through our doors. Each week brings more confidence
that we're heading in the right direction. Alongside the shop,
we've been growing our social media presence, using it not only
to advertise what we offer but also to have a bit of fun and show
our personalities. This has been really well received by customers,
often giving them a laugh and helping people feel more connected
to us and the business. We've also recently launched our online
store, which has been an exciting step forward and allows us to
reach and support customers beyond the local area while
continuing to grow Animal Avenue.

Any message to local residents?

We would love to thank the local community for their continued
support and warm welcome. Whether you're a long-time customer
or someone who hasn't visited us yet, we'd love to meet you and
your pets. Please don't hesitate to pop in for advice, a chat, or to
explore what we have to offer, even if you're just starting your pet
nutrition journey. Please consider supporting your local
independent businesses before turning to large corporations and
chains. When you shop locally, your purchase truly matters, it

supports real people, real
dreams, and helps keep the
community thriving. Every sale
makes a genuine difference and
allows small businesses like

Spring Wellness
Retreat

ours to continue doing what Yoga With Bella
we love. Y

@® 8" March 9:45am-5pm

Special offer:

To say thank you, we are offering
10% off any in-store purchase
when you present this article at

the till. S [mw ]

Last Chance! price from £201
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The Rotary Club of Ringwood
organised another great
CHRISTMAS EVE 2025 IN
RINGWOOD With Carols and
Father Christmas

The Rotary Club of Ringwood once again organised the Christmas
Eve Carol Service in our Market Place, complete with Santa’s
Grotto and accompanying Bands. Instead of the children who
attend receiving gifts from Father Christmas, they give him a gift
which is then passed on to local Childrens Homes and Special
Schools, a community feature which as far as is known is unique
in this Country.

The Ringwood Rotary Club took over and has been organising it
since 1999. It has evolved into an event which many of our local
residents and visitors look forward to enjoying and participating in
the singing and the service.

The event is still supported by a number of companies, particu-
larly Abacus who lend the lorry for the grotto, Ringwood Town
Council for financial support and equipment and other groups and
individuals including Poulner Baptist Church and Light Contrast
who help on the night and Ringwood and Fordingbridge News for
the carols published in the local paper.

The main feature to the event is always the Reindeer and Sleigh
which forms the centre piece of the service.

The event is also supported by representatives of the Town
Council and by local churches and community groups who provide
us with essential parts of our celebrations. In particular music is
provided by the combined Salvation Army and The Ringwood and

Burley Band, who both
have a long-term com-
mitment to the event.
Every year about 2 -3000
people attend.

Many of the parents who bring their children to the Market Place
on Christmas Eve were themselves brought by their own parents
or grandparents.

The special part to the event is the presents that are given by the
children attending, and we collected several hundred this time.
The thanks these children receive from Father Christmas makes
a very special moment for children. This is not promoted as a
religious event even if the local Churches are involved. The Town
Mayor and of course Father Christmas gave Christmas messages.
The final blessing was more a thank you and an invitation to see
everybody next year.

Photo courtesy of Derek Maidment
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Family Mediation Week 2026

Parents who have decided to separate or divorce in 2026 are
being urged to find out how to avoid courtroom confrontation
to settle money and parenting arrangements, with the launch of
Family Mediation Week, 26th to 30th January 2026.

January usually sees a rise in the number of parents deciding to
live apart as the various pressures that go hand-in-hand with the
Christmas period act as a final straw for relationships.

Naomi Loose, Solicitor and Mediator from Loose Legal, says Fam-
ily Mediation Week is designed to raise awareness of the benefits
of family mediation, a process that can help ex-partners agree
what works for them, whilst avoiding the court process with all the
stress, delay and cost it can bring.

She says: “Many parents emerge from the festive period feeling
defeated by the pressures on relationships and finances that have
been highlighted during the holiday period.

“We find parents in this position simply don’t know which way
to turn. Their life-changing decision to separate brings with it so
many tough questions:

- Who lives where?

- Where will the children live, and how will we make sure we each
spend time with them?

- How will we sort money?
- What about debts and pensions?
- And even the family dog?

“Family Mediation Week shines a helpful spotlight on these tricky
issues, offering separating parents information about their options

as they look to make arrangements for parenting, property and
finance.

“Family mediation is a process where an independent, profession-
ally-trained mediator helps you work these things out, enabling
you to avoid courtroom confrontation. You are provided with a
safe space to be able to have discussions and explore options that
work for you and your family, without someone imposing deci-
sions upon you. It protects your ongoing parenting relationship
and allows the children to also have a voice through the process.”

Loose Legal are proud to be sponsoring Family Mediation Week
2026. You can access talks aimed at providing you with more
information using the following link:
https:/www.familymediationcouncil.org.uk/family-media-
tion-week-2026-timetable/

Anyone wanting to know more about the benefits of family
mediation can visit www.looselegal.co.uk or call 01425 536046 to
find out more.

Rated 9.7/10 on carehome.co.uk

RINGWOOD

01425 479492

A family-run care home with a friendly atmosphere.
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Leading Experts In The Supply &
Installation Of High Quality Fireplaces

Visit Our Showroom:
10 Christchurch Road,
Ringwood, BH24 1DN

Call Us: 01425 508280
Email Us: Info@no 1fires.co.uk
CHIMNEY SWEEPING - MEDIA WALL - BOILER STOVES - BBQS & MORE

No1 Trade Experts - Your local specialists in
home comfort, energy efficiency & lifestyle upgrades.
From fireplaces & BBQs to air conditioning, solar,
plumbing, heating & building services — all under
one roof in Ringwood.

Contact Us:

Q. 01425 508280 SCAN HERE
www.no]tradeexperts.co.uk READ OUR
5*REVIEWS

® info@no1tradeexperts.co.uk
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Ringwood & Fordingbridge
News and Forest FM working
together in 2026 to support
local businesses

Like most of our clients at The Ringwood & Fordingbridge News
and Forest FM we too are small businesses that run for little if any
profit.

Thats why we are offering an amazing deal to help promote our-
selves as well as the small businesses in the local area.

The deal includes:

* 3 month commitment

*1x 1/2 page and 2 x 1/4 pages in the R&F News
* 3 x 1/8 page with 200 words of your choice

* 9 x 30 second adverts on Forest FM every day

* Sign up by 31st January and we will design your advert
and have a professional voice over for your radio ad.

If you are interested in knowing more please email
Nikki at sales@rfnews.uk

Automated Gates and
Modern Glass and Stainless Steel Balconies

f

Unit 11D, Forest Corner Farm, Hangersley, Ringwood,

Hampshire BH24 3JW

Tel: 01425 476266

www.newforestmetalwork.co.uk

LOCAL RADIO
FOR EAST DORSET AND
THE WESTERN NEW FOREST

92.3 FM FROM VERWOOD
98.9 FM FROM FERNDOWN

AND ON YOUR SMART SPEAKER

X ﬁ @FORESTFM

OFFICE: 01202 820003 / STUDIO 01202 820006
WEBSITE: www.forestfm.co.uk
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Antiques Roadshow for Fishing Tackle will be coming to the Avon

It's been a while since the last valuation A team on experts will assemble to provide  think.

day for antique fishing tackle occurred opinions on value and will advise on the The venue for the next valuation day will
for the Hampshire Avon and the previous best ways to dispose of if required. If you soon be announced and, if you need some
event revealed some great items from have any old fishing tackle, including reels, advice ahead of this event, please contact
the world of angling, including a rare 5” rods, books, boxes, salmon & trout flies, Jason on 07798 621585 for more

Hardy Perfect reel that went on to achieve  lures trophies, cased and carved fish.... information.

£12,000 at auction. They could be more valuable than you may

OUR HIRE SERVICES: ﬂ
\SKiby
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Three tips to save around £100 a year on energy bills

This winter, there are some easy, low-cost
steps you can take at home to help reduce
your energy bills.

1. Reduce your combi boiler flow
temperature to 60C.

Most boilers are set too high - lowering
the flow temperature can make yours more
efficient and cut your bills.

Looking to help animals
in 2026? Animals’ Voice
educational and wildlife
needs

trust you!

Trustees and volunteers
required to help guide our work
forward. Presently applying for
Charitable status to set up a
wildlife

centre in Fordingbridge. To find

community rescue

out more about our work
Tel 01425 653663 or

enquiries@animalsvoice.org.uk

Email:

2. Find and fix draughts around the home
Have a good look for gaps around
windows, doors, pipes and floors. Look out
for visible light, listen for noises on windy
days, and feel for air moving around.
Different material may be required
depending on the gaps - and be careful
not to seal essential ventilation like
extractor fans or airbricks.
3. Turn radiators down, not off, in rooms
you're not using
Lowering the settings in rooms you're not
using much can save energy and help your
boiler run more efficiently. Turning them
off completely can actually increase risk of
damp and mould.

Every home is different and one of the
best ways to save energy is monitoring and
managing your consumption, helping
identify the changes that will be most
effective in your own household.

Energy suppliers install smart meters in
homes at no extra cost. Smart meters
provide automatic readings to your
supplier, ending estimated bills and making
budgeting easier.

They also mean you can make the most of
tariffs that offer cheaper electricity during
different hours of the day.

Once you have a smart meter, you can get
near real-time information about energy
use through your free in-home display or
by downloading apps offered by energy
suppliers and other organisations.

These will help identify your most energy
intensive appliances and habits so you can
adjust them and make savings.

There are a range of other energy saving
actions you can consider like ensuring your
hot water cylinder has a jacket to help your
hot water stay warmer for longer, installing
an energy efficient showerhead or turning
appliances off at the socket.
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St Ives House residents enjoy
winning day of football and
friendship at Ringwood
Community Hub

Care home residents enjoyed a morning of sport, friendship and
fun after joining a walking football session at Ringwood Commu-
nity Hub.

Residents from St lves House, on Horton Road, were invited to
watch and join in with AFC Bournemouth’s Women'’s Walking
Football team as they took to the pitch at the facility on Long
Lane. Several residents from the care home, which is run by not-
for-profit care provider, Care South, embraced the opportunity to
get involved with one resident, John, scoring two goals during the
match.

Afterwards everyone headed inside the hub for some fun seated
football games led by the AFC Bournemouth Community Sports
Trust team. The morning was rounded off with a buffet lunch and
cream tea which enabled the residents to sit down for a chat with
some of the walking football team players.

John, who lives in St Ives House, said: “It was brilliant. It has been
many years since | last played football in the Army. It was the first
time | had been to Ringwood Community Hub and | scored two
goals. They were a great team. It was excellent.”

Pauline, who also lives in the home, said: “I thoroughly enjoyed
myself. | loved the friendship and everybody was friendly. It was
really nice.”

Care South has enjoyed a partnership with AFC Bournemouth
for the past 11 years which sees the Community Sports Trust host
weekly seated football sessions in the Dorset-based care homes.
The residents also get the chance to meet the players and have
VIP stadium visits.

Paul Harris retires

After 26 years of dedicated service and only two days of absence,
Paul Harris has retired from his position as Early Morning
Manager at Lunns of Ringwood.

Previously a milkman, Paul continued his career at Lunns—at the
time primarily a newsagent and art store, now a post
office—demonstrating unwavering commitment by wearing shorts
year-round, even during extremely cold temperatures.
Throughout his tenure, he witnessed many loyal paper delivery
staff come and go, including members of his own family. Paul was
known for being the first welcoming presence customers

encountered each morning
upon the shop's opening at
6 am, preparing newspapers
for those starting their day.

We extend our best wishes to
Paul for his retirement. He is
pictured here with Heidi and
Sheila Killen in a photograph
taken by Derek Maidment,
whose father, Jim Maidment,
was succeeded by Paul in the
early morning role—a
testament to Ringwood’s
close-knit community.

Steve Cuss, Head of AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust,
said: “It was our pleasure to welcome the St Ives House residents
to join one of our walking football sessions. It was wonderful to
see John get back on the pitch and then all of the residents enjoy
the games afterwards. We like to help them to stay active while
having fun, which is good for their health and wellbeing.”

Natalie Graham, Deputy Manager at St lves House, said: “Our
residents had a fantastic time meeting the AFC Bournemouth
Women'’s Walking Football team and got very competitive during
the fun games, which paid off as they won against the other two
teams. We are so grateful to Steve and the AFC Bournemouth
Community Sports Trust team for inviting our residents to be part
of such a lovely event. They are already looking forward to defend-
ing their winning title in the new year.”

St Ives House provides residential, respite and dementia care with
residents enjoying a daily programme of events led by an in-house
activities team to bring them together to socialise and build
friendships.

Care South is a leading provider of high-quality residential and
home care services across the south of England, with care homes
in Dorset, north Devon and Somerset, and care at home offices
covering Dorset and Somerset.

For more information about the care services available at St lves
House, visit care-south.co.uk or call the home on 01425 209464.

wow. | @S iGN mes
bathroom ...

COMPLETE BATHROOM
INSTALLATION SERVICE.

Our in-house team manages every trade from start to finish.
Delivering a seamless, high-quality result every time.

Proudly serving Ringwood, Fordingbridge and surrounding

areas for over 25 years.

Bathrooms, Ensuites, Shower Rooms, Cloakrooms, Wet Rooms,

Installing, Plumbing, Tiling, Electrical and Plastering.

SCAN HERE

Read Our Reviews
Follow Social Media

View Previous Jobs

CONTACT LEE: TEL 07793 616292 | EMAIL Designmeabathroomegmail.com



Page 20 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS




Page 21 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS
|

WHATS ON

What’s on at Greyfriars from 2026!

From 6 Jan- Longwater Tai Chi

Join Gina for a friendly Qigong or Tai Chi class on Tuesday
afternoons at Greyfriars. For full details of the classes
and to book online
https://www.longwatertaichi.co.uk/event-timeline-
Ringwood, or call Gina on 07792 979039

From 7 Jan - MKD*BXG

Unleash your inner fighter, join MKD Boxing classes on
Wednesdays, 6pm for kids — 45 mins, 7pm for adults — 60
min session. Contact MKDBOXING@gmail.com or call
Elvis Makoda on 07505427978 to register.

From 18 Jan - Steph Yoga

Find out how the wisdom of yoga can transform your
everyday life by joining this week course. Contact
stephcarolanyoga.co.uk for more details.

From 20 Jan - Perform drama, dance and singing

Embracing the uniqueness of every child, focusing on
happiness and fulfilment. Sessions from 4.15-5.15pm for
4-7 years and 5.20-6.20 for 7-12 years. Contact Sam on
07949772618 or at samlove@perform.org.uk.

28 Jan - Ringwood Antiques Club

Wayne Colquhoun (Antiques Roadshow expert) is guest
speaker at our next meeting, starting from 7 for 7.30 start.
This promises to be another memorable evening.
Members, free, Guests £10.00.

FHappy New Year

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP?

All non profit making community events

can be adverised here
FREE OF CHARGE.
Please email your article to
editor@rfnews.uk
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Mum is thriving since she moved to
a home closer to me. I've got peace
of mind that she’s well cared for and,
without the distance, we can spend
more quality time together.

Heather - Daughter
of Sue (resident)

Whether it’s your mother or father, at Care South, we know care is about
more than medical needs. It's about reassurance. It's about comfort. It's
about quality of life. It's about Food, Fun and Friendship. Our friendly
teams are here 24/7, with delicious meals, engaging activities and a
warm welcoming atmosphere.

Find a care home near you at Care-South.co.uk or callus on 01202 712410

Head Office | 39 Commercial Rd | Poole | BH14 OHU @® FOOD Group rating
S EUN 9.8

Care South, a not-for-profit charity and leading provider of residential, dementia, nursing, assisted living outof100n
and care at home across the south of England. Registered Charity No. 1014697. *Correct at time of print. v FRIENDSHIP carehome.co.uk
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5 Tips for Healthy Eating as even fruit juices are high in sugar.

5. Make Mindful Choices: Cook meals from scratch more often,

For healthy eating, focus on whole foods like fruits, veggies, read food labels to understand what's in your food, control portion
and whole grains, ensuring protein and calcium with each meal, sizes, and find joy in balanced, varied eating.

choosing healthy fats (unsaturated), limiting added sugar/salt/sat-
urated fats, and staying hydrated with water, while also making
mindful choices by cooking more and reading labels.

Here are 5 key tips for a healthy diet:

1. Eat More Plants & Fiber: Aim for at least five portions of varied
fruits and vegetables daily, and choose high-fiber, whole-grain
carbs (brown rice, oats) over refined ones to reduce disease risk.

2. Prioritize Lean Protein & Healthy Fats: Include sources like

beans, lentils, fish (especially

— oily fish weekly), lean meat, and
— unsweetened dairy or alter-
EXPRESS TAXIS natives, plus healthy fats from

nuts, seeds, and oils (olive,

DRIVERS WANTED [ iy

3. Limit Sugar, Salt, & Un-
healthy Fats: Cut back on

Based in Ringwood, we are recruitin .
2 & sugary drinks, sweets, pro-

drivers for a range of shifts including

school runs, day and evening shifts cessed meats, and foods high
during the week or weekend. in saturated fat, opting for
lower-fat dairy and unsaturated
01425 474747 oils instead.

WABELDGIEEHCIENLRILY 4 Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty
of water, unsweetened tea, or
coffee; avoid sugary soft drinks,

Caravan & Motorhome
Service and Repair

PROPEX HEATING
AND LEISURE LTD
UNIT B3, PLATINUM JUBILEE

BUSINESS PARK, RINGWOOD,
BH24 3FW

Telephone:

01425 486950

* Caravan and Motorhome Servicing = Whale Service and Warranty
Propexheatsource.co.uk

* Habitation Checks = Heater Installations and Repairs
= Safety Checks = Electric Installations
= Annual Servicing = Fridge Repairs

* Water and Damp Ingress Reports = LPG Vapour Tank Installations
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HISTORY & NEWS

The Year Ahead

Despite being only a few weeks in to the New Year, 2026 is
already looking like an exciting year for the civic and amenity
society for Ringwood; The Ringwood Society. Here we take a
small look ahead at some of the events they will be holding
over the next twelve months.

This year marks the 800%™ Anniversary of the Market Charter for
Ringwood, and there is an exciting programme of events coming
up throughout the year including some by The Society. The full
list of events is being finalised, and will be available soon, along
with the opportunity to buy a specially designed Ringwood mug!

After the success of 2025, The Ringwood Society will once again
be spearheading the Heritage Open Days calendar in September.
A rumoured return of the sell out pub walk will be complimented
by a variety of other events, but if you know of an interesting place
that would like to join in, please contact The Society through their
website to assist with expanding the programme for 2026.

SHINING IN JAN
FEBRUARY IN HO

DATE OF

DEATH NAME

RANK REGIMENT OR SHIP

16/01/1945 Henry Frank King Flight

Sergeant

466 Sqn, Royal
Australian Air Force

19/01/1942  Richard George

Barlow

Captain Royal Corps of Signals

06/02/1917 Walter Boreham Private 1'/4' Bn, Suffolk Regiment

07/02/1941 Harold Ernest Gunner

Honeywill

Royal Artillery

22/02/1919 Samuel Hatton

Mintey
C H Whicher

Sergeant 115 Bty, 25" Bde,

Royal Field Artillery

26/02/1919 Private 1¢* Dorset Yeomanry

(Queen's Own)

27/02/1917  Albert Tom Kendall Private 44™ Garrison Battalion,

Royal Fusiliers

We ki

And finally, last but not least, The Society will hold their annual
Design and Conservation Awards event in the Autumn. After an
excellent set of winners for 2025, nominations are now open.
Could your favourite project of the year win an award in 2026?

Membership of The Society gives access to a range of social
events as well as talks, exhibitions and meetings, interested
people should consider joining, this proactive and lively society.
The Ringwood Society is run by a committee of volunteers who
are passionate about our town and the community within it.
Societies like this rely on the willingness of people to stand and
join the committee. Would you be interested in offering your skills
to The Society and its members? Expressions of interest are always
welcome, contact The Society through their website.

Since 1962, The Ringwood Society has championed our historic
market town through a variety of endeavours, and always
welcomes new members to support their work with projects and
by joining the executive committee. The more members the
Society has, the more which can be achieved! Membership is only
£10 a year per person, and students receive free membership.
Further  details can be found on their website
www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk
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HISTORY & NEWS

‘Ringwood Pubs’ book

The second edition of this popular local history book will be
available from mid-January.

Thanks to publicity by Ringwood Meeting House the first edition
of ‘An Incomplete History of Ringwood Pubs’ sold out within just
four months.

Editor Janet Mobbs-Longman says, “At the launch in 2024, |
described the first edition of the book as a ‘work-in-progress’ and
I'm delighted that three readers got in touch and have allowed me
to include their knowledge of family members who ran Ringwood
pubs. In particular, John Frampton has provided details of the

Fish Inn, which is where he grew up, Jill Collier has told me of her
grandmother, Amelia Bradford, who grew up at The George, and
Peter Trill has provided enlightening information on the sisters Kit-
ty and Sarah Trill to whom he is related via his 4xgreat grandfather
who was their father.”

Corrections to the first edition have been made:

The book’s editor explained: “I inadvertently misinterpreted my
Dad’s early research into the location of The Coach & Horses.
Ringwood historian Mary Baldwin pointed out that this pub was
almost certainly to the right of The White Hart, at 2 Market Place,
not the left, where The Lighthouse Cookshop now stands.

I'd be very grateful if any owners of the first edition could note this
in their copies, so that my error is not perpetuated.”

One extra pub has been included in the second edition:

The Vale of Avon Inn traded in the late 1800s from the building in
Christchurch Road that is now Lunn’s.

Copies of the book will be sold from there and from Ringwood
Meeting House, price £12.50, or they can be ordered online, with
an additional delivery charge, through the website RingwoodPubs.
co.uk .

Alternatively, you will be able to browse & purchase the book in
the Ringwood Meeting House, adjacent to the large car park in the

Wild Bird Food

(Free Local Delivery) No Minium Order

Size 1kg 5kg 10kg Large Bag
HGK Mixed Seed £1 £4.50 £9 £14.99 (20kg)
Sunflower Hearts £2.50 £9.50 £18 £32 (20kg)

£250 £10 £19
£1.99 £9 £17

Premium Peanuts
No Mess Mixed Seed

£44.99 (25kqg)
£29.99 (20Kg)

Niger Seed £2.50 £10 £19 £44.99 (25kg)
Mealworms £4.99 (500g) £40 (£5kg) £89.99 (15kg)
Suet Pellet Insect £2.50 (1kg) £11 (5kg) £24.99 (12.5kg)
Suet Pellet Berry £2.50 (1kg) £11 (5kg) £24.99 (12.5kg)
Fat Balls £1 (6) £2.99 (20) £17.50 (150)

Suet Blocks Insect  £1.50 (Each) £10.50 (Box of 10)

£1.50 (Each) £10.50 (Box of 10)

Coconut Halves £1.50 (Each) £11 (Box of 10)
To Order (Covering Ringwood, Verwood and
Fordingbridge
Call: 01425 652050
or Email: Sales@rikerspetfood.co.uk
www.rikerspetfood.co.uk

Suet Blocks Berry

centre of Ringwood.
Open Mon-Sat 10am-12pm Weds 10am-2.30pm

' Mr.Ringwood' revisits the
Meeting House!'

Recently staff and patrons at the Meeting House were thrilled to
welcome back a Meeting House regular ,Norman Jenkins.

Known locally as 'Mr.Ringwood, having lived his whole life
here,Norman was warmly welcomed into the Meeting House for
a warm cuppa!

Norman has been well known to many in Ringwood over the
years,in his younger years taking part in the Motor Cross activities
on the Mount.

Norman also recalled an interesting time in early 1940s when
'Lord Haw Haw' ( William Joyce), the Nazi sympathiser, who broad-
cast on the radio regularly trying to persuade the British to surren-
der,was staying temporarily in the New Forest and was seen a few

times by Norman and his friends
driving along the forest lanes.

In later life Norman was a mem-
ber of the 'Wednesday Parlia-
ment' a group who used to meet
regularly on a Wednesday in the
'Meeting House'for discussion
and chat about topical subjects.

Now a resident at the Bickerly
nursing home,Norman is enjoying
his 100th Year in style alongside
his Bickerley friends.

Come back to the Meeting
House soon Norman,it was lovely
to see you!

f RINGWOOD 71

NEW YEAR SPECIAL OFFER

UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY

UNIT A,

0RINGWOOD TRADING ESTATE,
CASTLEMAN WAY,
RINGWOOD
BH24 3BA

©01425 478769

WWW.TILESOFRINGWOOD.UK

@SALES@TILESOFRINGWOOD.UK
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Ringwood care home raises
£1,600 through community
events for Parkinson's UK

Residents and staff at a Ringwood care home have raised over
£1,600 for a charity supporting people living with Parkinson’s.
Over the past year, residents and the team at St Ives House care
home, on Horton Road in Ashley Heath, have hosted a number of
events for their families, loved ones and the local community to
attend in aid of Parkinson’s UK.

These events at St Ives House, which is run by not-for-profit care
provider, Care South, have included the home’s summer fayre

and Christmas fayres. Both events each featured a range of stalls,
crafts, games, raffle and live music.

In total, £1610.50 was raised for the charity, which was present-
ed to Ruth Wright, Community Fundraiser for the South West at
Parkinson’s UK, by Emma Cotton, Home Manager at St Ives House,
along with some of the home’s residents.

Emma Cotton, Home Manager at St lves House, said: “We are
incredibly proud of the fantastic amount of money raised by our
residents, staff and the wider community for Parkinson’s UK. Some
of our respite residents are personally affected by the condition, so
this charity is a cause close to our hearts. The events were a great
opportunity to bring people together, have some fun, and raise
vital funds for Parkinson’s UK. At Care South, we are proud to
support our residents and the local community, and these events
are a perfect example of how getting together can make a positive
impact.”

Parkinson’s is a progressive neurological condition which affects
around 166,000 people living in the UK. According to Parkinson’s
UK, someone is diagnosed with the condition every 20 minutes in

Salisbury Lipreaders Celebrate
Fantastic Award

Chair Steve Miller and Tutor Michelle representing Salisbury
Lipreading Community Group were stunned when they learned
they had been awarded £750 by Hall & Woodhouse.

“Receiving the award from Tessa Woodhouse was a both a pleas-
ure and an honour,” said Steve.

“The generosity of H&W means that our lipreading students
will be delighted that there is continuing support for their classes
throughout 2026. What a wonderful start to the New Year.”
Deafness is the most isolating disability and invisible. Losing your
hearing is disorienting and can be very frightening. Learning the
mechanics of how to lipread can significantly reduce that feeling of
isolation, enable participation in social occasions and reduce stress
in the workplace.

SLCG's award is one of many as part of the pledge made by H&W
in 2002 to donate £1 million from their Community Chest fund to
local community groups across the South of England.

For information on how to join a local Lipreading class please
contact Michelle on tutor.wordofmouth@gmail.com

SMALL ADVERTS

You can advertise any business in the small ads
(page 42) from only £24 per month!!

Contact: sales@rfnews.uk
for more information

Britain. There are over 40 symptoms of Parkinson'’s, but the main
three are a tremor, slowness of movement and muscle stiffness.
Ruth Wright, Community Fundraiser for the South West at Parkin-
son’s UK, said: “We are extremely grateful to everyone at St Ives
House for their fantastic fundraising efforts. This donation will
make a huge difference to people living with Parkinson’s and their
loved ones to receive vital support and information. Support like
this makes a real difference, and we cannot thank St Ives House
enough for choosing to support Parkinson’s UK.

St Ives House provides residential, respite, and dementia care.
Residents enjoy a daily programme of events organised by the
dedicated activities team to enable residents to socialise and build
friendships.

Care South is a not-for-profit provider of high-quality residential
care homes across Dorset, north Devon and Somerset, and care at
home offices covering Dorset and Somerset.

For more information about the care services available at St lves
House, visit care-south.co.uk or call 01425 209464 to book a tour.

RINGWOOD
& SOPLEY
SELF STORAGE

Domestic, home &
Retail use.

New 20ft x 8ft & 10ft x

8ft containers on hard

standing. Suitable for

horse boxes & boats.
A very clean site.

Telephone: 07717 310422
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Classical Guitar Masterclass at
Ringwood Junior School

Ahead of his evening performance for Avon Valley Concerts,
internationally acclaimed classical guitarist Craig Ogden gave an
hour’s presentation to the pupils at Ringwood Junior School.

Over 300 children were enthralled as Craig demonstrated the
beautiful music produced by the classical guitar. It was incredible
to see almost half the children eagerly putting up their hands to
ask a question at the end. Staff and pupils will surely remember
this wonderful event.

Avon Valley Concerts will return to Fordingbridge on Friday 13
February 2026, presenting Kyan Quartet in The Sixth Form Centre
at Burgate School. Established in 2020, Kyan Quartet brings
together four exceptional musicians from the UK, USA, China and
France. Their programme includes string quartets by Debussy and
Beethoven.

Concert details:
Friday 13 February 2026 at 7pm
The Sixth Form Hall, Burgate School, SP6 1EZ
Tickets cost £18, U25 free

Tickets available from Caxton Decor, Grants of Ringwood,
Greyfriars Community Centre, online at www.avonvalleyconcerts.
com or on the door

Clear Choice Solutions Ltd

Karl Scriven’s family run business with over 20 years of experience
based in Ringwood serving all Dorset, Hampshire & Wiltshire

- uPVvC Windows & Doors

- Aluminium Windows & Doors clear.choicesolutionsltd
- Bi-folds
- Lanterns ﬁ clear choice solutions

Facias, Sofits & Cladding
Maintenance & Repairs
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PROPERTY - AROUND THE BLOCK

A Seller’s Checklist for Choosing
the Right Buyer

Accepting an offer on your home is not just about the amount
you've been offered.

The ‘best’ buyer is often the one who is best placed to see the sale
through to completion.

With a significant number of property transactions falling through,
asking potential buyers the right questions early can save time,
stress, and disappointment later.

While buyers often come armed with questions of their own,
savvy sellers and experienced agents know that a successful move
requires research both ways.

Here are nine questions a serious buyer should be able to answer
clearly and confidently.

1. How is the purchase being funded?

A strong buyer can explain whether they are using cash, a mort-
gage, or both, without hesitation or confusion.

2. Do they have a property to sell?

If so, clarity matters. Is it already on the market, under offer, or yet
to be listed?

3. When was their property listed?

A home that has been on the market for a long time may introduce
risk, especially if price reductions have already been made.

4. Is there a property chain involved?

Shorter chains are usually more reliable and less prone to delays.
5. Do they have a mortgage agreed in principle?

NFDC'’s Draft Local Plan
recommences in February 26 -
New Housing Coming!

New Forest District Council is due to reopen their Local Plan
process in February after a temporary delay due to the proposed
merger to create the new unitary authority.

The Local Plan will set out the planning authority’s housing
ambitions and is required by central Government so that it can
fulfil its manifesto pledge of delivering 1,500,000 houses before
Parliament ends in 2029. The Government has set out its needs
for local planning authorities within the new “Standard Method”
which assess how may homes each authority will need to deliver
to maintain its 5-year housing land supply.

What is known is that NFDC is one of the most poorly perform-
ing planning authorities when assessed against the “Standard

Method”, as an example, last year they were tasked with delivering

1,200 houses across the district with the actual level of comple-
tions coming in at 140, resulting in a failure rate of 88% against
the Government's target.

Jason Lewis, director of Brightwater Commercial comments, “the
local authority’s position of failing to meet its 5-year housing
targets has left NFDC exposed and where land that is located
within the Greenbelt, can now come forwards to be considered

for development purposes. We are pleased to be advising on land

located within the west and south of the district, where, if these
projects succeed, will deliver approximately 400 new homes, on
which, 50% will be for affordable housing purposes”.

Most serious buyers will already have this in

place before making an offer.

6. When does the mortgage offer expire?

This helps identify whether time pressure

could affect the transaction later.

7. Are there any fixed deadlines?

School places, job relocations, or rental no-

tice periods can all influence how smoothly

a sale progresses.

8. Do they have a solicitor instructed?

Buyers who have already appointed a

solicitor are often better prepared to move Darren Loose
quickly. MD of BrightWater
9. Do they understand what being a cash buyer actually means?

A genuine cash buyer has the funds available now, not once another
sale completes.

Making the right decision

The highest offer is not always the best one. In many cases, a slight-
ly lower figure from a well-prepared buyer can lead to a faster, more
secure sale.

An experienced local agent will help you look beyond price alone,
assess each buyer’s position, and advise on the likelihood of a suc-
cessful completion.

If you are selling in 2026 and want help choosing the right buyer for
your home, contact us here at BrightWater for clear, practical advice
based on our experience in the local market.

NFDC are seeking additional land
to fulfil its requirements for new
housing land and are maintaining
an open “Call for Sites” to gath-

er in any opportunity that can
contribute to the required housing
numbers. At Brightwater Commer-
cial, our team are able to quickly
assess opportunities and advise

on their suitability to meet the Jason Lewis
Government's objectives. Please Commercial Director
call either Harry or Jason for more BrightWater

information 01425 478719.
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A FAST START TO 2026

We have started the year at pace, taking on
a number of new commercial units for sale
and to let across the Ringwood,
Bournemouth and Christchurch areas. We
are also seeing growing demand for our
advice on land for development or grazing,
reflecting the trust clients place in us across
the commercial real estate sector and our
reputation for clear, reliable guidance.

As we begin 2026, we do so from a position of strength. We have built strong
relationships, delivered results we are proud of, and earned the trust of clients
who believe in what we do. That support has made all the difference and
provides a solid foundation as we continue to grow in the year ahead.

We're are beginning 2026 with real excitment and 2 High Street

enthusiasm and ready for all that it will bring. e

If you have commercial units you’'re looking to rent BH24 1AF

out or sell, we’d love to work with you. 01425 478 719
Please contact Jason Lewis at brightwaterproperties.co.uk
jason@brightwaterproperties.co.uk, f(fgge”nﬁzfe
or Harry Loose at harry@brightwaterproperties.co.uk. property details

G 0
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Guide Price £415,000

Detached family home located in
Burnbake Road | Three bedrooms
| One bathroom | UPVC double
glazed conservatory | Attached
single garage | Front and rear

garden | 18ft lounge | Driveway
parking for multiple vehicles | NO
ONWARD CHAIN.

Oak Tree Cottage, Howe Lane

£475,000

OIEO £380,000

Semi-detached house located in
Brooks Close | Three bedrooms |
One bathroom | Modern kitchen
Diner space | Front aspect sitting

room | WC and utility room |
Conservatory | Rear garden |
Driveway parking | Side gate
access.

garden

MUST SEE INSTRUCTION!
bathroom | Diner with open fireplace | Living room with
feature fireplace | Grade II listed cottage | Wrap around
| Thatched roof |
vehicles | NO FORWARD CHAIN.

OIEO £430,000

Detached house in sought after
location | Four bedrooms | One
bathroom | Living room with
feature fire | Conservatory | Rear

garden | Driveway parking for
multiple vehicles | Easy access to
A338 | Walking distance to
amenities.

Three bedrooms One

Private parking for multiple

Darren

SCAN HERE
to see more
available properties

Amelia

brightwaterproperties.co.uk

Jenny

01425 478 719

2 High Street, Ringwood,
Hampshire
BH24 1AF
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Public urged to keep off the ice
as temperatures plummet

Stay off the ice to save your life - that's the warning from the
National Water Safety Forum as the UK experiences a significant
cold snap

Cold temperatures have led to the freezing over of many inland
waters, which can be a risk to life. Although frozen lakes, ponds,
canals, rivers and lochs may look enticing, ice can be extremely
unpredictable - it is impossible to tell how thick it is or if it can
bear weight.

The warning comes in the wake of several fatalities in recent years,
where sadly people lost their lives after falling through ice.

The National Water Safety Forum is aiming to educate the public
about the dangers of frozen and icy waters and promote informed,
safe outdoor activities during the colder months to prevent further
tragedies. With some schools closing due to weather conditions,
parents and carers are encouraged to share the warning with
young people.

Professor Mike Tipton, Chair of the National Water Safety Forum,
said: “lcy conditions present a unique set of risks and frozen
waterways are a serious threat to life, increasing the chance of an
accidental immersion and cold shock, which can kill in seconds.
As with all risks, a little knowledge and consideration can make a
lifesaving difference: the NWSF is providing this knowledge.”

Gavin Ellis, Water Safety Lead for the National Fire Chiefs Council,
said: “Our message is simple: please stay off frozen lakes, rivers
and canals. Ice is never safe, and what looks like fun can quickly
turn into a life-threatening emergency. We urge parents and carers
to speak to children about the dangers and help keep them safe
this winter.”

To keep yourself and your loved ones safe around water this win-
ter, the National Water Safety Forum is urging everyone to follow
this essential advice:

Stay off the ice - ice thickness and water depth are variable and
unpredictable

Keep back from the edge - fallen leaves or snow might obscure
the boundary, whilst ice makes things slippery underfoot

Always supervise children - talk to them about the dangers of ice
and never let them play on or near frozen water

Keep dogs on a lead - prevent dogs from venturing onto the ice
and don’t throw balls or sticks onto frozen water for them to fetch.

What do in an emergency:
If someone falls through the ice:

Do not go onto the ice yourself to attempt
a rescue - instead, phone 999 immediately
Tell the person in the water to stay calm
and float on their back

Look for nearby rescue equipment to
throw, or try to reach them from solid
ground with a branch or pole

Try to keep your eyes on the person in the
water at all times

If you are able to get the person out safely,
keep them warm with dry clothing and/ or
shelter until the emergency services arrive

If a dog falls through the ice:

Do not attempt a direct rescue - instead, encourage your pet to
swim back to you so that you can lift them out

If your pet cannot reach you, use a branch or pole to reach them
without venturing onto the ice.

If you fall through the ice:

Float on your back until you feel calm

Shout for help when your breathing is under control

Try to climb out by spreading your arms across the surface of the
ice in front of you and pulling yourself out slowly

If you cannot climb out, continue to float with your head clear of
the water and wait for the emergency services.
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Ringwood Christmas Window
Decoration Winners Announced

The votes have been counted, verified, and the results are in! The
annual Christmas Window Decoration competition, part of the
popular Ringwood Winter Wanderland programme, saw over 400
votes cast this year.

Queen Nails has been crowned the overall winner, edging out 26
local businesses, shops, and community organisations taking part.
The winners were presented with the prestigious trophy by Town
Mayor, ClIr Rae Frederick.

Gemmy Jay Nails claimed second place, while Ringwood Fabrics
came in third. Little Monkeys at The Old Cottage and Hays Travel
rounded out the top five.

ClIr Rae Frederick praised the competition and Queen Nails’
efforts, saying, “Once again, Ringwood Winter Wanderland has
been a huge success in supporting our wonderful local shops, busi-
nesses, and community organisations. Congratulations to Queen
Nails for showcasing the incredible community spirit that defines
Ringwood. | want to thank everyone who participated for their
time, creativity, and hard work in making this year’s event a truly
festive experience.”

In addition to the window competition, Ringwood Town Council
also ran the Reindeer Ramble Trail, where local families helped
Santa find his hidden reindeer in shop windows around town.
Random winners receive vouchers donated by local businesses,
including Liberty's Owl, Raptor & Reptile Centre, BrightWater
Estate Agency and Hays Travel.

Ringwood Town Council organise the Ringwood Christmas Win-
dow Decorating Competition and Reindeer Ramble with the aim of
encouraging local families to visit Ringwood throughout the month
of December.

Ringwood Town Council would like to say a huge thank you to the

sponsors of their 2025 events. A special thank you to Grotto spon-
sor A-One Insurance Group. Additional sponsors: The Railway Pub
& Kitchen, Donaldson Ross, Kimbers Flooring Specialists, Ring-
wood Motor Company, Economy Hire (Southern) Ltd, Quantuma,
Letchers Solicitors, Churchill Living - your support makes a huge
difference to the events around the town.

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG
FLIES INTO RINGWOOD HALF
TERM WEEK!

Poulner Players are thrilled to present the magical family musi-
cal Chitty Chitty Bang Bang in February with six performances
packed with laughter, adventure and unforgettable songs.

Based on the much-loved film, featuring the classic Sherman
Brothers score, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang follows the Potts family
and their extraordinary car that floats, flies and whisks them away
on a fantastical journey. Along the way they encounter dazzling
dance numbers, colourful characters and deliciously dastardly
villains - all brought to life by a talented local cast.

This joyful production, directed by Danielle Morris and Tom Bux-
ton is perfect for families, theatre lovers and the young at heart.
Expect big musical moments, eye-catching costumes and plenty of
magic!

Performances take place from Wednesday 18th to Saturday 21st
February at Ringwood Waldorf School at 7.30 pm plus matiness
on Thursday and Saturday at 2.30 pm when in exchange for a
donation you can take pictures of your loved ones in Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang.

Tickets are priced at adults £15 and children £12 and are available
at www.poulnerplayers.com or call in at Greyfriars Community
Centre. Profits with be donated to South Central Ambulance,
Ringwood.

Climb aboard and let Chitty Chitty Bang Bang take you on a mag-
ical ride this February half-term - it promises to be truly scrump-
tious!
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Have
you
got

THE
BOTTLE?

It could save your life.

Put your medical details in the bottle,
keep the bottle in your fridge.
The emergency services will know where to find it.

How much does it cost? Nothing,
It’s free!
All costs are paid by
Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions Club.

Come and collect your free bottle
at the Meeting House
on Saturday 31st January 2026 from 10 -12

Ringwood & Fordingbridge
Lions Club & The Lions Message
in a Bottle Scheme

Lions Clubs Message in a Bottle is a simple but effective way for
people to keep their basic personal and medical details where
they can be found in an emergency on a standard form and in

a common location - the fridge. Lions Clubs nationally supply
Lions Message in bottle to anyone who needs it free of charge via
Lions Clubs themselves, pharmacies, and doctors surgeries.

This scheme helps emergency services personnel (Paramedics,
police, Fire Fighters, and Social Services) to save valuable time in
identifying an individual very quickly and knowing if they have any
allergies or take special medication, knowing who best to contact
in the event of an emergency, and if there are any household pets
that will need care if their owner becomes unwell.

Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions Club will be handing out these
lifesaving bottles to everyone free of charge at their open day in
the Meeting House in central Ringwood on Saturday 31 January
2026 between 10am - 12pm. Please come along to collect your
free bottle, find out more about how the scheme works, and

what Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions do in our wonderful local
community.

Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions Club promote this scheme be-
cause they believe that this gives older or vulnerable people more
confidence about their treatment in an emergency. It also gives
peace of mind to relatives and friends that essential information
will be available in an emergency situation. To find out more about
this scheme, Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions Club, or any other
Lions Projects please contact them on 0345 833 5819 or via their
website at www.randflions.org.uk.
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SMALL ADS

ACCOUNTANCY BOOKKEEPING CATERING DOUBLE GLAZING

:i" Donaldson
Ross & Co
Accounts
Consultancy
Start-ups
Taxation

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Call: 01425 480814

AERIALS

BUILDING

1st Aerials’'R’Us

Family run Business.Trading
over 35years

Aerial Installation & Repairs

Sky LMB, Amp System,Boosters.
extra tv points & TV
Tuning.Freeview
Free Call out & Quotation,

OAP Discount.

Same Day Service
Checkatrade.com 9.9/10 Reviews
All work Invoiced & Guaranteed
12months
Call: 01425 542157
Mob: 07768896565
all major credit cards taken
www. 1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk

ALTERATIONS

ASBESTOS

CARPETS

CHIMNEYS

COMPUTERS

CLEANING

DOG GROOMING

ELECTRICIANS

Kimbers

THE FLOORING SPECIALIST

Carpets | Amtico
Karndean | Wood

Ringwood:
01425 464355

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk

Eco Oven Clean

Local and independent
oven, hob and extraction
cleaning specialist
Fully insured
Contact Jim
01202 985 306
07717 441443
info@ecoovenclean.co.uk

Electrician

www.Carlyia.co.uk
No Job Is Too Small

+ Extra Lights and Sockets ¢ Landlords and Home

+ New Fuseboards Buyers Reports

+ Rewires + Electric Heaters

+ New installation + Fault Finding

+ Smoke Alarms + EV Car Charging Points
+ Experts on Rewires ¢ Garden Lights

Fully Qualified, Insured and Registered
Careful Attention to Detail
Reliable and Friendly Service
Flexible Hours
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Proud to be Local
Call Frank now on

(01725) 472 377 2)
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SMALL ADS

ESTATE AGENTS FOOT CARE GARDENING HAIR, HEALTH &
BEAUTY

GARAGE DOORS
PHILIP STALLARD
OFF ROAD Parking & Driveways

Specialist

E NCI NG From Shingle to Block Paving

HOMECARE

All types of Fencing

Trees, Hedges removed
Mini digger work from
Footing to Drainage
Work carries out by myself
(not contracted out)

Fast local service
07747 182093 & 01425 653105

HAIR, HEALTH &
BEAUTY

GARDENING

HOME CLEARANCE

GARDENING
FOOT CARE
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SMALL ADS

HOME IMP HOME IMP PEST CONTROL PLUMBING

07890 297820

Domestic, Commercial
and Agricultural

@ Wasps / Hornets
@ Insects / Rodents
@® Moles etc

Member of The National Pest
Technicians Association & BASIS

PROMPT
Fully | d and
Full Inewredard .‘ PLASTERING

Royal Society of Health

HOME IMP PET SERVICES

www.d signmea
bathroom ...

COMPLETE BATHROOM &
SHOWER ROOM
INSTALLATION SERVICE.

From start to finish, every trade is handled by our
experienced team for a seamless, high-quality finish.

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN

RINGWOOD AND FORDINGBRIDGE. Po I NTI N G

Call Lee Today For Your Free Quote! L AN G UAG ES
07793 616292

] PLUMBING

SCRUBATUB
[

A

L

HOT TUB CLEANING
WATER CHANGE
WINTERIZE
SPRING REOPENING
CALL ALAN
07554 015171
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SMALL ADS * BEREAVEMENTS * ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECORDS TREE WORK BEREAVEMENTS

ROOFING

ARBORGRIND

Tree Surgery, Stump Grinding,

Hedge Cutting and Removal.

NPTC Certified, Fully Insured.
Hardwood logs available.

Free estimates providing a
reliable service with over
15 years experience.

01425 483331 / 07860 467952
www.arborgrind.co.uk

J & L Maintenance
Roof Repairs - Chimneys
UPVC Fascia & Guttering
Brickwork & Repointing

Services
Flat Roof Repairs
References available Fully
insured
Free estimates & advice
Tel: 01425 688394

TREE WORK

CHARITY

Do you know the definition
of ‘Hope'?

In the dictionary, it is
described as:

To have a feeling of
expectation for a particular
thing to happen and a feeling
of trust.

Here at HOPe, we offer
both of these things. When
people have no hope, it can
lead to anxiety, depression
and physical problems. To
have hope means our older
generation can feel
supported by us and believe
that something they need
will happen.

So whether it is our
Befriending or Support
Service or you would like to
donate, please visit our web-
site www.hopenewforest.org
or call 01425 629 009

Hibberd
Annette
Annette passed away at Salisbury Hospice on 7th January,
aged 86 years. Much loved wife to John and mother to Martin,
she will be very sadly missed by all her family and friends. The
funeral service will take place on Monday 2nd February at
Bournemouth Crematorium at 11.30am. Family flowers only
please, but donations, if desired, in memory of Annette may
be made to the ‘Salisbury Hospice Charity’ and sent to Eden
Funeral Directors, Rose Cottage, Castleman Way, Ringwood
BH24 3BA Tel 01425 837080

Titt
Philip John
After a long illness Philip passed away peacefully at
Gorselands Nursing Home on 13 January aged 84 years.
Devoted husband of Brenda for 61 years and loving father to
Julian, Nigel and Helen. He will be sadly missed.
Funeral service to be held at Salisbury Crematorium on
Monday 9 February at 12 noon.
Family flowers only but donations if desired to Macmillan
Caring Locally c/o I N Newman Ltd, Griffin Mews, 22 High
Street, Fordingbridge, SP6 1AX, Tel: 01425 656286

Stainton Burrell
Andrew
It is with great sorrow we announce that Andrew son of Rex &
Joyce Burrell, brother to Hilary, Jonathan, Philippa and Simon
and beloved husband of Mary passed away peacefully at the
Macmillan Unit, Christchurch on the 7th December
aged 67 years. He will be sadly missed by his family and
friends. Cremation has already taken place.
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The Home of Beautiful Design
and Inspiring Spaces

o V' o
E njoy Showree!

£350 off

Opening Hours
Your New Bathroom Mon - Fri 7.30am - 5pm

When you spend a minimum of £2500* Saturday 8am - 4pm

8\,( ________________________________________________________________________________
£350 Discount Voucher 6 Plumlink

When you spend a minimum of £2500* ey
Order by 31st January 2025
Please bring this voucher with you or quote: JAN260106A

27, Hightown Industrial Estate, Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood BH24 IND
01425 200520 | info@plumlink.co.uk | plumlink.co.uk

*Terms & Conditions: £350 discount applies to bathroom orders with a minimum spend of £2500 (inclusive of VAT). Offer valid on orders
placed by 31st January 2025. The discount applies once per household and will be deducted from the total order value (not per bathroom).
This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions, offers, or previously quoted discounts.
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G RAN I S ESTATE AGENTS

01425 480456

ASHLEY HEATH

OFFERS OVER
£700,000

Substantial 4 bedroom house,
0.41 of an acre, prestigious
area, living room, dining room,

kitchen/family room, utility,
study, principal bedroom with
en-suite shower room, bath-
room, off road parking. EPC
band E

ST IVES - OFFERS OVER £575,000 RINGWOOD - PRICE GUIDE £310,000 RINGWOOD L/H £200,000

Older style detached 3 bedroom bungalow in Immaculate 2 bedroom EOT house, head of popular Well appointed 2 bedroom FF flat, close to Ringwood
0.349 of an acre, requiring modernisation & offering cul-de-sac, lounge/dining room, modem kitchen, centre, staircase to FF landing, L-shape living room,
development opportunity for separate dwelling (to conservatory/utility room, bathroom/w.c., modermn moder kitchen, bathroom/shower room, electric

the rear) subject to planning consent, 44’ garage/ electric heating, double glazing, parking, SF courtyard heating, double glazing, parking space, no chain. EPC
workshop, parking. EPC band E style rear garden. Epc band E band C

CROW - PRICE GUIDE £695,000 RINGWOOD - OIRO £875,000

Very well appointed 3 bedroom bungalow, scope to enlarge, rural location, 0.18 of Impressive five bedroom chalet, grounds of 0.27 of an acre, backing onto farm land,
an acre, lounge/dining rm, kitchen/breakfast rm, utility rm, bathrm/w.c., integral store 2 reception rooms, kitchen/breakfast room, principal bedroom with vaulted ceiling,
(formerly garage), oil ¢ h, double glazing, off road parking, car port, views, no chain. balcony & panoramic views. Epc band C

Epc band D

The Furlong, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 1AT

www.grantsofringwood.co.uk
sales@grantsestateagents.co.uk




