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Just outside the centre of Ringwood, something extraordinary is happening. The Barn
has fast become the town’s beating cultural heart. A vibrant, 600-capacity live events
venue bringing top class music, comedy, theatre and unforgettable nights out to our
community. Plus, with BBC 1's Question Time heading to Ringwood for the very first
time, the spotlight has never shone brighter.

contiunues on page 27

01425 482509

Service For all your garden
Sales needs.....
Call us or pop
Parts infor achat

The Old Coal Yard, 18 Hightown Rd, Ringwood, BH24 INW info@englandsGM.co.uk www.englandsgardenmachinery.uk
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A Fresh Financial Start

With Christmas and the New Year
now behind us, January is a natural
time to pause, take stock, and start
the year feeling more organised -
especially when it comes to your
finances.

With the 31 January Self Assessment
deadline fast approaching, many
people are in the final stages of
preparing their tax returns. If you're
still  pulling information together,
there is still time, but leaving things
to the last minute can add
unnecessary stress and increase the
risk of mistakes.

The most organised clients we work
with tend to do one thing well: they
don't wait for deadlines to force
Instead, they keep their
records up to date, ask questions
early, and use the quieter months to
plan ahead rather than react under
pressure.

action.

Getting things in order now can mean
fewer surprises when tax bills fall due,
clearer decision-making throughout
the year, and greater peace of mind.

At Donaldson Ross & Co, we believe
good accountancy is about more than

Want to read more?

We've got plenty of blogs available
to read on our website:

meeting  deadlines. It's about
communication, clarity, and helping
people feel confident about where
they stand.

If one of your goals for the year ahead
is to feel more in control of your
finances, now is a great time to start.

If you'd like to meet with one our of
team to get the ball rolling, just get in
touch using our contact details
below.

business consultants.

e Tax returns and tax planning
e Payroll and VAT support
e Xero gold champion partner

Call: 01425 480814

for a free consultation

12 Millstream, Ringwood,
Hampshire, BH24 3SE

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Donaldson Ross and Co. are an innovative,
approachable and forward-thinking team
of chartered accountants, tax advisers and

e Accountancy and bookkeeping
e Business start-up and consultancy
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EDITOR

Keep Positive - Spring Is Just Around the Corner

As the gray skies and steady rain feel
unending, it's easy to let moods dip along
with the temperature. Yet these colder,
wetter months offer a chance to slow
down, reflect, and cultivate small habits
that lift spirits until the first signs of spring
appear. Here are practical, local-minded
ways to stay positive and ready to wel-
come warmer days.

Prioritise light

Shorter days can sap energy. Maximize
natural light by opening curtains and trim-
ming overgrown hedges that block win-
dows. If you work indoors, position your
desk near a bright window when possible.
Consider a light therapy lamp for 20-30
minutes each morning—many people find it
helps regulate mood and sleep patterns.
Keep moving

Outdoor exercise doesn't disappear when
it rains. Dress in layers, wear waterproof
shoes, and embrace brisk walks between
showers. Moors Valley and other local
trails are quieter this time of year, offering
peaceful spots for fresh air. If you'd rather
stay dry, try community centre classes (try
Greyfriars), home yoga videos, or short
daily strength routines—movement boosts
endorphins and helps fend off seasonal
blues.

Connect with others

Isolation fuels gloom. Reach out to neigh-

bors, friends, or family for walks, coffee, or
a shared movie night. Many local groups
host winter-friendly activities—library talks,
church dinners, and volunteer opportu-
nities are great ways to connect. Helping
others, even in small ways, uplifts both the
giver and receiver.

Embrace hobbies and learning

Use indoor time to explore interests: pick
up a book from the library’s winter reading
list, try a new craft, or learn a skill online.
Local community centers like Greyfriars
often offer low-cost classes during the
off-season.

Plan for spring

Anticipation is a powerful mood lifter. Start
small projects like planning a garden, map-
ping out weekend bike routes, or sched-
uling spring outings with friends. Even
plotting a list of plants you want to try or a
local festival to attend gives you something
cheerful to look forward to.

These months are temporary, and each
rainy day brings us a little closer to crocus-
es and warmer breezes. By tending to light,
movement, connections, and small daily
joys, we can weather the wet season with
resilience and optimism—ready to fully
enjoy spring when it arrives.
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COMPLETE BATHROOM
INSTALLATION SERVICE.

Our in-house team manages every trade from start to finish.
Delivering a seamless, high-quality result every time.

Proudly serving Ringwood, Fordingbridge and surrounding

areas for over 25 years.

Bathrooms, Ensuites, Shower Rooms, Cloakrooms, Wet Room:s,

Installing, Plumbing, Tiling, Electrical and Plastering.

SCAN HERE

Read Our Reviews
Follow Social Media

View Previous Jobs

CONTACT LEE: TEL 07793 616292 | EMAIL Designmeabathroomegmail.com
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New Forest District Council to
launch improved customer
service system

New Forest District Council (NFDC) is introducing a new custom-
er service system next month (February 2026), designed to make
it easier for residents to access the services and support they
need when they contact the council.

The system introduces a new automated telephone service and
an improved web chat function. Together, these changes aim

to improve efficiency by ensuring calls are answered even more
promptly and by making sure residents reach the right service the
first time.

In December 2025, NFDC invited residents to test the new phone
and web chat features ahead of the upcoming launch. Feedback
was positive, with residents describing the system as easier to

use and a significant step forward. Participants also suggested im-
provements which have now been incorporated, including clearer
wording and updated queue messages to make the experience
smoother.

The automated telephone service will use ‘natural language
processing’. This means, instead of selecting options using their
number keypad, callers will hear an automated voice asking them
to briefly say what their enquiry is about. The system then listens
for key words and automatically routes the call to a member of
staff in the most appropriate team.

Councillor Jeremy Heron, Portfolio Holder for Finance and Corpo-
rate, said: “We are grateful to the residents who participated in the
testing phase and shared their feedback. By involving residents in
testing, we're making sure the improvements are shaped by real
user experiences.

The web chat service will work in a similar way, allowing residents
to type what they need help with. Web chat will be available on
more pages of the council’s website than currently and will work
on mobile devices. “This is about creating systems that are simple, efficient, and
accessible for all, whether you're calling us, visiting in person, or
Accessibility has been central to the design of the new system. using our online services.”
The changes do not remove any existing contact options and con-
tact numbers remain the same, and residents who prefer to talk

directly to a member of staff will still be able to do so.

BARROW BROS & TAPPER
FUNERAL SERVICE

Residents can find contact details for NFDC at https:/newforest.
gov.uk/contact

An independent family
business founded in

1904, offering a caring,
sympathetic service to
the local community.

Call 01425 333163

ringwood@peacockcomputers.net
Mon to Fri 9am - 5pm & Sat 9am - 3pm

@ Peacock

01425 472104

29a Southampton Road,
Ringwood, Hants BH24 1HB
smart device repairs, sales, support minimise your long-term costs and

- Prepaid funeral plans tapperfuneralservice.co.uk
. . and data recovery! collaborate with your teams
tailored to suit you

* Computer health check o IT systems architects j@'ﬂ

COMPUTERS

- Cremations, burials and

unattended funerals Home Tech-Experts Business IT Specialists  Microsoft Partner

Your one-stop shop for computer and Simplify & scale your LT. systems

’
. Consultants Network

* Win / AppleMac repairs + upgrades

- All funerals arranged to

your personal requirements

- Horistry and stonemasonry
available

- Exclusive access to Harbour
View crematorium

ST

HorboarView

CREMATORIUM | FUNERAL HOME
WOODLAND BURIAL GROUND

¥

* Cyber security + data recovery
* Tuition + general assistance

« New computers + accessories
* Faster internet + better WiFi

* Anti-virus software

« Old tech recycling drop-off

 Servers + database design N’
* Business email services V2

 Cloud data services

* Networks, VOIP + broadband
« Websites + digital marketing
« Software development

« Contract or payg service plans

4 Fridays Court, Kingsbury's Lane Walk to Fridays court next to Pets Corner.

Ringwood BH24 1AB

Only available through our branches.

B available off Kingsbury's Lane
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Staff and pupils at Poulner
Junior School, Ringwood are
celebrating following a letter
of praise from the Secretary of
State for Education,

Bridget Phillipson

In a personal message to the Headteacher Jo Randall, the Educa-
tion Secretary commended the school for the 'excellent out-
comes' achieved by its disadvantaged pupils during the 2024/25
academic year.

Headteacher, Jo Randall said ‘The school has been on a significant
journey of improvement over the last nine years and this success
reflects the hard work and commitment shown by every member
of the team. This aspect of school achievement has been led

by Deputy Headteacher Katie Cason, and | am so proud to see
that our drive for standards can help so many pupils reach their

Headteacher Jo Randall said: For us, the journey continues, as we
strive to do even better for current children and the many that
follow. We believe that academic success can only be achieved
when pupils feel safe and nurtured and excited to learn. | am
grateful for the commitment of my colleagues and the support
from the families in our community.”

potential. | must also reflect the hard work and commitment of the
leaders for Maths and English who have worked relentlessly to put
together an engaging and powerful curriculum for all of the pupils!

The Education Secretary noted that Poulner Junior’s perfor-
mance now places it ‘among the very best nationally, a significant
milestone for the school in Ringwood. She attributed this success
to the unwavering dedication of the staff and the hard work of
the pupils, stating that the academy serves as a model for what is
possible when ‘ambition and commitment come together.

W2esvis @ Spuplings
Julichivgs

Contact us today by
telephone or email on:
enquiries@meesons-spurlings.co.uk

Branches at:

Ringwood 01425 484420
Mudeford 01425 275690

www.meesons-spurlings.co.uk
New House, Market Place, Ringwood BH24 1ER
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Crowe Hill W.I. 90th Birthday
Celebrations

On Saturday 7th February, President Sue Theobald welcomed the
Crowe Hill WI members and Ringwood Town Mayor, Councillor
Rae Frederick to an afternoon tea to celebrate the groups 90th
birthday.

The groups youngest, very talented member, Bethany, entertained

everyone with her brilliant singing, ranging from Vera Lynn to Con-

nie Francis and Dolly Parton to name but a few. This was followed
by a delicious tea provided by Tansy and a beautiful celebration
cake from Belindas Bakery. A bouquet of flowers was then pre-
sented to ClIr Frederick.

Kimbers

THE FLOORING SPECIALIST

The afternoon was a great success and enjoyed by all the mem-
bers, including Sally Green Past President, Cathy Ash and Val
Ashley Past Treasurers and several longstanding members.

If you would like to see what we are all about, we meet on the

2nd Thursday of the month from 2pm to 4pm at our hall in Crow
Lane next to Liberties Reptile and Raptor centre and would love to
welcome new members

Kimbers Flooring in
Ringwood has moved!

Don’t worry we’ve not gone far, our brand

Keep a
look out for
our official

opening
party soon!

new showroom is opposite Sainsburys
- feel free to pop in & say hil

We have even more products for you to
browse, including huge displays of carpets,

Karndean, Amtico and wooden flooring.

() A fomily business

CARPETS -

WOOD -

AMTICO -

Our new address for Ringwood is:
18 Meeting House Lane, Ringwood, BH24 1EY

KARNDEAN - VINYLS

See our ranges online or instore: www.kimberscarpets.co.uk

Christchurch: 01202 480900
New Milton: 01425 610101
Ringwood: 01425 464355

warehouse@kimberscarpets.co.uk
shop@kimberscarpets.co.uk
ringwoodshop@kimberscarpets.co.uk

60
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HEALTH, BEAUTY & WELLBEING

olly Locks

Luxury Hair Extensions & Styling
s
*‘ Beautiful hair starts here

At Dolly Locks we specialise in creating seamless,
natural looking hair transformations with premium
extension methods and expert styling.

HAIR EXTENSIONS STYLING SERVICES
LA Wgave ) Curling - Waving - Crimping
Tape-in Extensions Wash & Blow Dry Treatments

Nano Bonds

Hybrid Techniques
New Fittings
Maintenance/ Refits
Removals

Repairs

? The Doll Hause

35 Palmerston Road,
Bournemouth BH1 4HN

Instagram : Dollylocksx
D4 Email : Dollylocksx@gmail.com

Mention this ad for 10% off your first fitting or styling!

Southfield

DENTAL PRACTICE

Steve crafts

Py lifelike dentures
Fed up Wlth Old and with exceptional quality,
specialising in both
full and partial

uncomfortable dentures? Qs

missing teeth

Book your FREE assessment with our expert
Denture Technician Steve Martin

Southfield Dental Practice, 115 Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3AQ

Callus: 01425 489283 | enquiries@southfield-dental.co.uk | southfield-dental.co.uk
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Understanding Investments - End of tax year investment planning

The end of the current tax year is April 5th 2026. As always it's
good practice to review and potentially utilise allowances and
exemptions in advance. With budget changes announced in 2024
and 2025, I've also highlighted those changes that will come into
force in April 2026 (as many changes have been flagged over the
past 18 months but don't yet apply).

1-Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs):

There are no changes to the £20,000 allowance per adult (plus
£9,000 for Junior ISAs). Using your annual ISA allowance for either
Cash ISAs or Stocks and Shares ISAs has become more important
as any interest, dividends or capital gains are exempt from tax
within an ISA. In 2027 changes to the rules on cash ISA contribu-
tions will apply.

2-Capital Gains Tax:

The annual personal exemption remains at £3,000 in April 2026.
The Trust exemption is a maximum of 50% of this. Utilising annual
exemptions can be important to reduce potential future tax
charges. It may also be worth reviewing investment portfolios and
crystalising losses in certain scenarios.

The rate of CGT is 18% and 24%, depending on whether it is
charged at basic rate or higher rate tax.

The lower CGT exemptions and the higher rate charged means
careful consideration should be given to which tax-wrappers
investments should be held under (investment bonds or General
Investment Accounts). Pensions and ISAs remain free of capital
gains tax and income tax on the underlying investments.
3-Pension Contributions:

Making personal pension contributions can be very tax efficient.
You obtain tax relief on the contribution at your marginal tax rate.
In addition contributions can reduce your taxable income and can
affect other allowances such as Child Benefit and your personal
tax free allowance.

One of the criteria to receive Child Benefit without claw back as a
result of the Child Benefit Tax Charge is that you or your partner’s
adjusted net income isn’t above £60,000 per annum. If exceeded,
a High Income Tax Charge is applied, meaning that Child Benefit is
fully clawed back once income reaches £80,000.

The personal tax free allowance of £12,570 is tapered if adjusted

net income exceeds £100,000. The effective tax rate for income
between £100,000 and £125,140 is 60%!

Additional rate income tax of 45% will be applied to earnings
above £125,140.

Pension contributions reduce your adjusted net income so can be
a powerful tool in reducing the tax you pay. The annual pension
allowance for total pension funding is £60,000 although it is possi-
ble to go back 3 tax years and “carry-forward” unused allowances,
subject to certain criteria. Personal tax-relievable contributions are
limited to 100% of earnings or £3,600 or annum if more.

Finally, it is possible to make a pension contribution on behalf of
another individual and the tax benefit will apply to that individual
personally. So for example a retired parent who is a basic rate
taxpayer could make a pension contribution for a working adult
child who is a higher or additional rate taxpayer and the parent
would make the payment net of basic rate tax relief and the adult
child would receive any higher/additional tax relief, claiming this
from HMRC.

4-Other changes and considerations:

Dividend tax is increasing by 2% for basic rate taxpayers (10.75%)
and higher rate taxpayers (35.75%). Additional rate taxpayers will
continue to pay 39.35%.

Finally Business Asset Disposal Relief (BADR) is increasing from
14% to 18% for business owners selling their business on up to
£1m sale proceeds and changes to Agricultural Property Relief
(APR) will also come into force.

If you'd like to discuss your personal financial situation and plan-
ning, my colleagues Stewart Sims-Handcock, Harry Goodship and
| are available for a free initial, no obligation chat.

Howard Goodship is an Independent Financial Adviser with Lons-
dale Wealth Management, 5 Friday’s Court, Ringwood Tel: 01425
208490 www.lonsdaleservices.co.uk

The value of an investment and the income from it could go down as
well as up. The return at the end of the investment period is not guar-
anteed and you may get back less than you originally invested. The
contents of this article are for information purposes only and do not
constitute individual advice. The Financial Conduct Authority do not
regulate cash flow planning, tax planning, or estate planning.

LONSDALE

Wealth Management

We help our customers:

Plan for retirement
Enter retirement
Mitigate inheritance tax
Fund residential care
Invest tax efficiently

We provide personal financial
planning for business owners

v VvV VvV VvV VYV

Call us on 01425 208 490 for
independent financial advice

5 Fridays Court High Street Ringwood Hampshire BH24 1AB
01425 208 490 E hgoodship@lonsdaleservices.co.uk lonsdaleservices.co.uk

Lonsdale Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Tax and Estate Planning.
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Skills, Stories, and Sustainability
in Action

Jane, Ringwood Repair Café’s dedicated storyteller, recently
shadowed Roger, one of the repair café’s many skilled volunteers.
While the café is well-known for preventing waste from landfill,
Jane’s goal was to discover the stories, expertise, and unique spirit
of collaboration that makes this award-winning hub tick. This is
her account of a morning spent at the workbench with a true

local gentleman.

Roger’s professional background is in Law—he was a solicitor for
his entire working life. However, he always maintained a keen
interest in DIY. Upon retirement, he wanted an activity

that allowed him to practice practical skills and connect with new
people. The repair café proved to be the perfect fit—a space where
his analytical mind meets a community of like-minded

problem solvers. Having been a member for just a year, Roger
noted that the café is a continuous learning environment. When
he first started, he only had a small toolbox. He is now

the proud owner of a large, robust Stanley toolbox, filled with all
manner of implements and gadgets.

Roger is a valued contributor to the café's knowledge-sharing cul-
ture, which promotes a unique form of intergenerational mentor-
ship. Whether it's a retired professional sharing decades of
"know-how" or a younger volunteer offering a fresh perspective,
the café ensures vital practical skills are passed on and celebrated.

The first item brought in was a fifty-year-old wooden spinning
wheel with a broken tension screw. Roger, along with volunteer
repairers John R and Martin, engaged in a technical

discussion on how best to approach the repair, agreeing that pre-
serving the item’s heritage was crucial. Their conclusion was a true
collaborative effort: they decided to source or create a

wooden replacement. This "think-tank" approach is typical of the
café, where volunteers actively collaborate to solve complex puz-
zles for their neighbours.

While most tasks are handled during the event, repairers may—at
their own discretion—occasionally agree to take complex items
home to complete a repair or restoration offsite. A

prime example is an antique model Thames Barge that had been
dropped. This collaborative project involves volunteer Angela mak-
ing new sails, John R crafting the masts and rigging, and

Roger applying sympathetic paintwork to return the model to its
original state.

Ultimately, Jane’s morning demonstrated that the repair café is

about much more than just fixing

broken objects ; it serves as a vital space where local people come
together to share knowledge

and build a stronger, more connected Ringwood.

Everyone’s welcome at Ringwood Repair Café which is held on the
second Saturday monthly (except August) at Greyfriars Community
Centre. Enquiries: ringwoodrepaircafeuk@gmail.com

Making Technology Simple and
Accessible for Older People in
Hampshire

Age Concern Hampshire
is encouraging older
people to start the year
confident and connect-
ed. Research shows
that a growing number
of older people receive
tablets, smartphones

or laptops as Christmas

gifts, highlighting the need for support in getting online and using
new technology safely and confidently.

Age Concern Hampshire's IT sessions provide friendly, tailored
support to help people use their new devices, learn essential
digital skills and stay in touch with family and friends. With so
much of everyday life now online, from keeping in contact with
loved ones to accessing services, healthcare information and
shopping, older people can sometimes feel left behind. The
charity’s 1 to 1 IT sessions give participants the confidence to
navigate the internet safely and make the most of their
technology.

The sessions are held at locations in Basingstoke and Locks Heath
and cover practical skills such as setting up devices, using email,
browsing the internet and solving everyday technology problems.
They are available by appointment and are delivered in a relaxed
environment.

“Technology can feel intimidating if you have never learned it before,
or if you received a new device at Christmas and are not sure where
to start,” said Kim Stone, Wellbeing Coordinator for Age Concern
Hampshire. “Our IT sessions help older people feel confident online,
stay connected and make the most of the year ahead.”

To find out more, or to book a 1-2-1 IT session, call Age Concern
Hampshire on 01962 868545 or visit their website: https:/www.
ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/our-services-hampshire/it-sessions/

RINGWOOD
& SOPLEY
SELF STORAGE

Domestic, home &
Retail use.

New 20ft x 8ft & 10ft x

8ft containers on hard

standing. Suitable for

horse boxes & boats.
A very clean site.

Telephone: 07717 310422
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Avon Valley Concerts presents
pianist Antoine Préat in
Ringwood

Avon Valley Concerts is delighted to bring back the pianist An-
toine Préat for a second visit to The Trinity Centre in Ringwood.

The concert takes place on Friday 20 March 2026 and will start at
7pm. Tickets for adults cost £18, including complimentary drinks.
Under 25s are admitted free of charge.

Antoine Préat is a multi-award-winning pianist whose descriptive
touch, technical control and sense of colour brings a radiance to all
he plays. He graduated with honours from the Ecole Normale de
Paris before furthering his studies at the Royal Academy of Music
and the Guildhall School of Music in London. Antoine will play
works by Haydn, Schumann and Prokofiev on the Steinway piano.

Event details

Date: Friday 20 March 2026

Time: 7.00pm

Venue: Trinity Centre, Ringwood, BH24 1DH

Tickets may be purchased from Greyfriars Community Centre and
Grants Estate Agents in Ringwood, Caxton Decor in Fordingbridge,
online via our website www.avonvalleyconcerts.com and on the
door (cash and card accepted).
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Changing Futures Through
Horses at Fortune College

In the heart of the New Forest, Fortune College offers a very
different kind of education for young people with special educa-
tional needs.

Our specialist residential college supports students aged 16-25
who may not have thrived in traditional classrooms. Instead,
learning happens through therapeutic work with horses, alongside
maths, English and everyday life skills. From caring for animals to
working as a team in the yard, students build confidence, commu-
nication and independence in ways that feel practical and mean-
ingful.

The results can be life changing. One recent student arrived ex-
tremely anxious and barely able to speak to new people. Through
working daily with the horses - grooming, leading and taking
responsibility for their care - their confidence slowly grew. Today,
they travel independently, contribute to group activities and are
preparing for supported employment. Their family told us they had
never imagined such progress was possible. Stories like this are
why our work matters so much.

While students receive government funding for their education, it
does not cover the full cost of the specialist support, therapy and

facilities we provide. As a charity, we rely on the generosity of our
local community and businesses to help us continue transforming
lives.

There are plenty of ways to get involved this year. On 25th May,
we will host our much-loved Holistic Fair (sponsored by New
Forest Country Store), now in its third year, bringing together local
stallholders, industry experts and visitors for a day that raises vital
funds for the college. We also offer sponsorship opportunities for
businesses looking to make a meaningful local impact.

If you would simply like to donate, every contribution - large or
small - makes a genuine difference.

You can scan the QR code to learn more about our work, up-
coming events and ways to support us. Together, we can ensure
more young people with special educational needs gain the skills,
confidence and independence they deserve.
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LINK: Ringwood to receive new
banking hub

LINK, the UK’s cash access and ATM network, has today an-
nounced local people and businesses in Ringwood will benefit
from a new banking hub. Following the announced closure of the
town’s Lloyds Bank branch, LINK has confirmed the banking hub
as part of a wider commitment to protect access to cash.

Banking hubs are a shared banking space, similar to a traditional
bank branch, but available to everyone. When opened, the hub
will consist of a counter service where customers of any bank can
withdraw and deposit cash and make bill payments. In addition,
there will be private spaces where customers can speak to com-
munity bankers from their own bank for more complicated matters
that require specialist knowledge or privacy. The banks will be
working on a rotating basis, so there will be staff from different
banks available on different days.

Ringwood is the third banking hub to be recommended in Hamp-
shire with a hub in Bordon already open and a hub in Totton set to
open soon. The announcement comes as one of 15 banking hubs
today, the other recommendations include: Armthorpe (South
Yorkshire), Clevedon (Somerset), Didcot (Oxfordshire), Ebbw Vale
(Blaenau Gwent), Heswall (Wirral), Hinkley (Leicestershire), Honi-
ton (Devon), Mexborough (South Yorkshire), Mumbles (Swansea),
Newmarket (Suffolk), Skelmersdale (Lancashire), Stoke-on-Trent -
Longton (Staffordshire), Street (Somerset), and Wednesbury (West
Midlands).

The banking hub will now be delivered by Cash Access UK. Over
the next few weeks, it will begin to engage with the local commu-

nity and will start to look for potential sites. There are currently
214 hubs open across the UK.

Dr Chris Ashton, Chief Commercial Officer, LINK: “While more
people are choosing to bank and pay for things digitally, we know
that many people still rely on and choose to use cash. That's why
we're delighted to recommend the new hub in Ringwood. There
are over 214 hubs open across the country and when it opens, the
Ringwood banking hub will be vital for the local community and
high street.”

Rated 9.7/10 on carehome.co.uk

RINGWOOD

01425 479492

A family-run care home with a friendly atmosphere.




Page 15 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

Leading Experts In The Supply &
Installation Of High Quality Fireplaces

Visit Our Showroom:
10 Christchurch Road,
Ringwood, BH24 1DN

Call Us: 01425 508280
Email Us: Info@no 1fires.co.uk
CHIMNEY SWEEPING - MEDIA WALL - BOILER STOVES - BBQS & MORE

No1 Trade Experts - Your local specialists in
home comfort, energy efficiency & lifestyle upgrades.
From fireplaces & BBQs to air conditioning, solar,
plumbing, heating & building services — all under
one roof in Ringwood.

Contact Us:

Q. 01425 508280 SCAN HERE
www.no]tradeexperts.co.uk READ OUR
5*REVIEWS

® info@no1tradeexperts.co.uk
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Ringwood & Fordingbridge
News and Forest FM working
together in 2026 to support
local businesses

Like most of our clients at The Ringwood & Fordingbridge News
and Forest FM we too are small businesses that run for little if any
profit.

Thats why we are offering an amazing deal to help promote our-
selves as well as the small businesses in the local area.

The deal includes:

* 3 month commitment

*1x 1/2 page and 2 x 1/4 pages in the R&F News
* 3 x 1/8 page with 200 words of your choice

* 9 x 30 second adverts on Forest FM every day

* Sign up by 31st January and we will design your advert
and have a professional voice over for your radio ad.

If you are interested in knowing more please email
Nikki at sales@rfnews.uk

Automated Gates and
Modern Glass and Stainless Steel Balconies

f

Unit 11D, Forest Corner Farm, Hangersley, Ringwood,

Hampshire BH24 3JW

Tel: 01425 476266

www.newforestmetalwork.co.uk

LOCAL RADIO
FOR EAST DORSET AND
THE WESTERN NEW FOREST

92.3 FM FROM VERWOOD
98.9 FM FROM FERNDOWN

AND ON YOUR SMART SPEAKER

X ﬁ @FORESTFM

OFFICE: 01202 820003 / STUDIO 01202 820006
WEBSITE: www.forestfm.co.uk

Celebrating Over 30 Years of
Excellence at New Forest
Metalwork Ltd

A legacy of craftsmanship, innovation, and exciting changes on
the horizon

For more than three decades, New Forest Metalwork Ltd has
stood as a beacon of quality and reliability in the world of met-
alwork. Founded over 30 years ago as a humble partnership, our
company has grown and evolved, earning a reputation for metic-
ulous craftsmanship and customer satisfaction across the region.
In 2014, we embarked on an exciting new chapter, becoming
incorporated as New Forest Metalwork Ltd. This transition not
only reflected our growth but also our commitment to delivering
a wider range of services and forging even stronger partnerships
with our valued clients.

Throughout our journey, we have prided ourselves on blending
traditional skills with modern techniques, ensuring every project -
large or small - meets the highest standards. Our dedicated team
brings passion and expertise to every commission, whether it’s
bespoke architectural metalwork, restoration, or innovative design
solutions.

As we look to the future, we are excited to announce that New
Forest Metalwork Ltd is preparing for some thrilling new changes.
These developments promise to enhance our offerings and reaf-
firm our position at the forefront of the industry. Watch this space
for updates - the best is yet to come!
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Love Tennis? You'll Love it Here!

St Leonards & St Ives Tennis Club

If you're looking for sport, community and fun just a short drive
from Ringwood, St Leonards & St Ives Tennis Club offers a
fantastic place to get on court, whether you're new to the game or
an experienced player.

Nestled in St Leonards, just off the A31, near the
Hampshire/Dorset border, this friendly club combines excellent
facilities with a welcoming atmosphere for all ages. With four
floodlit all-weather courts and two floodlit mini tennis courts,
members can play throughout the year. The indoor clubhouse has
also been modernised, making it a great base to relax after play or
socialise with fellow members.

The club has a thriving membership of over 200 adults and juniors
and offers a rich programme of activities to suit everyone.
Coaching runs Monday to Sunday, with sessions tailored to all
ages and abilities. From fun junior social sessions to more
competitive match plays and fitness-focused Cardio Tennis, the
coaching team are on hand to help players improve and, most
importantly, enjoy their game.

During school holidays, the club runs lively Holiday Camps for
children aged 4-16, giving youngsters the chance to develop skills,
make new friends and stay active in a supportive environment.

For adults, there's plenty of opportunity to get involved in regular
play. Five weekly doubles sessions are highly popular, offering
competitive and social tennis alike. In addition, the club hosts a
vibrant singles league that caters to those who love one-on-one

OUR HIRE SERVICES:

L
——
ASKipy

match play.

Competitive players are
also well served:

St Leonards & St Ives has
15 teams in the Dorset
Doubles Leagues across
summer and

winter seasons.
Captains and teammates
are always keen to
welcome new players
ready to represent the
club.

Membership comes with many perks, including discounted
coaching, free floodlight use, free club sessions, free balls at club
sessions, a calendar of social events, club tournaments and the
ability to book courts online at your leisure.

Whether you're picking up a racket for the first time, looking for
weekly social tennis or drawn to competitive league play,

St Leonards & St Ives Tennis Club is a friendly space where tennis
and camaraderie go hand in hand.

For more information, please visit our website,
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/stleonardsstivesLTC, or contact
Paul Handford, Program Manager on 07709 821006

or playtennis@stleonardsandstives.co.uk




Page 18 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

Residents invited to shape
future of open spaces and play
areas in New Forest

New Forest District Council (NFDC) is calling on residents to take
part in two surveys aimed at gathering evidence for the ongoing
Local Plan review.

The surveys, one focused on open spaces and the other on play
spaces, are open for feedback until 4 March 2026.

Residents are encouraged to let NFDC know how they use and ex-
perience a wide range of open spaces across New Forest District
(outside the National Park). This includes areas like parks and rec-
reation grounds, village greens, allotments, cemeteries, and woods.

Responses will inform decisions about the management and future
protection of these areas.

NFDC is also seeking feedback on residents’ experiences of local
play areas, including equipped playgrounds, wheeled play areas
such as skate parks and BMX pump tracks, multi-use games areas,
and natural play areas.

Insights gathered will help guide future decisions on play provision
across the district and contribute to the Local Plan review.

Clir Derek Tipp, Portfolio Holder for Planning and Economy,
said: “Open spaces and play areas are central to community
wellbeing, recreation, and the character of our district. We are
encouraging as many residents as possible to take part in these

surveys so that the Local Plan reflects local needs and priorities.
Your views will help to guide future planning and community
investment.”

Both the open spaces and play surveys are available online from
10 February to 4 March 2026.

The open spaces survey is available at:
https:/newforest.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/open-spaces-sur-
vey

The play area survey is available at:
https:/newforest.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/play-spaces-survey
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Greyfriars Preschool celebrating their
recent OFSTED inspection

Greyfriars Preschool in Ringwood,
renowned as the country’s longest running
preschool, turning 65 years old in May, has
begun the year on a high note following
their recent OFSTED inspection. The
setting was awarded a grading of STRONG
in all areas, reflecting the dedication and
expertise of its staff as well as the
inclusive ethos that defines the preschool.

The setting, located within the Greyfriars
Community Centre, is a charitable
organisation dedicated to supporting
children's development in a safe and
nurturing environment. The preschool
focuses on meeting each child's needs,
ensuring they achieve their full potential.
The commitment and dedication of the
staff have been recognised by OFSTED,
affirming the organisation's role in giving

every child the best start in education. The
new style report card can be viewed in full
on the government website.
https:/reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provid-
er/16/511532

Parents who wish to enrol their child at
Greyfriars Preschool are encouraged to
send their registration details via email as
early as possible. This is recommended
because the preschool already has a high
number of children subscribed, and early
registration will help to secure a place for
your child.

greyfriarspreschool@hotmail.co.uk

Looking to help animals
in 2026? Animals’ Voice
educational and wildlife
needs

trust you!

Trustees and volunteers
required to help guide our work
forward. Presently applying for
Charitable status to set up a
wildlife

centre in Fordingbridge. To find

community rescue

out more about our work
Tel 01425 653663 or

enquiries@animalsvoice.org.uk

Email:
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2026

Saturday 19th September

Take partin
Processions
2pm, 7:15pm-or both?

It's FREE to Enter
WIN up to £500 for your
chosen charity!

TO REGISTER visit:

ringwoodcarnival. org f (0
#ringwoodcarnival2026 #notjustapro
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WHATS ON

What’s on at Greyfriars!

19 Feb — Heathside Travel event

This family run coach company, based in Ferndown, are
holding an information morning. Come for cuppa and
find out more about their trips, from 9.30-12.30 call
01202 892202 or info@heathsidetravel.co.uk

19 Feb - Ringwood U3A

This month’s speaker at 2pm is Trevor Rutter who will
deliver a talk entitled ‘Billy the Kid and other Bag Eggs’.
Visitors are welcome, so come along to Greyfriars on the
day

24 Feb - Somatic Yoga - FREE trial

Tuesdays 1.30-2.45pm. A therapeutic practice with a
subtle intuitive approach to movement. To book a FREE
trial or for further information, contact Mari (BWY dip/IYT)
on 01425 480839 or email mari@interbeingyoga.com

25 Feb - Ringwood Antiques

Industry expert Jason Middleton will be our speaker, with
doors opening from 7pm starting at 7.30pm. Jason
brings a wealth of expertise and his deep knowledge of
the History of Jewellery. Tickets £10 for guests

23-28 Mar - Pop Up Cafe

Join us each day from 9am-1pm for homemade cakes,
pastries and local roasted barista coffee from Eco Coffee

THE CHOSEN: “Physician, Heal
Yourself (S3 E3) for Age 12+

A\ INgtelaNolqo)ii N o LI p=Helel oI ST TINASVISVCI | 51, Good Friday 3 April. Approx 11.30am, inside Fordingbridge

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP?

< be adverised here ;—g\gnlﬂglgfter the 10.15am Walk of Witness from Churches
. i u
FREE OF CHARG E. to The Gourmet Grocer & an 11am Open Air Service

Churches Together present Free film and refreshments
Tickets from:fordingbridgechurches.eventbrite.com

Please email your article to
editor@rfnews.uk or: The Branch, 1 High Street or: AVCM Shop, 52 High Street
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el
StIVES HOUSE
COUNTRY HOUSE CARE

A Care South home for
residential and dementia care

Your trusted local care home in the
heart of your community

CQC rati ng Scan the QR code
@0 FOOD “ to find out more,
S FUN GOOd hear from residents
v FRIENDSHIP and meet the

Home Manager.
November 2023

Horton Road | Ashley Heath | BH24 2EE Care
01425 209464 | care-south.co.uk SOUth

Proud to be part of Care South, a not-for-profit charity and leading provider of residential, dementia ,
and nursing care, as well as care at home services across the south of England. Registered Charity No. 1014697. l‘\?% ‘t]r\ecam ‘H\a:twlu«t%

* Correct at time of print.
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Keystone Automotive
Limited Driving Success Under
New Leadership

Keystone Automotive Limited in Ringwood is going from strength
to strength since being taken over by Nick and his dedicated
team. The independent garage has quickly built a reputation for
delivering a friendly, trustworthy service where customers can
leave their vehicles with complete confidence, knowing they are in
safe and professional hands.

Offering a comprehensive range of services for all makes and
models, Keystone Automotive caters for all motoring needs,
including vehicle servicing, repairs, MOTs, diagnostics, air
conditioning, and tyres. Whether it’s routine maintenance or more
complex work, the team pride themselves on high standards of
workmanship and clear communication.

One of the standout features of Keystone Automotive is its
commitment to customer convenience. Local customers can take
advantage of the garage’s drop-off and pick-up service, removing
the stress and hassle often associated with visiting a garage. This
customer-focused approach has proven popular and has helped
build strong, long-lasting relationships within the community.

Keystone is known for its hands-on approach and genuine care for
his customers. They take the time to explain exactly what work is
required and why, ensuring customers feel informed, respected,
and valued at every stage of the process. This transparent way

of working has earned Keystone Automotive a loyal and growing
customer base.

e
KEYSTONE

AUTOMOTIVE LTD

N

SERVICING
REPAIRS « MOTS
DIAGNOSTICS
AIR CONDITIONING
TYRES

Pick-up & drop-off service available

01425 472468
enquiries@keystoneautomotive.co.uk

www.keystoneautomotive.co.uk

@

With professionalism, honesty, and excellent customer service
at the heart of everything they do, Keystone Automotive Limited
continues to set a high standard for local vehicle care.

For more information or to book an appointment, contact
Keystone Automotive Limited on 01425 472468.

Visit them at 26-28 Christchurch Road, Ringwood, BH24 1DN,

email enquiries@keystoneautomotive.co.uk
visit www.keystoneautomotive.co.uk

Caravan & Motorhome
Service and Repair

= Habitation Checks

= Safety Checks

* Annual Servicing

= Water and Damp Ingress Reports

* Caravan and Motorhome Servicing = Whale Service and Warranty
= Heater Installations and Repairs
= Electric Installations

= Fridge Repairs

* LPG Vapour Tank Installations

PROPEX HEATING
AND LEISURE LTD
UNIT B3, PLATINUM JUBILEE

BUSINESS PARK, RINGWOOD,
BH24 3FW

Telephone:

01425 486950

Propexheatsource.co.uk
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HISTORY & NEWS

800 Years of History

This year marks the 800 Anniversary of the Market Charter
for Ringwood and The Ringwood Society are delighted to be
involved in several events which form part of the celebrations
around this important milestone.

A programme of events is currently being developed across
organisations in the town, co-ordinated by Ringwood Town
Council and The Ringwood Society are already well underway with
their contribution to the celebrations. These will include an
exhibition and talk, by respected local historian; Mary Baldwin, on
the history of the market itself, a children’s town trail to help
illuminate the history of the Market Place to younger residents of
the town, and a stylish Ringwood mug, designed by a notable
industrial designer and Royal Collage of Art educated ceramicist.
The Society also has one or two more ideas up their sleeve, of

The Mayflower Pilgrims: who
they were and what they took
with them

In 1620 The Mayflower Pilgrims sailed for America. Their aim
was to establish a new settlement where they would be allowed
religious freedom. The creation of their Plymouth Colony in Mas-
sachusetts was a pivotal event in American history.

Mary Harris, an historian with a special interest in historic textiles,
is coming to Fordingbridge History Society (FHS) to talk about the
story of the Pilgrims, who they were, why they went to America
and what stores they took with them.

Do join FHS on Monday 9 March, from 2.30pm in Avonway Com-
munity Centre, Shaftesbury Street, Fordingbridge SP6 1JF to find
out more.

Mary’s talk is free to FHS members. Visitors are most welcome to
be part of the afternoon for a small fee (E5 per person). After the
talk there will be complimentary refreshments and the opportunity
to have further discussions with both Mary and other members
and guests.

which there will be further details, along with turther detalls of
those events already mentioned.

Whilst the town is not unique in having a Market Charter granted
in 1226, it is nonetheless an important milestone in the history of
our wonderful market town that the market continues to be an
important part of our local identity. Things have changed over the
years: the livestock market was reestablished in the 1850s only to
close again in June 1988, and the Market House has been and
gone (only to reappear in the High Street), but every Wednesday
a traditional market fills the heart of our town. This therefore is an
opportunity to celebrate that fact with a season of interesting and
illuminating events. Keep a look out for further details across the
town of events by The Ringwood Society, Ringwood Town Council
and other organisations.

Since 1962, The Ringwood Society has championed our historic
market town through a variety of endeavours, and always
welcomes new members to support their work with projects and
by joining the executive committee. The more members the
Society has, the more which can be achieved! Membership is only
£10 a year per person, and students receive free membership.
Further details can be found on their website
www.ringwoodsociety.org.uk

There is a large public car park just a few minutes from Avonway
and a drop off facility in front of the building.

For further details, check out the FHS website (fordingbridgehisto-
rysociety.org.uk) or contact secretary@fordingbridgehistorysocie-
ty.org.uk

FHS was established over 60 years ago. We meet on the 2nd
Monday of the month at Avonway and offer a series of 8 talks
from October to April. Annual membership is £15.00 per person.

=RED ADVERTS

EXPRESS TAXIS

DRIVERS WANTED

Based in Ringwood, we are recruiting
drivers for a range of shifts including
school runs, day and evening shifts
during the week or weekend.

Contact:

01425 474747
www.redexpresstaxis.co.uk

for more information




Page 25 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

HISTORY & NEWS

REMEMBER WELLWORTHY RINGWOOD?

NEW DISPLAY & EXHIBITION AT THE
MEETING HOUSE RINGWOOD

It is nearly 28 years since the Wellworthy Factory closed, after 55
years manufacturing in Ringwood. Initially to support wartime
requirements, it continued to produce world class engine
components up to its closure in 1998.

The Meeting House Trustees have kindly provided a display unit
and space for the archives. Now available to view are over 20 files
of information and over 250 photos that include:

History of the Company and site
Foundry and Machine Shop Processes
Photos of Long Service Awards & Retirement
Presentations

° Employee Sports, Charity and Social Events

This exhibition has been arranged by ex-employees Geoff Hodder,
Derek Place and Martin Smith. We hope it will be of interest to
ex-employees and their families. People who have an interest in
the history of Ringwood and engineering in general may also find a
visit to be useful.

Come along and find out what was the site’s connection with:

° the Spitfire and Railway

. the Ringwood Carnival and a Tank Engine Component

One of the files is “Memories of Employees”. We are keen to add
to this file and invite all ex-employees to contribute to this
growing file.

Handwritten, typed, one page or many, long or short service in

any job. It is all of interest no matter how detailed. It will provide a
record of the thousands of people who worked there.

During week commencing 9th March many exhibits and videos
can be viewed by easy access on the ground floor and the team

Age Concern Hampshire
Announces New Foot Clinics to
Boost Confidence and Mobility
for Older People

Age Concern Hampshire is set to open new foot care clinics in
Kingsclere, Farnborough, Lymington, and Bordon, helping older
people stay confident, active, and mobile.

Healthy feet are key to balance and independence, yet many
older adults struggle to reach their toes due to arthritis, impaired
eyesight, or reduced mobility. Age Concern Hampshire's clinics,
run by qualified foot health practitioners, provide toenail cutting
and basic foot health checks, helping prevent discomfort, falls, and
injuries.

Michele Ralph, Foot Care Coordinator at Age Concern Hampshire,
said: “Our Foot Clinics are about more than just foot care — they
help older people feel confident on their feet and maintain their
independence. We're committed to making this vital service acces-
sible to everyone who needs it

Clinics are available across Hampshire, including Alton, Andover,
Basingstoke, Dibden/Hythe, Havant, Hedge End, Locks Heath,
New Milton, Odiham, Overton, Petersfield, Ringwood, Tadley,
Winchester, and Yateley. The new clinics in Kingsclere, Farnbor-
ough, Lymington, and Bordon will open soon.

To book an appointment, call 01962 868545 or visit their website

will be in the Meeting House to meet and greet.

On Wednesday 11th March we are specifically inviting all
ex-employees to come along and hopefully meet-up with
workmates! Please spread the word so that as many as possible
will come along.

Further donations of items including photos from ex-employees,
or their families, would be very welcome to be included in this
exhibition. Please take them to The Meeting House Ringwood
BH24 1EY.

This upstairs exhibition is now open 10am to noon, Monday

to Saturday (2:30pm on Wednesday). Supporting The Meeting
House by the purchase of refreshments or a donation would be
appreciated.

Any enquiries please contact
Geoff Hodder 01425 479762

for more information: https:/www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk/
our-services-hampshire/footcare/.



Page 26 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

The Growing Importance of
Modern Equine Dentistry

Equine dentistry is fast becoming recognised as one of the most
important aspects of responsible horse ownership, with growing
awareness of the profound impact oral health has on comfort,
behaviour and performance. As veterinary science advances,
routine dental care is now viewed as every bit as essential as
farriery, nutrition and regular health checks.

A horse’s mouth is remarkably complex. Their teeth erupt
continuously throughout much of their life and are designed to
wear down naturally through long hours of grazing. Modern
management, however, often involves stabling, processed feed
and reduced turnout, all of which can contribute to uneven wear,
sharp enamel points and other dental abnormalities. Left
undetected, these issues can lead to pain, weight loss,
headshaking, resistance under saddle and even changes in
temperament.

Modern equine dentistry combines traditional expertise with
advanced technology. Thorough examinations typically involve
careful sedation, use of a full-mouth speculum and powerful
lighting to allow detailed inspection of every tooth surface. Both
manual and motorised instruments are used to correct sharp
points, address irregular wear and restore balance within the
mouth. Early detection of conditions such as hooks, ramps, wave
mouth and loose teeth can prevent long-term complications and
significantly improve a horse’s wellbeing.

Leading the way locally is Robinson Equine Vet & Dental Surgery.
Operating as a fully ambulatory service, the practice brings routine
and advanced dentistry directly to horses in their own
environment, reducing stress while enabling comprehensive
examinations with modern portable equipment.

The practice is led by Dr Beth Robinson BVSc CertAVP(EP)

MRCVS and Dr Nicky

Brooks VetMB Cer-

tAVP(EP) CertAVP(ED)

MRCVS. Both have

undertaken extensive

postgraduate training

and hold the prestigious

Advanced Practitioner

accreditation — a mark of

exceptional expertise and

commitment to ongoing

professional development. Their shared focus is on evi-
dence-based veterinary and dental care that supports

long-term health, comfort and performance.

“Dental issues can influence every aspect of a horse’s wellbeing,”
explains Dr Nicky Brooks. “Early detection and regular
maintenance are essential for keeping horses comfortable and able
to perform at their best.”

Beyond clinical work, Robinson Equine is deeply committed to
education. The team regularly delivers live interactive
demonstrations to Young Farmers groups, Pony Club events and
schools. This week, Beth gave pupils at Mountbatten School a rare
insight into equine dentistry via Microsoft Teams. These sessions
showcase real equipment, explain the science behind oral health
and highlight the importance of welfare-focused veterinary care.
Teachers have praised the initiative for inspiring curiosity and
providing an engaging introduction to veterinary careers.

As understanding of equine dentistry continues to evolve, one
message remains clear: maintaining a healthy mouth is vital for
every horse — and with skilled practitioners such as Robinson
Equine, owners can ensure their horses stay comfortable, happy
and performing at their best.

Robinson Equine Vet & Dental Surgery - 01794 840280
www.robinsonequinevet.co.uk

Clear Choice Solutions Ltd

Karl Scriven’s family run business with over 20 years of experience
based in Ringwood serving all Dorset, Hampshire & Wiltshire

Bi-folds
Lanterns

uPVvC Windows & Doors
Aluminium Windows & Doors

clear.choicesolutionsltd

ﬁ clear choice solutions

Facias, Sofits & Cladding
Maintenance & Repairs
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Welcome to The Barn -
Ringwood'’s biggest stage for
something special

Built in 2023 within the grounds of Ringwood School, The Barn
was created from a simple but powerful vision: to give the town
a professional, modern performance space that could be enjoyed
not only by students, but by the entire community. That dream is
now very much a reality. In just a short time, The Barn has hosted
more than 250 live events, welcoming incredible tribute acts such
as The lllegal Eagles and Vicky Jackson, original artists including
the sensational Merrill Osmond, toe-tappingly brilliant Wurzels,
and hugely popular comedy and spoken word performances from
the likes of Milton Jones, Ben Fogle and Harry Redknapp.

And now, hot off the press, Ringwood is next week set to host
Fiona Bruce alongside BBC1's Question Time; a landmark moment
for the town and something never before held here.

With a capacity of 600 and retractable seating that allows for
multiple configurations, there truly isn’t a “bad seat” in the house.
Whether you are front row for a tribute spectacular, laughing
along at a comedy night or immersed in a powerful theatre pro-
duction, you're always close to the action. Performers regularly
comment on the intimacy of the space, the electric connection
between stage and audience that only a venue like The Barn can
create.

Air-conditioned with level access to floor seating and a fully
sprung floor, The Barn combines comfort with cutting-edge ca-
pability. It's one of the most modern and accessible venues in the
New Forest, boasting a full theatre sound system, lighting grid and
motors, deployable stage, and even a cinema grade 10,000-lumen

laser projection system with 7.1 Dolby Atmos surround sound.
Behind the scenes, a highly experienced technical team ensures
every show looks and sounds exceptional.

While The Barn attracts national touring acts and productions it

is also proudly rooted in Ringwood, providing the stage for the
captivating performances by Ringwood School students and is the
home of Ringwood Musical and Dramatic Society for their much-
loved Easter and October shows.

The venue operates to extend the use of this wonderful facility
beyond the school gates, and its success depends on the com-
munity embracing it. Every ticket purchased, every ice cream
enjoyed in the interval, every drink from our quirky and quaint bar
helps secure the future of live entertainment in our town. Most
ticket income goes directly to artists and VAT with the remaining
funds covering essential technical support and operational costs.
Booking fees cover the ticketing system, promotion and payment
processing. The aim? First to repay the investment that made The
Barn possible and then to continue building a sustainable, lasting
cultural home for Ringwood and the surrounding area.

The Barn is professionally run, but it’s our volunteers and small
team of staff who are the cogs in the wheel. From ushering and
ticket checking to supporting the bar and special initiatives, their
warmth and enthusiasm shape the experience from the moment
you walk through the doors. And the team is always growing! If
you've ever wanted to play a part in something special, this is your
invitation.

Due to strong demand from touring promoters and a packed
events calendar, The Barn focuses entirely on delivering high-qual-
ity public performances alongside working with large community
groups to bring their shows to our town. The appetite for great
entertainment in Ringwood is clear and growing.

What was once a long-held dream is now a vibrant reality: a pro-
fessional, buzzing, community-powered venue bringing big nights
and bright lights to the heart of our town.

If you haven't visited yet, we are ready and waiting to welcome
you. See our latest events on page 21.
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PROPERTY - AROUND THE BLOCK

Buying or selling a home involves big decisions, and negotiation is a
very common part of the moving journey.

Sellers
For sellers, strong negotiations start with the right asking price.

Accurate local market knowledge helps set realistic expectations
and puts you in a better position when offers come in.

It's also important to know your limits. Having a clear top line and
bottom line gives you confidence and clarity once discussions begin.

Remember, it's not just about the size of the offer, but also about
the quality.

Commercial Property Shows
Signs of Finding Its Feet, Says
New Industry Report

After several up and down years, the UK commercial property
market may finally be starting to steady itself. That's the message
coming from Propertymark’s latest Commercial Outlook, which
paints a picture of a sector that is still facing challenges, but no
longer feels stuck in survival mode.

Based on feedback from commercial agents across the country,
the report suggests that confidence is slowly returning—unevenly,
perhaps, but noticeably so.

Industrial Property Leads the Way

If there is one clear standout from the report, it is the industrial
sector. Demand remains strong, with agents reporting steady
interest and generally positive expectations for rents and activity
levels. Logistics, storage and distribution space continue to benefit
from long-term shifts in how goods are moved and sold.

Land and yard space is also performing well, supported by demand
from logistics operators and rural businesses. These parts of the
market appear to be weathering economic pressures better than
most.

Offices: Cautious, but Not Written Off

The office market, long the subject of gloomy predictions, shows
signs of life—though expectations remain measured. Some agents
anticipate increased supply over the coming year, alongside mod-
est improvements in demand.

Hybrid working has undoubtedly changed how offices are used,
but the report suggests the sector is evolving rather than dis-
appearing. Well-located, high-quality space continues to attract
interest, while outdated stock faces tougher conditions.

Leisure and Takeaways Still Under Pressure

Not all sectors are sharing in the tentative recovery. Takeaways
and parts of the leisure market remain under strain, with agents
reporting subdued demand and limited scope for rental growth.

A buyer who is chain-free, ready to move,
or flexible on dates can sometimes be more
attractive than a slightly higher figure.

Buyers

For buyers, preparation matters. Knowing
your budget, having a mortgage agreed

in principle, and explaining your position
clearly can help you stand out.

Above all, keep negotiations respectful. A
fair, realistic approach keeps conversations
open and moving forward.

If you're thinking of selling, we're here to help.

Darren Loose
BrightWater

Buying and selling the ethical way

We're proud to be members of the Ethical Agent Network, estate
agents you can trust.

Scan here to visit our blog and
see the article in full

Rising costs and squeezed con-
sumer spending continue to weigh
heavily on these businesses.

Rents Holding Up Better Than
Expected

One of the more encouraging find-
ings is around rent reviews. Nearly
half of agents surveyed reported
rent increases, while many others
saw rents holding steady. In the
current climate, that represents a
more resilient performance than
some might have expected.
Investment yields, however, remain mixed. While industrial assets
continue to attract interest, other sectors are still being priced
cautiously as investors weigh risk against return.

Challenges Haven't Gone Away

Despite the improving mood, the report is clear that the market is
not out of the woods. Leasing times are longer, occupiers remain
careful with commitments, and unrealistic pricing expectations
from some landlords continue to slow deals.

Construction costs and material prices also remain a concern,
limiting development activity and adding pressure to already tight
margins.

A Market in Transition

Taken as a whole, Propertymark’s Q3 2025 outlook suggests a
commercial property market that is slowly regaining its balance. It
is not a boom, nor a full recovery—but it is a step away from the
uncertainty that has been seen on the last few years.

For investors and businesses alike, the message is one of cautious
confidence. Opportunities exist, particularly in industrial and
well-positioned assets, but success will depend on what’s real,
flexibility and a clear understanding of a market that is still very
much in transition.

Harry Loose
Commercial Consultant
BrightWater
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BRIGHTWATER

COMMERCIAL * LAND * NEW HOMES

Fast Turnaround Secures New Tenant in Ringwood

Another office unit in Ringwood Town Centre
has been successfully leased, reflecting
steady demand for well-located commercial
space in the area. In a market where
. . . iy L
reducing vacancy time is critical for N2
landlords, achieving a fast turnaround was a
pleasing result for our client and a positive
sign for the Ringwood commercial sector.

There is continued enquiry from businesses looking to secure space locally, with
several office units currently available, as well as a number of industrial units.
This demand is backed by a strong database of active applicants seeking both
office and industrial accommodation.

Property owners who are considering selling or leasing
are encouraged to get in touch, with further opportunities 2 High Street

Ringwood

available to bring quality stock to market and connect it Hampshire

. BH24 1AF
with ready tenants and buyers.

If you have commercial units you’re looking to rent brightwaterproperties.co.uk
out or sell, we’d love to work \fwth you. scannere BIEEE]
Please contact Jason Lewis at to see more
jason@brightwaterproperties.co.uk, property detalls faj
or Harry Loose at harry@brightwaterproperties.co.uk. in

01425 478 719
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Residents Urged to Respond to
Local Plan Consultation as
Fordingbridge Faces Further
Housing Pressure

Residents of Fordingbridge are being urged to engage with the
New Forest District Council Spatial Options and Policy Direction
Regulation 18 Local Plan 2025-2043 consultation, which could
have significant long-term consequences for the town and sur-
rounding countryside.

The Regulation 18 consultation is the latest stage in the
preparation of the new Local Plan. While it does not yet allocate
specific sites, it sets the strategic direction for where
development might go, how much housing is required, and which
settlements are expected to accommodate future growth.
Decisions taken at this stage will strongly influence later site
allocations.

Under emerging proposals, New Forest District faces a
substantially increased housing requirement, meaning additional
development pressure is likely to be directed toward existing
market towns — including Fordingbridge, which has already
absorbed a disproportionate level of housing growth in recent
years.

Impact on Fordingbridge

Fordingbridge has already seen hundreds of homes approved or
built through the current Local Plan, fundamentally changing the
scale of the town and resulting in irreversible harm to its
character. Further large-scale housing growth risks over-develop-
ment, without the infrastructure needed to support it.

Key concerns include:

° Infrastructure capacity: Road congestion, limited public
transport and overstretched health services have not been
resolved following previous developments.

° Unsustainable location: Fordingbridge has limited
employment opportunities and poor transport connectivity,
meaning additional housing would increase car dependency and
commuting.

° Environmental harm: Expansion would encroach into
surrounding countryside, harming landscape character,
biodiversity, and Fordingbridge’s role as a gateway settlement to
the New Forest.

° Flood risk and drainage: Parts of the town and
surrounding land are vulnerable to flooding, raising serious
concerns about the suitability of further development.

° Loss of local character: Continued expansion threatens

to erode Fordingbridge'’s identity as a small market town, replacing

it with ever increasing suburban sprawl.

° Lack of evidence of local benefit: Previous large
developments have not demonstrably delivered genuinely
affordable housing or corresponding improvements in local
services.

Have Your Say

Residents are strongly encouraged to submit formal responses

during the Regulation 18 consultation period. This is the most
effective stage at which to challenge the principle, scale and
location of proposed growth.

The consultation asks fundamental questions about:

° How much development the district should take
° Where that development should go
° Whether towns like Fordingbridge are appropriate

locations for further growth

If residents do not respond now, the opportunity to influence will
be lost and future objections may carry less weight.

Consultation Details

° Consultation period: 6 February 2026 until 20 March
2026
° How to respond: Online, by email, or in writing via New

Forest District Council

Full details are available on the New Forest District Council Local
Plan consultation webpage: https:/newforest.gov.uk/localplan

A Call to Action

This Local Plan will shape Fordingbridge for the next 20 years.
Residents, community groups and local businesses are urged to
take part, attend the consultation event, and make their views
known.

A strong response from Fordingbridge is essential to ensure that

future planning decisions are fair, sustainable, and genuinely in
the interests of the town and its residents.

TILES

of RINGWOOD
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Looking After Your Central Heating

Your central heating system is one of the hardest-working parts
of your home, especially through long, damp UK winters. Yet it's
easy to forget about it until something goes wrong — a cold radi-
ator, strange banging noises, or worse, no heat at all on a freezing
morning. With a bit of regular care and attention, you can keep
your system running efficiently, lower your energy bills, and avoid
costly breakdowns.

At the heart of most UK heating systems is a gas boiler feeding
radiators and hot water through a network of pipes. Over time,
air, sludge, limescale, and general wear can reduce efficiency and
strain components. Preventative maintenance is far cheaper and
far less stressful than emergency repairs.

Book an Annual Boiler Service
This isn't just a recommendation — it’s critical for safety, efficien-
¢y, and warranty compliance.
During a service, an engineer will:
* Check for gas leaks and carbon monoxide risks
* Clean internal components
* Inspect seals, valves, and pressure levels
* Ensure the boiler is burning fuel efficiently
* Spot early signs of wear before they become failures
A well-serviced boiler can last 10-15 years or more.

Bleed Your Radiators Regularly

If the top of your radiator feels cold while the bottom is hot,
trapped air is preventing proper circulation. Bleeding radiators
allows this air to escape and helps your system heat rooms more
effectively.

You should:

* Check radiators at the start of autumn and mid-winter

* Use a radiator key to release trapped air

* Re-check your boiler pressure afterwards and top up if needed
This simple task can noticeably improve heating performance.

Protect Pipes from Freezing

Frozen condensate pipes are a common winter problem in the UK.
When temperatures drop below zero, these pipes can freeze and
cause your boiler to shut down.

You can reduce the risk by:

* Insulating exposed pipes with foam lagging

* Pouring warm (not boiling) water over frozen sections

* Keeping your heating on low during very cold spells

* Use Your Thermostat and Timer Smartly

* Modern controls can significantly reduce strain on your system
and save money.

* Avoid constantly turning heating on and off

* Use timers to maintain steady temperatures

* Consider upgrading to a smart thermostat for better efficiency

* Steady operation is easier on your boiler than frequent dramatic
changes.

Looking after your central heating system doesn’t require expert
knowledge — just consistency. A few small checks through the
year, combined with a professional annual service, will keep your
home warm, your bills lower, and your heating reliable when you
need it most.




Page 33 - Ringwood & Fordingbridge NEWS

Dorset garden centres back
UK-wide ‘Help Out Hospitality’
campaign

Two garden centres in Dorset have joined forces with more than
50 of the UK’s leading hospitality venues, restaurants and hotels
to attract customers and help combat mounting industry
pressures this spring.

The new ‘Help Out Hospitality’ campaign is inspired by the suc-
cessful ‘Eat Out to Help Out’ scheme rolled out by the UK govern-
ment during the COVID-19 crisis.

The hospitality industry is now working together at a critical time,
as businesses grapple with spiralling food prices, rising wage

bills, and ongoing supply chain challenges, including Stewarts
Christchurch Garden Centre in Christchurch; and Stewarts
Broomhill Garden Centre in Wimborne.

Hospitality venues across England, Scotland and Wales have joined
forces to deliver the new ‘Help Out Hospitality’ campaign from
this January until the end of March 2026.

Many operators have reported struggling to balance affordability
for customers with sustainability for their businesses. Rising food
costs have squeezed margins, with staples such as meat, fresh
produce and selected grocery items seeing double-digit price
increases. Wage pressures are also intensifying as businesses
strive to retain staff in a competitive labour market.

Led by UK-based food and drink procurement specialist, The Full
Range, the new ‘Help Out Hospitality’ campaign is encouraging
customers to rediscover the best of UK hospitality with over 100
special deals now available nationwide.

The initiative incorporates every aspect of the hospitality supply
chain, including food and drink producers, allowing businesses to
create enticing consumer deals on both meals and overnight stays
at a time which typically sees a drop in business after Christmas.

A commission-free ‘Help Out Hospitality’ online platform is now
live for hospitality businesses to promote offers, attract direct
bookings and allow customers to enjoy the best value over the
quieter winter months.

Special offers include discounted overnight hotel stays to
encourage local tourism, plus food and beverage offers to help
make dining out more accessible. Family-friendly dining
promotions are also up for grabs to help ease household budgets.

Terry Head, Retail & Marketing Director of Stewarts Garden
Centres in Dorset, said:

"We're excited to be supporting the Help Out Hospitality scheme.
It's a great opportunity for us to showcase the exclusive offers
available across all three of our garden centres, while also
supporting others within the industry.

"This industry is built on people helping people. Help Out Hos-
pitality highlights the difference we can make when we work
together to support hospitality businesses, both locally and across
the UK.

To find out more about the ‘Help Out Hospitality’ campaign and
how you can get involved, go to https:/helpouthospitality.co.uk

Follow the ‘Help Out Hospitality’ campaign on Instagram www.in-
stagram.com/helpouthospitality and LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/
company/help-out-hospitality
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ACCOUNTANCY BOOKKEEPING CATERING DOUBLE GLAZING

:i" Donaldson
Ross & Co
Accounts
Consultancy
Start-ups
Taxation

e: taxman@donaldsonross.co.uk
www.donaldsonross.co.uk

Call: 01425 480814

AERIALS

BUILDING

1st Aerials’'R’Us

Family run Business.Trading
over 35years

Aerial Installation & Repairs

Sky LMB, Amp System,Boosters.
extra tv points & TV
Tuning.Freeview
Free Call out & Quotation,

OAP Discount.

Same Day Service
Checkatrade.com 9.9/10 Reviews
All work Invoiced & Guaranteed
12months
Call: 01425 542157
Mob: 07768896565
all major credit cards taken
www. 1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk

ALTERATIONS

ASBESTOS

CARPETS

CHIMNEYS

COMPUTERS

CLEANING

DOG GROOMING

ELECTRICIANS

Kimbers

THE FLOORING SPECIALIST

Carpets | Amtico
Karndean | Wood

Ringwood:
01425 464355

www.kimberscarpets.co.uk

Eco Oven Clean

Local and independent
oven, hob and extraction
cleaning specialist
Fully insured
Contact Jim
01202 985 306
07717 441443
info@ecoovenclean.co.uk

Electrician

www.Carlyia.co.uk
No Job Is Too Small

+ Extra Lights and Sockets ¢ Landlords and Home

+ New Fuseboards Buyers Reports

+ Rewires + Electric Heaters

+ New installation + Fault Finding

+ Smoke Alarms + EV Car Charging Points
+ Experts on Rewires ¢ Garden Lights

Fully Qualified, Insured and Registered
Careful Attention to Detail
Reliable and Friendly Service
Flexible Hours
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Proud to be Local
Call Frank now on

(01725) 472 377 2)
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ESTATE AGENTS

_FENCING

FOOT CARE

FOOT CARE

GARAGE DOORS

GARDENING

GARDENING

HAIR, HEALTH &
BEAUTY

PHILIP STALLARD
OFF ROAD Parking & Driveways
Specialist
From Shingle to Block Paving
All types of Fencing
Trees, Hedges removed
Mini digger work from
Footing to Drainage
Work carries out by myself
(not contracted out)

Fast local service
07747 182093 & 01425 653105

HAIR, HEALTH &
BEAUTY

Are you suffering with itchy,
painful, muffled or poor
hearing, or do you want your
ears cleaned prior to a
holiday or audiology
appointment.

Call me Hannah
07760880301 for a home

visit.

GARDENING

HOMECARE

HOME CLEARANCE
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HOME CLEARANCE HOME IMP PEST CONTROL PLUMBING
e ~ MNeworest
07890 297820
Domestic, Commercial
and Agricultural
@ Wasps / Hornets
@ Insects / Rodents
@® Moles etc
Member of The National Pest
Technicians Association & BASIS
PROMPT
Pyt Q PLASTERING
Royal Society of Health
PET SERVICES
POINTING
SCRUBATUB
. [/
www.d SIfNmea l‘ PLUMBING
bat r&%m com — n..ﬂT I
<y
COMPLETE BATHROOM &
SHOWER ROOM HOT TUB CLEANING
INSTALLATION SERVICE.
From start to finish, every trade is handled by our WATE R CHAN G E
experienced team for a seamless, high-quality finish.
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN WINTERIZE
RINGWOOD AND FORDINGBRIDGE.
Call Lee Today For Your Free Quote! SPRI NG REOPEN I NG
07793 616292
CALL ALAN

07554 015171
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RECORDS

TREE WORK

ROOFING

J & L Maintenance
Roof Repairs - Chimneys
UPVC Fascia & Guttering
Brickwork & Repointing

Services
Flat Roof Repairs
References available Fully
insured
Free estimates & advice
Tel: 01425 688394

TREE WORK

ARBORGRIND

Tree Surgery, Stump Grinding,

Hedge Cutting and Removal.

NPTC Certified, Fully Insured.
Hardwood logs available.

Free estimates providing a
reliable service with over
15 years experience.

01425 483331 / 07860 467952
www.arborgrind.co.uk

CHARITY

Do you know the definition
of ‘Hope’?

In the dictionary, it is
described as:

To have a feeling of
expectation for a particular
thing to happen and a feeling
of trust.

Here at HOPe, we offer
both of these things. When
people have no hope, it can
lead to anxiety, depression
and physical problems. To
have hope means our older
generation can feel
supported by us and believe
that something they need
will happen.

So whether it is our
Befriending or Support
Service or you would like to
donate, please visit our web-
site www.hopenewforest.org
or call 01425 629 009

LANGUAGES

DATE OF
DEATH

03/03/1944
08/03/1944
10/03/1917
10/03/1917
10/03/1941
11/03/1917
21/03/1918
21/03/1918
22/03/1942
24/03/1918
25/03/1918
26/03/1918
26/03/1941
27/03/1943
27/03/1944
28/03/1918
28/03/1945

31/03/1943

SHINING IN MARCH IN HONC

NAME

Peter Norman Brown
Reginald Douglas Privett
Edwin Elliott Phair
Barry Martin Topp
Roy Edward Greenfield
Frederick Minty

Ernest Victor Cox

Sydney Herbert Minchington

Cecil Lesile Bowey

Raymond George Fall Perrett

Richard Lawrence Wilson
William Charles Rawlings

Mark Edlin Welby

Cyril Frank Seymour

Keith Wyatt Pilbrow
Albert D Bartlett
Albert George Seymour

Gerald Richard Lynham

RANK

Fg. Officer
Aircraftman 1¢ Class
Corporal

Private

Trooper

Private

Private

Sergeant
Aircraftsman 2™ Class
Private

Private

Rifleman

Lt. Commander
Gunner

Aircraftsman 2™ Class
Private

Lance Corporal

Captain

t We Fo

REGIMENT
OR SHIP

RAFVR

RAFVR

ASC

1 Bn, R Berks
RAC

1/4" Bn, Hamps
9 Coy, MGC

11" Bn, Essex
234 Sqn, RAFVR
7" Bn, DCLI

2" Bn, Dors
18" Bn, KRRC
HMS Nile

4™ Maritime Regt
RAFVR

8™ Bn, Glos
22" Dns, RAC

Royal Engineers
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The Home of Beautiful Design
and Inspiring Spaces

o V' o
E njoy Showree!

£350 off

Opening Hours
Your New Bathroom Mon - Fri 7.30am - 5pm

When you spend a minimum of £2500* Saturday 8am - 4pm

8\,( ________________________________________________________________________________
£350 Discount Voucher 6 Plumlink

When you spend a minimum of £2500* ey
Order by 28th February 2026
Please bring this voucher with you or quote: FEB260106A

27, Hightown Industrial Estate, Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood BH24 IND
01425 200520 | info@plumlink.co.uk | plumlink.co.uk

*Terms & Conditions: £350 discount applies to bathroom orders with a minimum spend of £2500 (inclusive of VAT). Offer valid on orders
placed by 28th February 2026. The discount applies once per household and will be deducted from the total order value (not per bathroom).
This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions, offers, or previously quoted discounts.
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